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Something’s Gonna Happen

	Kasim has just completed the 47 date Meat Loaf Hair Of The Dog Tour which took up the majority of the Summer for him. A highlight for fans was that Kasim kept an online blog about the tour at http://kasimsulton.blogspot.com/ Kasim has said that he plans to keep adding updates to his blog.
In early July Kasim Sulton played his first solo gig outside of the USA! It was at The Day and Night Café in Manchester, England and was very well received by both fans and critics! 
Rick Reynolds’s CD Unstoppable was released in September. Kasim produced this album as well as playing bass and singing background vocals on most of the tracks. It is available to purchase from CDBaby and Rick has his own website at www.SoundingRick.com.
Kasim Sulton, in partnership with Archer Guitars, is producing his own signature bass! It only costs $699 and is available to pre-order at www.KSultonBass.com. Kasim has been road-testing the bass during the Meat Loaf tour and has been keeping a diary about how the bass has evolved on that website.
Despite Kasim playing every other day during the US leg of the Meat Loaf Hair Of The Dog Tour, he still managed to fit in 3 appearances in Movin’ Out (the musical based on songs by Billy Joel) between the New York concerts, plus he played in 6 performances between the European and North American legs of the tour! Unfortunately the musical will be closing in December. 

Kasim has spent the last couple of weeks in Los Angeles working on a project which will see him touring for most of 2006! A full press release about this collaboration will be issued in November.
Kasim will be appearing on 2 forthcoming Todd Rundgren releases during November! The Best Of Todd Rundgren Live (CD) will be released on 15th November and Todd Rundgren And The Liars – Live (DVD) will be released on 29th November.
Kasim will be starting recording the new Meat Loaf album Bat Out Of Hell III on 9th November in Los Angeles. Kasim will be playing bass and singing background vocals on this album.
A new book about Kasim Sulton is being published to coincide with his birthday in December. 
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Until Quid Pro Quo becomes available to purchase in record stores, these are the  places online where it can be bought:

www.SphereSound.com are selling version two of the album for $15. 

www.shopsourceone.com are also selling the album with autographed copies (which also contain a used guitar pic plus some contain a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a concert) for the special offer price of $19.95. 
www.TRBazaar.com are selling Quid Pro Quo for $16 plus shipping. This site will work out the cheapest if you wish to purchase copies of Kasim’s other solo albums at the same time.
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Intro / Editorial

Welcome to issue #23 of the Kasim Sulton Magazine and what a busy Summer it’s been! This is a bumper 23 page edition of the magazine and is now being mailed to over 300 fans worldwide!
Of course the main focus of everyone’s attention this Summer has been the Meat Loaf Hair Of The Dog Tour and pages 7 to 20 of this magazine have a detailed description of these concerts. However, as the news page explains, Kasim has also been involved in many other activities from his first international solo gig to developing a signature bass to involvement on 3 new music releases to Broadway to working on a project in preparation of touring most of next year! Despite all the time restraints of being Musical Director of an international tour, he still managed to fit in 2 visits to a London studio to record a track for the third version of the award winning CD Quid Pro Quo and to keep an online Blog!
I was lucky enough to see over 25 of the concerts and despite several mishaps (which varied from car problems to having to miss a concert as I had to rush someone to hospital for literally life-saving surgery, to having my car locked in a garage, to breaking a bone in my hand!) it was a tour which I really enjoyed, even getting soaked to the skin in Denmark, shivering in Holland and baking (before another torrential downpour) in 100 degree heat in Savannah. Now if only I can finally get rid of this irritating cough that I picked up in Germany 4 months ago, I’ll be happy!
I’ve mentioned before in this magazine that it’s always feast or famine with Kasim! The last 4 months since magazine #22 was issued have been so busy that I’ve had to omit Kasim’s appearance at GuitarFest in New Berlin, WI on Saturday 1st October (that will be covered in issue #24) but with Kasim making the jump to becoming an International solo artist after his gig in Manchester, England, I just had to increase this edition of the magazine to larger than the usual 14 pages to cover that. (It’s not usually over 1MB in size either!)
Other than Kasim’s solo tours, out of all the tours which I’ve seen Kasim play, this last one has been the most relaxed about fans taking photos. Consequently on the Internet there are literally thousands of photos from this tour. On KasimInfo.com I try to link to as many of the photos of Kasim on other websites that I can but I thought that in this magazine in the Hair Of The Dog section I would just stick to photos which I took myself. I’ll willingly admit that I’m no great photographer and I find that photo-taking spoils my enjoyment of a concert so usually I just picked a couple of songs each concert and took several photos during those and then put my camera away so that I could enjoy the concert but these are some of my best “efforts” in this magazine!
Enough of my waffling – time for you to all read The Kasim Sulton Magazine #23….!
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Kasim Sulton’s Solo Gig in Manchester, England
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On Monday 4th July 2005 to the delight of his fans Kasim Sulton became an international solo artist when he took the stage at The Night and Day Café in Manchester, England! True to such a momentous event, it was an international crowd with fans from England, Scotland, Ireland, Holland and Germany in the crowd!

Kasim’s set list that night was:

Somebody Loves You
Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing
Libertine
Before She Was Gone
There Goes My Inspiration
Cliché
This Must Be Love
Rain
New (untitled )song
Don't Hold Me Back
Sacrifice 

(Part of) Bully
One World
A very detailed review of Kasim’s solo gig has been added to KasimInfo.com so instead of repeating it, here are some photos of the gig plus comments by other fans.
  Kas was fantastic tonight - a great set from an accomplished showman.
  Great show tonight ... 40 minutes of pure acoustic Kasim brilliance
  Last night was a blast! Kas played a great acoustic set to a small, but very enthusiastic audience.. 
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  Venue was small, fairly good attendance from Kas and Todd fans. Kas as always took lots of time afterwards to chat and have photos taken - what a lovely man he is.
  Kasim played 2 new songs from the up-coming Sanctuary release of Quid Pro Quo, I will certainly be buying his again upon release.
  I have never heard his voice so good live, his playing was fantastic and (for the ladies) he looked wonderful. He knows how to entertain!
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  As always the perfect gentleman, he gave all the fans loads of time afterwards.
  An excellent concert! Especially the variety of all the songs he played.
  Extremely enjoyable and a big thank you to Kasim for taking the time out to have a chat with everyone at the end and even to take pictures with us!
.... when is the next one?!?!
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Many thanks to Susan Yates for the photos of this gig.
Meat Loaf’s Hair Of The Dog Tour

On Friday 3rd June Kasim Sulton burst onto stage on his 8th tour with Meat Loaf – The Hair Of The Dog Tour! In total they played 47 concerts which took them through seven countries in Europe, Canada and the US and ended in Kansas City, MO on 30th September. Kasim played an opening set at four of the concerts too.
The Band

Meat Loaf –vocals, guitar
Kasim Sulton – bass, vocals, musical director
Patti Russo – vocals, guitar, percussion

John Miceli – drums
Mark Alexander – piano, keyboards, guitar, vocals
Paul Crook – lead guitar

Randy Flowers – rhythm guitar, lead guitar, keyboards, vocals

CC - vocals, guitar, percussion
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The Concerts

In all of Kasim’s touring career, this tour probably encompassed the largest number of different types of venues as it included festivals, stately homes, castles, rugby grounds, tents, a county fair, theaters, casinos and a race track!

The full list of dates was:

Friday 3rd June - NDR Radio Plaza Festival, Hannover, Germany
Saturday 4th June - Skive Beach Party, Skive, Denmark
Monday 6th June - Open Air Saison 2005 Festival, Bonn, Germany 
Saturday 11th June - Arrow Rock Festival, Holland 
Friday 17th June - Ravenhill Rugby Ground, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Saturday 18th June - Ardgillan Castle, Dublin, Ireland 
Wednesday 22nd June - Tollwood-Festival, Munich, Germany 
Friday 24th June - Karlsruhe Outdoor Festival, Karlsruhe, Germany 
Saturday 25th June - Zitadelle, Mainz, Germany 
Tuesday 28th June - Stadtpark Freilichtbühne, Hamburg, Germany
Saturday 2nd July - Fitzgerald Stadium, Kilarney, Co. Kerry, Ireland
Sunday 3rd July - Harewood House, Harewood, England 
Friday 8th July - Leeds Castle, Maidstone, England 
Sunday 10th July - Chatsworth House, Chatsworth, England 
Tuesday 12th July - Big Top, Liverpool, England 
Friday 15th July - Blickling Castle, Norfolk, England 
Saturday 16th July - Warwick House, Warwick, England 
Monday 18th July - Big Top, Liverpool, England 
Wednesday 20th July - Live at Sunset Festival, Zurich, Switzerland

Friday 5th August - Beacon Theater, New York, NY 

Sunday 7th August - Beacon Theater, New York, NY 
Tuesday 9th August - Beacon Theater, New York, NY 
Thursday 11th August - Casino Rama, Orillia, ON (Toronto) 
Saturday 13th August - The Borgata, Atlantic City, NJ 
Monday 15th August - Mohegan Sun Casino, Uncasville, CT 
Wednesday 17th August - Bank of America Pavilion, Boston, MA 
Saturday 20th August - Allen County Fair, Lima, OH 
Monday 22nd August - Wolf Trap, Vienna, VA 
Thursday 25th August - Tommy Hilfiger at Jones Beach, Wantagh, NY
Saturday 27th August - PNC Bank Arts Center, Holmdel, NJ 
Monday 29th August - Saratoga Performing Arts Center, Saratoga Springs, NY 
Wednesday 31st August - Darien Lake Performing Arts Center, Darien Center, NY 
Friday 2nd September - Montage Mountain, Scranton, PA 
Sunday 4th September - Whittemore Center Arena, Durham, NH 
Tuesday 6th September - Soaring Eagle Casino, Mt. Pleasant, MI 
Thursday 8th September - Tower City Amphitheater, Cleveland, OH
Saturday 10th September - Horseshoe Casino, Robinsonville, MS 
Monday 12th September - Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater, FL 
Wednesday 14th September - Hard Rock Seminole, Hollywood, FL 
Saturday 17th September – Oglethorpe Speedway Park, Pooler, GA
Monday 19th September - Ruth Eckerd Hall, Clearwater, FL 
Wednesday 21st September - Bob Carr Performing Arts Center, Orlando, FL
Friday 23rd September - The Borgata, Atlantic City, NJ

Saturday 24th September - The Borgata, Atlantic City, NJ

Tuesday 27th September – DTE Energy Music Theatre, Clarkston, MI
Thursday 29th September - Star Pavilion, Kansas City, MO 

Friday 30th September - Star Pavilion, Kansas City, MO 

Meat Loaf concerts per country

	Germany
	6

	Denmark
	1

	Holland
	1

	Northern Ireland
	1

	Ireland
	2

	England
	7

	Switzerland
	1

	US
	27

	Canada
	1

	Total
	47


Meat Loaf concerts in US per state

	New York
	6

	New Jersey
	4

	Connecticut
	1

	Massachusetts
	1

	Ohio
	2

	Virginia
	1

	Pennsylvania
	1

	New Hampshire
	1

	Michigan
	2

	Mississippi
	1

	Florida
	4

	Georgia
	1

	Missouri
	2

	Total
	27
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The Set List

As on most tours the set list hardly changed during the tour, although they added a really great new arrangement of Two Outta Three from the County Kerry concert (2nd July) onwards. Other than that the only difference was that at the first concert Out Of The Frying Pan (And Into The Fire) was the fourth song but it was moved to sixth song in the set after that.
The set list at the majority of the concerts was:

Warrior
Whore
Life Is A Lemon
Black Betty
DeadRinger For Love
Out Of The Frying Pan (And Into The Fire)
You Took The Words Right Outta My Mouth
Only When I Feel
All Revved Up
Paradise By The Dashboard Light
Two Outta Three Ain't Bad
Anything For Love
Bat Out Of Hell

Mercury Blues

The Instruments

The most outstanding display of instruments on this tour was for lead guitarist Paul Crook as he used more than 10 different ones! Randy Flowers used a couple of different guitars, plus Meat Loaf, Patti and CC had guitars for various songs in the set (although there was some debate amongst fans about whether they were actually plugged in at all!). One of the features of the backstage tour on the platinum packages at the venues was the explanation about Mark Alexander’s piano and how it is not a standard piano as such but instead creates a signal which instigates the sound to be generated at the sound desk. John Micelli appeared to have his full set of drums as he has on other Meat Loaf tours.

Of course a mention must be made of the bass guitars which Kasim used on this tour as he was road testing the prototypes of his KSulton Signature Bass and reporting how it played on www.KSultonBass.com after most concerts. In total I believe that Kasim used 4 prototypes of the bass (with one of them being given away in a raffle at the Hurricane Katrina Benefit concert which raised about $1,500!), plus sometimes he would use his pearl colored bass. For his opening sets, Kasim used two different acoustic guitars.
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The Set

The set used for this tour was pretty much as it has been on previous Meat Loaf tours with the drums in the middle and Mark Alexander’s piano / keyboards up at the back at stage left. Just in front of him for most of the set would stand CC (although she moved to the other side during the latter part of the set) and in front of her at the front of the stage would stand Paul Crook. Meat Loaf would mainly stand in the middle of the stage and just to his left would be Kasim with Randy Flowers beside him. Randy’s keyboards were behind them at the back and Patti Russo would mainly stand on a riser in front of those.

The Clothes

The most outstanding clothes on stage each night were worn by the female vocalists Patti Russo and CC. They each had a number of different outfits (all in similar styles) that were based on skin-tight pants (PVC looking) and basques which certainly attracted the attention of most of the males in the audiences! During Anything For Love they would also both wear long coats on stage (earlier in the set in Holland when it was bitterly cold that night!).

Meat Loaf came on stage wearing a leather jacket with tassels and blue sunglasses. Usually he would only wear the jacket for Whore but sometimes he would keep his glasses on for longer. During Paradise By The Dashboard Light, Meat Loaf would wear his red and white college looking cloth jacket which he has worn on other tours and in Anything For Love he would don a three quarter length velvet jacket. For the main bulk of the concert he would wear his usual loose shirt and black pants which he’s worn on previous tours so obviously feels comfortable wearing.
The best way to spot which concert a photo is from is to look at which shirt Kasim is wearing! Out of all the band he was the member with the most varied (and most interesting!) stage outfits! During the Meat Loaf part of the concerts he always wore black pants but he wore at least 10 different tops! Unfortunately the clothes the other guys in the band wore were far less distinguishable.
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The Opening Acts

All the non-England concerts in Europe were festival type gigs with multiple opening acts (except Bonn which only had Valentino opening and Switzerland which had no opening act). These opening acts included Mel C (from The Spice Girls), Status Quo, Valentino, Mark Giiliespie, Steve Harvey and Cockney Rebel, Lunick, Juli, Styx, Little River Band, Crosby, Stills and Nash and The Hooters. At the English concerts the opening act was the up and coming rock band Hurricane Party (who have now changed their name to Roadstar since Hurricane Katrina hit the Gulf Coast). 
At the US concerts there were not opening acts at every concert (especially the casino venues). Johnny Lives opened several of the concerts (as both a band and a solo artist). To the delight of most fans Kasim opened at four of the concerts (Cleveland, Clearwater, Pooler and Clarkston)! The length of Kasim’s opening set varied depending on the venue but his longest was at Pooler when he played 6 songs.
Kasim sung all these songs solo during the tour:

The One Sure Thing

Before She Was Gone

Somebody Loves You

Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing

Cliché

There Goes My Inspiration

Ticket To Ride

Sacrifice
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The Shows
The concerts at the start of the tour were strictly limited to 90 minutes but by the end of the tour they were often playing for just under two hours. This tour was faster paced in the fact that there was little talk and more music than on previous tours. At most concerts the set list was 14 songs long which consisted of 3 cover songs, 1 from Couldn’t Have Said It Better, 3 from Bat Out Of Hell II, 1 from DeadRinger For Love, 5 from Bat Out Of Hell and 1 track which will be on Bat Out Of Hell III.
Warrior
The concerts started with Randy Flowers walking on stage and playing a bluesy type of music, then John Miceli played the drums while all the other men in the band (Kasim Sulton, Randy Flowers, Paul Crook and Mark Alexander) played guitar. The tune they played was more rocking than blues and lasted for only 1 or 2 minutes maximum. Warrior is a Steve Earle song and they played a version which was very close to the original album version. 
During this song Kasim used to stand right at the front of the stage (which was a great opportunity to take good photos of him!).

Whore
This is a song that is on Meat Loaf's adopted daughter Pearl Aday's CD. According to the album notes the song was written by the band called Mother Superior who write a lot of Pearl’s songs. At the concerts it was just Meat Loaf, Patti Russo and CC who sang the vocals with all the guys playing guitar and John Miceli on drums. One complaint lots of fans had about this song was that the words were very hard to distinguish. 
This was another good photo opportunity as Kasim was again right at the front of the stage with the rest of the band.
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Life Is A Lemon
This song has been a feature near the beginning of Meat Loaf concerts since Bat Out Of Hell II was released in 1993 and the arrangement varies little from tour to tour. On this tour they had the recorded “ohh”s at the beginning of the song again and the stage lighting seemed to be very similar to other tours with the stage being darkened at the “fade to black” line.
Meat Loaf would play a guitar a little during this song and would usually throw out a lot of guitar pics! At the beginning of the song Patti and CC would stand on either side of the front of the stage and then go back to the center for the “What about?” part. They would sing the lines individually with Meat Loaf singing the response and Kasim, Randy and Mark singing the “It’s Defective” parts.

This was the first track on which Kasim would sing background vocals so he was usually based around his microphone stand but would often move around the stage during the musical parts of the song too. For the past 18 months Kasim has hardly moved around the stage (on The Liars Tour Kasim mainly stayed in his pod, during Movin’ Out he has to stand in one place and during the Patty Smyth and Scandal Tour earlier this year all the band were quite stationary) so he was great to see him unfettered on this tour! 
Black Betty
This is a well known cover song which Ram Jam recorded (it's the song that goes "Black Betty Bam-ba-Lam" quite a bit!). Most of the vocals in this song were sung by Meat Loaf but Kasim sang with him a lot at the beginning of the tour and at the last couple of concerts when Meat Loaf was ill.

The highlight of this song for me were the opening few bars as they were played on the bass! Unfortunately more often than not the lighting guy didn’t light Kasim at this part!

DeadRinger For Love
This is a song which is quite often featured in tours in Europe but on this tour they sang it in the US too. Other than the ending of the song, the version they played is quite true to the way it was recorded on the album. 
This was a song where Meat Loaf’s love of theatrics was brought into play. He would start the song by making some comment and putting a wad of notes into his back pocket. The comments would vary depending on the venue, for example, at casinos he would say something about having won some money and in Orlando he said that the money was to buy a Goofy T-shirt. This song was a duet with Patti Russo and when the song was almost over she would beckon CC to distract Meat Loaf so that she could take the money and then she and CC would walk off leaving Meat Loaf – he would then often comment something like being “cleared out in Clearwater”.
During the second verse of the song while Meat Loaf and Patti Russo were singing at the front of the stage, the guitarists Paul Crook and Randy Flowers would join Kasim wherever he was on stage and they would play with the bass being emphasised. They’ve played this song like that on other tours and I think it’s a nice touch as the guitarists get a lot of time in the spotlight so it’s great that the bass (and Kasim) is highlighted for this section.
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Out Of The Frying Pan (And Into The Fire)
This was the one of the highlights of the concert for lots of fans (myself included) as this is just such a great rocking track which screams out to be sung live! This song evolved a lot during the tour and by the final few concerts they had slowed down the song considerably towards the end with Patti and CC providing a few “fire”’s to Meat Loaf’s ad-libbing which was very effective.
For fans of Kasim this was a great opportunity for him to exercise both his vocals and his lungs as he really used to belt out the song! It used to amaze me how much he got into the song (i.e. how widely he used to open his mouth!) compared to Randy Flowers who stood next to him and has a more subdued style on stage!
You Took The Words Right Outta My Mouth
This song was sung very similarly to the version on Bat Out Of Hell and very much to the format of other recent Meat Loaf tours. Towards the end of the song, Meat Loaf would get the audience to sing (and clap) the chorus and at several concerts would spot someone in the audience not singing (or even standing) and entice them by threats (and embarrassment) to join in with the rest of the audience.
As this song is quite heavy on the vocals, Kasim would spend the majority of this song at his microphone. The highlight of the song at lots of the concerts was that Kasim would re-start the song after the audience participation part, singing the first few words by himself!
Only When I Feel (If It Ain’t Broke)
This is the song which Meat Loaf always introduced as from the forthcoming album Bat Out Of Hell 3: The Final At Bat (due out in 2006). The song was written by Jim Steinman and is two songs combined, Only When I Feel and If It Ain’t Broke.

At these concerts the song started with Meat Loaf sitting on a stool singing the slow section of "how it hurts only when I feel". The song then went into the fast part of the song that is If It Ain't Broke (Break It). This fast part is already commercially available as it appeared on the soundtrack to the MTV musical version of Wuthering Heights. Near the end of the song, they go back to the slower Only When I Feel part before finishing with singing loads of "If it ain't broke - BREAK IT!". Towards the end of the tour the song changed so that the return to the slow part consisted of only a couple of lines.
Kasim would not be on stage for the slow beginning of the song but this would be one song where Kasim covered a lot of the stage when he did enter for the fast section!
All Revved Up
This song started with the long intro which has been a feature of Meat Loaf tours since 1996 – lots of fans at the concerts often would not recognise the song until the vocals started! The song itself was played very much like the album version.
Paradise By The Dashboard Light
Next came the theatrical Paradise By The Dashboard Light. Each tour this song is acted out in a different way (recent tours gave included wedding dresses, nightgowns, whips and Madonna-cone bras!). By comparison this tour was played quite low-keyed as the song itself was given more emphasis than on other tours. The punch-line of this tour was Meat Loaf asking if Patti knew the definition of being stupid and her response being whether he knew the definition of a “fat fuck”. Before they played the baseball tape near the end of the tour Meat Loaf would say that he could hear his mother saying that he shouldn’t go out with a girl dressed like Patti was (she had the Paradise leather jacket on over her Whore outfit) while he could also hear his father saying that he should before they start snogging!
As this was a faster based version of the song, thankfully Kasim stayed on stage more than on previous tours!
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Two Outta Three Ain't Bad
This is the song which was added to the set list at the 11th concert of the tour (in Ireland) and soon became a real favorite as it was a very different arrangement to the original on Bat Out Of Hell – it was far more rocking. Most fans of Kasim will know that it was Kasim that suggested to Jim Steinman when they were recording the album back in the 1970s that they changed the chord from a C minor with a C flat bass (as Jim had written it) to a C minor with an E flat bass which then became the hook of the song. Fast forward to 2005 and Kasim arranged an amazing musical part in the song which even left most musicians in the audience astounded! The musicality of that section coupled with the warm vocals made for a very memorable experience. 
Kasim would stand in front of his microphone for the singing part of this song and then at most concerts would move across to just in front of Mark Alexander for the musical part, he then would often share Patti’s microphone to sing the remainder of the song. Kasim’s bass playing in this song was just incredible to watch as he used to put his whole heart in it, getting faster and faster as the music reached it’s crescendo!
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Anything For Love
To my knowledge this is the first time that the arrangements to this song have been changed on a tour. At all previous tours it’s been played like it is on the album but on this tour the song started with "I would do anything for love but I won't do that" sung about 10 times (Kasim and CC sang the first couple and then the others in the band including Meat Loaf joined in) before they then sung the first verse, then one chorus and ended with Patti Russo walking on stage for the "Will you raise me up, will you help me down" section. After the “screwing around” line at most concerts Meat Loaf would walk over and kiss her full on the lips.

This was another song where Kasim’s vocals could be heard very clearly and is a song which suits his voice to perfection.
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Bat Out Of Hell

By the end of the tour the crew would wait until the start of this song before they revealed the stage backdrop which was the cover of Meat Loaf’s Greatest Hits album with the massive bat and a guy standing on a ledge overlooking a burnt out city. The version of Bat Out Of Hell was the same version as appears on the album and is the way it’s been played on every tour – something I hope they never change!
At most concerts Kasim would stand right at the front of the stage again at the beginning of this song which was great to see!
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Mercury Blues
After Bat Out Of Hell the band would leave the stage and return for the encore, Mercury Blues which is also known as Crazy About A Mercury and is the "hidden" track on the Meat Loaf album Couldn't Have Said It Better (it's the only track that is song from that album on this tour). The song was written by KC Douglas and Robert Geddins and was used extensively in a Ford car commercial. Alan Jackson, David Lindle, Steve Miller and Canned Heat have also recorded versions of the song.

Meat Loaf used to use this song for a “battle” between him, Randy Flowers and Paul Crook on their guitars while Kasim used to just keep playing his steady bass. Kasim used to provide the shrill whistles during the song.

They would then all come to the front of the stage for the band bow (the introductions were made before Two Outta Three Ain’t Bad with Kasim often being called Kasim “The Kid” Sulton!) before leaving to tumultuous applause!
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The Fans

Lots of fans went to multiple concerts so I asked several of them to give me their views of the tour:
Like with every new tour I had to get used to what was on offer. The length or the lack of improvisations and quiet moments disappointed me a bit. Later on, especially with the addition of Two Out Of Three in the sell-out UK-shows (not one of my favorites, but the perfect addition to this setlist) I got it and loved it for what it was meant to be: A perfect non-stop rock show with a brilliant band and the most charismatic front man imaginable. Who am I to complain anyhow, as long as Frying Pan is there?   

it is always great to meet the other people with that SteinMeatmusic/Kasimland Express disease. They are driven by different motivations, but share the same insanity!

Michael Marxen - Germany
The 'Hair Of The Dog' tour will be in my memory as the Great Summer of 2005. Being able to enjoy 5 shows of Meat Loaf and the Neverland Express was one amazing fact. The other one is definitely the meeting up with so many dear friends to enjoy it with. The wonderful venues in the UK and the lovely weather made it even more perfect! Thank You to each and everyone involved, for your part in making it such an amazing summer to me! 

Ankie Horjus, Holland

What looked horribly like my not being able to get to any shows at all was turned around at pretty much the last minute when my daughter and son-in-law came to the rescue and I found myself able to take a much needed break to get to two concerts on the Hair Of The Dog tour. Flights to the UK were hurriedly booked and friends were able to help with hotel reservations. From being soaked to the skin at Leeds Castle to the sweltering temperatures under canvas in Liverpool, nothing, absolutely nothing was going to spoil my enjoyment of the concerts … and what fantastic shows they were! Although sad that I couldn’t attend any more shows on this tour, or spend as much time as I would have liked with friends, I have some wonderful memories and photos. I will be eternally grateful to everyone, (family and friends), who helped along the way to make this possible. Live music is the very best therapy in the world and none better than Meat and The Neverland Express in concert!

Diane Le Page, Guernsey, UK

I love Meat’s music, Jim’s songs, and I love the show they put on. There are no duet singing together that is better than Meat and Patti. My wife and I are spoiled because we were fortunate enough to sit close to the stage many times. Up close, you can see the expressions on their faces. You can see that they are having fun every night. Every member of the band is great. They all will stop and talk with you for a minute or sign an autograph or take a picture. We went to 8 shows in the northeast USA and I think the audience was the best in Scranton, PA and the worst in New Hampshire. The shows were all great; but John Waite was the better opening act. I’m sorry we didn’t attend any that Kasim opened. We did speak with each band member and a lot of fan club members who attended more than one show, a lot of old friends and now some new. On a previous tour we got to meet Patti’s mother and sister, and of course, Meat’s daughters. On this tour we got to see Kasim’s mother, brother, and daughters, Paul’s parents and brother, CC’s husband and sisters, Mark’s wife & son, and many more. It’s nice to see their families still involved in their lives.
Gary Goveia, US
Chatsworth House, 10th September 2005. What an amazing show, the weather was great and the atmosphere through the concert ground was amazing. Meat, Patti and CC roared on to the stage and for near enough 2 hours just totally blew us away. Meat and the NLE were absolutely amazing that night, just wish I could have seen more of them this year. Thanks Meat for an awesome show and thank you very very much NLE, totally awesome!!!

See you for Bat III


Ross (SuperLoafMan), UK
At the beginning of the tour I was disappointed as I felt that the sets were rushed but with the inclusion of Two Outta Three Ain’t Bad, it felt like just a fast paced rock concert which is what I love! As well as meeting up with lots of friends at the various concerts, it gave me a chance to travel to several new places plus I was also lucky enough to see two of Kasim’s opening sets which was just brilliant! 

Sue Williams, UK
The Hair of the Dog tour was nothing short of fantastic.  I believe Meat is better than he's ever been, and he and the band were full of energy, fun, great music and creativity - every show had something new - I saw 18 shows, and the last in Kansas City was every bit as thrilling as the first in New York City.  I travelled all over the eastern U.S., had the time of my life, and would do it again in a heartbeat.

-Kathy Borror, Columbus, Ohio
My husband and I saw three of the shows on the HOTD tour, 12th and 19th September in Clearwater, Florida and 21st September in Orlando, Florida.  We thoroughly enjoyed each of the shows, it was my husbands first experience with a Meat Loaf show so he was a bit stunned at times but is now much more of a fan than he was previously.  Songs that were a highlight for me were Fryin' Pan, Only When I Feel and Dead Ringer.  A major highlight was Kasim's opening set at the 12th September Clearwater show, when he was kind enough to play a song that I had requested by email, "One Sure Thing".  Between that and speaking with Kasim after both Clearwater shows, my husband is now a dedicated Kasim fan!  Nearly every day when he comes home from work I hear either Quid Pro Quo or a fan recording of Kasim's opening set at the Mountain Winery a few years ago absolutely blaring from his car speakers.  My 8 year old son also has a photo that Kasim signed for him on his closet door, so there are definitely two new Kasim fans as a result of this tour!  We enjoyed this tour tremendously, now it's just time to wait for the Bat III tour and some of those rumored 2006 Kasim solo shows- we'll be there!

Sherrie Williams 
Largo, FL
I was lucky enough to see them 4 times this tour, twice in the beginning (at Atlantic City and the Mohegan Sun) and then twice at the end when they returned to Atlantic City again.  I have so many great memories .... from hanging out backstage and talking to Meat before the first two shows, enjoying the concerts from the best seats in the house with old friends and new, watching the reaction of the crowds, and laughing at Randy and Kasim as they took turn throwing guitar pics to us in the audience.  The shows were absolutely incredible, the best I have ever seen.  Meat was fully of energy and never sounded better.  He and the band were having a ball, taking us all on a wild and crazy roller coaster ride.  I'll never forget seeing Dead Ringer live for the very first time, dancing along to Black Betty, listening to 

Only When I Feel improving from show to show, or ending up standing by the stage once again at the final show Atlantic City.  People all around me were singing along to Two Out Of Three Ain't Bad and Anything For Love that night ..... but I just couldn't move.  Being that close watching Meat and Patti give such emotional performances was truly memorizing, and something that I won't forget for a long time.

 

At this point I just want to say a big thank you to Kasim ..... not only for his talent and personality, but mainly for his dedication in helping Meat put together one of the best bands I've ever seen.  Not only are they all extremely talented, but they're also a great group of people, and I feel extremely grateful that I got to spend some time with all of them the last couple of months.  Thank you to Meat, Kasim, and the entire NLE not only for the concerts but also the memories that will last a lifetime. 

 

Vicki Pearson, Newark, Delaware 

"...I'll be waiting here with something that you'll never forget."

What an understatement!

I managed to get myself to four of Meat's 'Hair of the Dog' shows...what a ride it was (literally....a grand total of 4,508 miles (2,870 of them in a car mind you).

It's difficult to summarize my experience because it was so multi-faceted that, in retrospect, its almost overwhelming. The music was amazing....the band was simply brilliant for each and every show I attended and being able to see Meat Loaf in concert was like a dream come true....each night. For the shows I attended, I can honestly say that I had some of the best times of my life. I met some extraordinary people along the way (Eva, Tamara, Marvin, Kathy, Jeannie to name a few) to which I must say "Thank You" for adding that extra element to such an amazing experience. And...ultimately...a huge "Thank You" to Meat and everyone in the NLE...for the opportunity to see one of the best live shows I have ever had the opportunity to attend....I had an absolute blast...all four times!

Jo Milos, North Carolina
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Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Michael Marxen, Ankie Horjous, Diane Le Page, Gary Goveia, SuperLoafMan, Kathy Borror, Sherrie Williams, Vicki Pearson and Jo Milos for their comments on the tour in this issue, plus special thanks to Susan Yates for the photos of Kasim’s solo gig.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

The next edition of this magazine will be issued at the beginning of 2006 and will look back on Kasim Sulton’s 2005 plus will include an article about his appearance at GuitarFest a couple of weeks ago.

Please remember to check KasimInfo.com each day for the most up to date news about Kasim and the artists with which he is associated. Any submissions to the website should be sent to SueW@KasimInfo.com – full credit is always given.
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