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Something’s Gonna Happen
	There are now 39 Meat Loaf dates in Europe and the US which Kasim will be playing between 2nd June and 16th September. KasimInfo.com has ticket and venues links and the next edition of this magazine will contain a detailed look at this forthcoming tour.
Recently Todd Rundgren confirmed that a Utopia 30th Anniversary Tour is being considered for 2006! Currently there is talk of it only lasting for a few dates but with all the fan interest generated it may well be extended. Apparently Kasim first approached Todd with this suggestion in Japan in October last year!
Despite concentrating on writing and recording songs for his next solo album, Kasim Sulton is still keeping busy making appearances in Movin’ Out (the musical based on songs by Billy Joel) each week. During the past few weeks he has played 3 or 4 of the 8 performances each week and Kasim is the only musician in the history of the musical to occupy two “chairs”! 
From 29th January to 19th February Kasim played 8 gigs as part of Patty Smyth and Scandal around the East Coast and in Ohio. Kasim played bass in the band and sang background vocals. He also sang a duet with Patty Smyth on her hit (with Don Henley) called Sometimes Love Just Ain’t Enough. This edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine contains a detailed look back at this mini tour. 

Kasim recently posted a message to his mailing list in which, amongst other news, he mentioned that he is looking into playing a solo gig while he is the UK! Please keep checking KasimSulton.com for any future developments on this project. 
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Copies of Quid Pro Quo are available at several places online.

www.SphereSound.com are selling version two of the album for $15. Sphere Sound Records also have their last remaining 4 copies of Quid Pro Quo (Limited Edition) available for $20.
www.shopsourceone.com are also selling the album with autographed copies (which also contain a used guitar pic plus some contain a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a concert) for the special offer price of $19.95. 
TRBazaar.com are now selling Quid Pro Quo. They charge $16 plus shipping. This site will work out the cheapest if you wish to purchase copies of Kasim’s other solo albums at the same time.
Recently Kasim announced that he has signed to Sanctuary Records so soon fans will be able to purchase Quid Pro Quo from stores too.
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Intro / Editorial
That’s already one third of 2005 under the bridge! Thankfully Kasim has been keeping himself busy on stage in the US with 8 Scandal gigs, one show case performance, a week in Florida for recording and 26 appearances in Movin’ Out! Let’s just hope that Kasim is still managing to find the time (and inspiration) to write some more great songs for his next solo album!
Kasim recently confirmed that the negotiations are over and that he is now a fully fledged artist on Sanctuary Records! He said that there are plans to release a third version of Quid Pro Quo. This version will have two additional tracks but that he also plans to make these tracks available to fans who have already bought the album. I’m certainly looking forward to be able to walk into my local record store and see Quid Pro Quo sitting in the “S” rack!
There have been numerous updates to KasimInfo.com most days recently with the Meat Loaf Tour of Europe and the US being announced, plus both Kasim and Todd talking openly about the Utopia 30th Anniversary Tour next year! The latest comment from Todd was that all the 4 band members are ensuring that they leave a space in their diary for it so that looks very promising!

This edition of the magazine mainly looks at the mini tour that Kasim has just completed as part of Patty Smyth and Scandal. There is also a longer essay (rant!) than usual about how Kasim’s fans are being ripped off. 
Enough of my waffling – time for you to all read The Kasim Sulton Magazine #20….!
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(Just one word of warning to remember that tomorrow is April Fool’s Day so you just may not recognise KasimInfo.com….!)

Kasim Sulton’s tour as part of Patty Smyth and Scandal
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From Saturday 29th January until Saturday 19th February Kasim Sulton played an eight date mini tour of Connecticut, New York, New Jersey and Ohio as part of Patty Smyth and Scandal.
Kasim first became involved in the band in August last year when he was asked to fly to Los Angeles to record the VH-1 show Bands Reunited. This show gets together old bands that haven't met up for a few years and they play together a short set in front of a live audience.
 

Patty Smyth and Scandal were popular in the 1980s and had hits such as The Warrior and Goodbye To You. Kasim is friends with all the band and was asked to replace their bassist who died of cancer a few years ago. 
 

The tour dates were:
Saturday 29th January - Webster Theatre, Hartford, CT 
Friday 4th February - Starland Ballroom, Sayreville, NJ 
Saturday 5th February - Paradise Rock Club, Boston, MA
Wednesday 9th February - Irving Plaza, New York, NY 
Friday 11th February - Westbury Music Fair, Westbury, NY 
Saturday 12th February - Trump Marina, Atlantic City, NJ 
Friday 18th February - The Odeon, Cleveland, OH 
Saturday 19th February - Bogart’s, Cincinnati, OH 
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As most of the dates were fairly local to New York, most of the band were able to return to their homes after each show (except for the Ohio gigs) which resulted in Patty Smyth catching the New York subway to the Irving Plaza gig!

At most gigs the band played for about an hour and a quarter and the show usually started with Love’s Got A Line On You and ended with River Deep, Mountain High. Other regulars on the set list were Goodbye To You, Hands Tied, Downtown Train, Heartache Heard Round The World and Scandal’s biggest hit, The Warrior. There were also a couple of gigs where they played a different song like Sweet Old World in Sayreville and Stand By Your Man in New York City.
After almost each show Patty Smyth and the band would come out to the foyer to sign autographs and meet fans which was a nice touch. Usually this was advertised after the concerts over the PA system too!
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The first date of the tour was at the freezing cold Webster Theatre in snow-drenched Hartford, Connecticut. The area had received over a foot of snow the previous weekend and with the temperature not creeping above freezing all week, there were still massive volumes of snow everywhere. We were lucky that the concert was not the previous weekend as the gig at the theatre then had had to be cancelled due to the weather!
Patty Smyth and Scandal were the last of 4 acts on the bill that night so went on stage at 10.15pm by which time the cold theatre was even colder – after the show, you could see your breath in the foyer! Considering it was my first ever Scandal gig, I thoroughly enjoyed it and I was surprised at how many of the songs I did actually recognize! At a show later in the tour, Patty remarked that she didn’t enjoy the Hartford gig and it was certainly obvious at other gigs that she had problems with her voice that night (not helped by the cold). 

The highlight of the evening for me (and of the whole tour) was that Kasim sang Sometimes Love Just Ain’t Enough with Patty and their voices blended together perfectly with Kasim singing at the higher pitch than Patty. That song was a hit for Patty and Don Henley (of The Eagles) and it was obvious at each gig that the majority of the fans recognized it!
6 days (and 7,000 miles for me!) later the second gig was at the packed Starland Ballroom in Sayreville, New Jersey. The Starland Ballroom was rather a pretentious name for what looked like a barn outside but inside it was packed with fans! This was especially surprising as the venue was in the back of beyond. In total contrast with the Webster Theatre, this venue was very hot!
Again Patty Smyth and Scandal were the fourth of four acts so tonight they didn’t leave the stage until just before 1.00am. As they had to drive up to Boston, MA the next day, this weekend was not one of a lot of sleep! This was especially true for Kasim as he was playing in the matinee performance of Movin’ Out on the Sunday so had to return to New York after the Boston gig!
One amusing thing occurred during Hands Tied at this gig as Patty’s microphone came away from its cord so she couldn’t sing for a few lines! Afterwards she remarked that she always fiddles with things!
As I said before, the next gig was the following night up in Boston, MA. This gig was in the center of Boston, near the university and was a smaller venue but was well attended. There was only one support band for this gig and finally we had a venue with a comfortable climate! It was also at this gig that Patty Smyth made the audience sing part of The Warrior again during the encore.
Four days later we had the only mid-week gig of the tour and this was at the Irving Plaza in Manhattan. Kasim last played this venue on the Todd Rundgren Power Trio Tour in 2000 and it was almost as crowded tonight. It was definitely the local gig for most of the band – even some of Patty’s children’s schoolteachers were there! The most surprising inclusion in the set list that night for me was Tammy Wynette’s Stand By Your Man (a song I never expected to hear Kasim play!).
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The next weekend (11th and 12th February) was the seated section of the tour, and consequently the tickets were more expensive. The Friday night concert at the Westbury Music Fair was my favorite of the whole tour. They played in the “half round” and Patty obviously didn’t like the idea that she was separated from the audience both by a small wall and by several feet distance so she often came into the audience to sing! She even stood on the top of a seat for one song! Another amusing moment at that gig was when she was talking about Kasim and someone in the audience called out “Liar” so Patty admonished him until Kasim pointed out that he had just played in the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour!
The next night they played the Trump Marina in Atlantic City. This was probably the best sold of the whole tour and at $30 a ticket it was easily the most lucrative for someone! The highlight of this gig just had to be Keith Mac’s young daughter getting on stage to dance during River Deep, Mountain High! She was only about 6 years old but had no nerves – the sight of her just dropping to her knees to play some air guitar was amazing!
For the final weekend of the mini tour the last gigs were in Ohio – in Cleveland and Cincinnati. They were both great gigs (both standing) and I think my only disappointment was that neither gig was very full. Probably the most memorable part of the Cleveland gig was a girl flashing her boobs during one song which all the band and Patty obviously found very hilarious and in Cincinnati Patty being reduced to tears during Sometimes Love Just Ain’t Enough.
During the tour on stage Patty did say that they had plans to record another album. Whether Kasim’s other commitments allow him to participate in this project waits to be seen but he certainly appeared to be having fun each night on stage as part of Patty Smyth and Scandal!
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Sometimes controversial, sometimes amusing, sometimes sycophantic, sometimes critical but  always a topic of conversation......this is the (subjective) series of essays about Kasim Sulton.
 

The Kasim Sulton Essay
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Tickets – are Kasim’s fans being ripped off?

For once I’m not going to focus an essay on Kasim Sulton but rather on us fans of Kasim Sulton. Are we being ripped off by the ticketing agencies when we go to see Kasim play?

A snip from an article on Pollstar.com today - I was telling my grandchildren about how buying tickets was different before Ticketmaster. I told them how we'd camp out in front of the box office for two, three, sometimes even four days before tickets went on sale for a really big act, like The Allman Brothers Band or Elton John. Then I told them that tickets would cost only five, maybe six dollars. What's more, I told them that back in the day there were never, ever, any 
service charges or convenience fees.
The History

I was lucky that for the first concert that I ever saw Kasim play (with Meat Loaf at Wembley, London in 1994) I rang to get tickets for a different Meat Loaf concert but I was told that an extra one had gone on sale 30 minutes previously so instead I could have second row seats at that. Obviously I realized that second row seats at a 12,000 seat arena were not the norm and certainly in their next run of concerts later that same year, I did end up at the back wall two times (with binoculars!). 
Kasim then played in the UK with Meat Loaf in 1996, in 1999 and then again in 2002 and each time it was easy enough to find out when tickets would go on sale and ring up dead on time and get a seat in the front few rows. (There was a slight problem in 1999 when originally some of the concerts were going to be “in the round” but then they changed it to an end stage so some people were moved back a row.)
When the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better Tour in 2003 was announced for some reason the fan clubs weren’t notified about when the tickets would go on sale so we basically rang the ticket agencies each morning to ask if any more had gone on sale. Some of the venues (for example Belfast and Cardiff) were standing so it was a case of on the night getting there early enough to be able to stand near to the front in order to be able to see Kasim clearly (as he was rarely shown on the screens). For the other concerts it became obvious after a while that the two main ticket agencies in the UK (TicketMaster and TicketLine) had the seating “shared” out amongst themselves so that TicketLine had Paul Crook’s side of the stage and TicketMaster had Kasim’s side. Unfortunately as at the majority of the venues TicketLine went on sale a whole 24 hours before TicketMaster, we ended up getting a good seat but on the far side of the stage from Kasim!
When Todd Rundgren played the UK in 2004 again it was a case of whoever rung up first got the best seats (plus two out of the five venues were standing).
A similar method seemed to be in operation in the US. I didn’t go to any of the Meat Loaf 1994 concerts but certainly for all the concerts I saw in the US between 1996 and 2004 it appeared to be a case of “first come, first served”. Even at the expensive Millennium concert (tickets were $250) we all stood as much a chance of getting in the front row as any other fans.
The Present / Future
Obviously I know best the section of the Internet concerned with the artists that Kasim tours with. Kasim’s most recent tour was with Patty Smyth and for that mini tour, other than Westbury and Atlantic City, they were all General Admission. Both the Westbury and Atlantic City tickets appeared to be issued on a “first come, first served” basis.
Kasim is also making appearances in Movin’ Out this year and again those tickets certainly appear to be fairly distributed. (Of course the problem that fans of Kasim have is that it’s not usually announced until, about the Tuesday each week which performances he’ll be playing in so the best seats have usually already been sold but often it is still possible to buy seats in the front mezzanine for the less popular performances.) The other problem with this musical is that tickets are expensive - $100 plus charges.
Todd Rundgren is touring the US and Europe this year and, other than in some venues in the UK (which I’ll cover later), seats appear to be sold fairly from the front backwards.

That then brings us to the Meat Loaf Summer Tour….
Buying Tickets for the Meat Loaf Tour in the UK
This is the twenty first century and yet bizarrely in the UK tickets for most of the Meat Loaf tour first went on sale via the telephone……a full 24 hours before they went on sale online. To confuse matters even more we were originally told that tickets would be going on sale the previous day to when they actually did!

When my friends and I all rang up that day there were three seated concerts that were available – Leeds Castle, Chatsworth House and Warwick Castle. Despite calling dead on 9 o’clock, the best seats that any of us could get on the telephone through TicketMaster (TicketLine and the individual venues were not selling them that day) was Row H for Warwick Castle, Row S for Chatsworth House and we were told that all the 1,050 seating at Leeds Castle had already sold out! As Kasim is not often shown on the screens (if there are any) then obviously Row S was not really a viable option. Thankfully later that day we were sent a link to a TicketMaster presale that enable us to book some good seats. Unfortunately for some of my friends they have subsequently received calls from TicketMaster to say that they have not received the ticket allocation that they expected and have been moved back into the second, third and even seventh rows!
The first concert in Liverpool went on sale before any of the others and there was total confusion there as lots of fans could not justify paying £177 (about $250) to purchase VIP tickets. Although a drink of champagne and a buffet, plus a programme were included in the price, for those people going to multiple concerts, that was too much money. However on the day that the tickets went on sale, several fans were told by TicketMaster that the VIP section was only in the middle section and that the side blocks in front of the stage were the “normal” price of about £50 ($75). This has now turned out to be false information (TicketMaster’s excuse is that they didn’t have the correct seating plan that day!) and these fans are now in the block behind the block that is behind the VIP section so instead of being in the front row, they are in row 27 or further back! 

The remaining concerts in the UK, Ireland, Germany, Holland and Switzerland are all General Admission or are festivals (therefore with no reserved seating.)

The majority of tickets for all the UK Meat Loaf concerts are more expensive than on previous tours too. For the Couldn’t Have Said It Better Tour a ticket at Wembley cost £30 ($45) plus charges. Tickets at these concerts are generally £40 - £56 ($60 - $75) plus charges.

Buying Tickets for the Meat Loaf Tour in the US
The first sight of seats available at any Meat Loaf concert in the US was for the Vienna, VA concert about a month before they officially went on sale when a ticket agency were offering second or third row seats for $225. It turns out that these were tickets that were bought for a whole series of concerts at the venue which is how they knew that they would be available for sale.
Tickets went on sale for most of the US concerts this week through the official Meat Loaf fan club (more about this offer later) but 24 hours before these links went live, AOL (via TicketMaster) were offering a presale for tickets with the AOL password – the password was clearly written on the first page so anybody (whether they were on AOL or not) could book tickets. However this offer was not as promising as it looked as I went online when the link first became live and could book one seat in the following rows:

NYC - Row 5 for first night
NYC - Row 13 for the second night
NYC - Row 3 for the third night
Atlantic City - Row 20
Uncasville - Row 11
Darien Lake - Row 5
Boston - Row 6
Saratoga - Row 3
Cleveland - Row 3
The question that I had was that if this was the presale, why was it only possible to buy tickets in Row 20 in Atlantic City and in the thirteenth row for one of the New York City concerts?!!
24 hours later tickets for these concerts became available to members of the Official Fan Club and will be offered to the general public on Saturday (in most cases).

What does the Official Fan Club have to offer?

In June 2004 Meat Loaf’s official website opened at MeatLoaf.net. Fans joined the club and were promised things like a welcome pack and priority booking at concerts. Unfortunately the company that were running the fan club never produced the welcome pack and the site was rarely updated (plus there were no concerts to use any priority booking). Earlier this month, a new company (FanFire) took over the website and the fan club. They have changed it so the whole fan club is only web-based. Fans join for an annual fee of $40 (plus they have allowed existing members and members of the UK Fan Club a “free” six months) which entitles them to purchase Meat Loaf merchandise, to special ticket packages and to areas of the website which other fans can not access. 
Their main selling point is that it will only be through this fan club that fans will be able to attend Meet and Greets to meet Meat Loaf. However this is at a high cost - $400 per ticket! They guarantee with this that fans will be have a “sound check party”, have some extras like coupons for Meat Loaf merchandise plus have a ticket in the first or second row at the concert. On the downside fans will not be told until shortly before the concert exactly where their seat will be. For concerts which are General Admission fans will instead be allowed into the venue 15 minutes early in order to get the best place to stand. This is called the Platinum Package.
The Gold Package costs $150 and allows fans to purchase a seat in rows 2 to 15 (again they will not be told exactly where their seat is until shortly before the concert) plus they may be upgraded to have a Meet and Greet if they are spotted wearing their gold laminate in the venue. Also at concerts which are General Admission fans will instead be allowed into the venue 15 minutes early in order to get the best place to stand too.
The Bronze Package costs $12 above the face value of tickets at each venue and just guarantees a seat somewhere in the front 30 rows (for example in the case of the Clearwater concert it is in rows 9 to 29). For General Admission concerts there is no benefit to purchasing tickets through the official fan club.
What does all this mean to a fan of Kasim’s?

For someone like me who is a fan of Kasim’s and has no wish to meet Meat Loaf, if this is the way that Meat Loaf is going to operate his ticket sales, then it means that the only way to get a decent seat at a concert (and remember that Kasim is rarely shown on the screens) is to purchase a Gold Package at a cost of $150 for each concert….even then we are only guaranteed a seat in the front 15 rows so we could end up in row 15 having paid double the face value of the ticket. The alternative is to hope that TicketMaster or another reputable agency has a decent seat at the time that we telephone or go online.

Ticket abnormalities on recent tours 

As I stated earlier, in the past the first people who booked tickets got the best seats and the later one booked, the further back the seats were. However fans have mentioned a number of abnormalities when it came to booking seats on this tour:

1) Leeds Castle – originally TicketMaster said they had no Gold Circle seats. Later that day they had seats in the front row. A couple of days later they had no seats again. A week later they had seats in the fourth row. Two weeks after tickets went on sale fans were moved back from their front row seats (despite having written confirmation of their seats) to the third row.
2) Warwick Castle – fans who booked seats in the front row were told by TicketMaster two weeks later that they were being reallocated to the third row.
3) Chatsworth House – at least 16 fans who had seats in the front row received telephone calls from TicketMaster to say that their seats had been reallocated to the seventh row.

4) When tickets first went on sale for the Atlantic City gig the best seat available was in row 20 but later that same day a fan was able to book one in row 6.
5) The Clearwater venue stated an hour after the AOL presale had started that they had only allocated seats for the fan club and knew nothing of the AOL presale – in fact that venue always hold back some seats for their own regular patrons.

6) Venues in the UK where Todd Rundgren is playing this year reported “pressure” being put on them by TicketMaster for that agency to be able to sell the best tickets.

Other Ticket Agencies

Earlier today I checked online and some other ticket agencies are still offering front row seats at some of the UK concerts at inflated prices. I won’t name the agencies but the face value for most of the tickets at these concerts are about £50 ($75) but for over £200 ($300) you can purchase front row seats.
How is it that these less reputable agencies can sell front row seats at inflated prices when fans can not get them?

That’s the big question and this is precisely where fans are being ripped off. Could it be that TicketMaster have a relationship with these agencies so that they are sold the best seats at a slightly inflated price? Could it be that these agencies know people in the various box offices around the country and get “first crack” at the tickets?
In the UK we have something called Trading Standards which is a government run organization which looks into unfair trading. When fans have reported some of these practices (including TicketMaster going back on their contract for front row seats) Trading Standards have said point blank that TicketMaster are basically too large “so they can do what they want”!
Conclusion
If this is the way that Meat Loaf intends to proceed on the Bat Out Of Hell III Tour then the only ways to get to see Kasim clearly will be to either purchase one of these expensive fan club packages or to purchase tickets from an inflated price agency or to get lucky and ring the “reputable” agencies at exactly the right time to get a decent seat (and this may not be at the moment that tickets go on sale). 
To see Kasim in Movin’ Out you have to either live within driving distance of New York or have flexible plans so that you can see him on one of the nights that he is in the musical and pay the $100 (plus charges).

If the Utopia 30th Anniversary Tour goes ahead then we’ll have to hope that they play at General admission venues so that we all stand an equal chance of getting a decent view.
However, the best way to see Kasim clearly at a gig and the best value for money by far is to attend one of Kasim’s own solo gigs! They are clearly the best $10 - $20 that you’ll ever spend!
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(Please note that the author of this article is purely a fan of Kasim and just an accountant and is no way associated with the music business.)

Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Gary “Goat” Goveia and Jane Johnson for the photos in this issue.
If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

The next edition of this magazine will be issued sometime before the start of the Meat Loaf Summer 2005 Tour (so that will probably be 1st June!) and will focus on that forthcoming tour including a detailed look at the venues and locations that they will be playing. 
Please remember to check KasimInfo.com each day for the most up to date news about Kasim and the artists with which he is associated. Any submissions to the website should be sent to SueW@KasimInfo.com – full credit is always given.
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