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Something’s Gonna Happen
	The remaining gigs that Kasim Sulton will be playing on the Todd Rundgren Tour are:
Friday 10th September - Sycuan Casino and Resort, El Cajon (San Diego), CA
Sunday 12th September - House Of Blues, Las Vegas, NV
Tuesday 14th September - McNears Mystic Theatre, Petaluma, CA
Wednesday 15th September - Fillmore, San Francisco, CA
Friday 17th September - Canyon Club, Agoura Hills, CA
Saturday 18th September - Cerritos Center, Cerritos, CA
Monday 20th September - Marquee Theatre, Tempe, AZ
Wednesday 22nd September - Aladdin Theater, Portland, OR
Friday 24th September - Heritage Theatre, Campbell, CA

Saturday 23rd October - Club Diamond Hall, Nagoya, Japan
Sunday 24th October - Namba Hatch, Osaka, Japan
Tuesday 26th October - Shibuya AX, Toyko, Japan
Wednesday 27th October - Shibuya AX, Tokyo, Japan
Tickets are still available for all these gigs.
 

Recently Kasim Sulton filmed an episode of VH-1’s popular TV show with Scandal in Los Angeles. This is expected to air in November.
Just in the past couple of days KasimInfo.com passed the one million hits marker!
Since the last magazine was issued, there has still been absolutely no news from the Meat Loaf camp about tour dates. The rumoured October dates will not be happening and the latest rumor is that it may be in the spring to promote the DVD. 
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Copies of Quid Pro Quo are available at several places online.

www.SphereSound.com are selling version two of the album for $15. Anybody who buys a copy of the album via Sphere Sound between now and 30th October are entered into a draw to win the big window poster of the album!
www.shopsourceone.com are also selling the album with autographed copies (which also contain a used guitar pic plus some contain a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a concert) for the special offer price of $19.95. 
TRBazaar.com are now selling Quid Pro Quo. They charge $16 plus shipping. This site will work out the cheapest if you wish to purchase copies of Kasim’s other solo albums at the same time.
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Intro / Editorial
Shortly after Issue 18 of this magazine was e-mailed back in March, my life under-went quite a dramatic change which meant that I realised that I would be unable to continue producing this magazine every two weeks as well as coping with work, updating KasimInfo.com to the standard that people have come to expect and to have a social life too! For that reason this magazine will now be produced on about a quarterly basis….obviously more often if something major like a Kasim Sulton Solo Tour takes place.

Since the last magazine was produced, Kasim has completed the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour, played about 50 dates on the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour, hosted a clinic at Summerfest, played a solo gig at Summerfest, recorded an episode of Bands Reunited for VH-1, plus other things which will only come to light in the coming months!

This magazine looks back at the two years of Quid Pro Quo (I can’t believe that it’s already two years since the album was released!), looks forward to the next leg of the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour and covers Kasim’s appearances at Summerfest and the 3 recent or forthcoming DVD releases in which he is featured.

The past few months have been quite busy on KasimInfo.com too. The vast majority of the days there are updates to the site. Even if there is no news or “Kasim mentions” to add to the Blog page, I usually update the front page with details about which gigs Kasim played “on This Day” over the years, plus the photo on the front page changes (often with a picture that is relevant to that day). Another new feature on the front page is the “Kasim Quotes” section which has proved to be popular.

When we first started the website back in 1999 I never dreamt that there would be enough info to update a site most days but I was certainly wrong as often (especially when Kasim is on tour) there is more info than I have time to add! I suppose that’s the beauty of Kasim being a session musician as well as a singer / songwriter in his own right as there is news coming in from all the artists he works with as well as about his own solo career at times.
And the good news is that Kasim already said earlier this year that in 2005 he plans to concentrate on his solo career!

Enough of my waffling – time for you to all read The Kasim Sulton Magazine #19….!
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Quid Pro Quo

(Two years on)

The Kasim Sulton Magazine #6 was a Quid Pro Quo Special that was issued on the first anniversary of the release of the album. This issue of the magazine looks at the events regarding Quid Pro Quo in this past year of its release.

On 4th September 2003, to celebrate the first anniversary of the release of the album, Sphere Sound Records announced a special 2 for 1 offer on Quid Pro Quo which originally was to run until Christmas but was later extended.
On 20th October 2003 ShopSourceOne started selling copies of Quid Pro Quo online. Each of their copies were autographed by Kasim and contained a Kasim guitar pick. Select copies also contained two backstage passes to meet Kasim. It wasn’t long before fans starting posting on various messageboards that they had won passes and were able to meet him backstage at both the Meat Loaf and Todd Rundgren concerts.
In December 2003 AnneCarlini.com posted another positive review of Quid Pro Quo – it included the quote “This is an album of finely-written and arranged songs, and will be one of those albums that continuously sits in your CD player”.

In December 2003 the Meat Loaf UK Fan Club ran a Christmas competition with the first prize being a copy of Quid Pro Quo.

On 24th March Sphere Sound Records announced that Version One of Quid Pro Quo was sold out!

On Tuesday 4th May Version 2 of Kasim's Sulton's album Quid Pro Quo was available to purchase online exclusively at SphereSound.com. (It later was available at the Todd Rundgren gigs and ShopSourceOne.com too.) In the US single copies of the album are $15 including shipping (2 or more - actual shipping charges apply) and International single copies are $19 including shipping (2 or more - actual shipping charges apply) so it was actually cheaper than the original version of the album. The main differences between versions one and two was that the artwork was slightly different, Kasim’s name was in white on version 1 and in red on version 2 and the “hidden” track Love Reunion is not on version 2.
On Tuesday 6th July Sphere Sound Records announced that they have a promotion ongoing from then until 30th October. Anyone who buys a copy of QPQ2 is automatically entered to win the huge window billboard of the album. They will draw the winner of the contest on Halloween. Kasim Sulton signed the poster in April.

On Thursday 26th August it was announced that far more copies of Quid Pro Quo were sold online than at the Meat Loaf concerts which Kasim Sulton opened.
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Todd Rundgren’s Liars Tour
(Second US leg – 10th to 24th September 2004)

This is the third leg of the Todd Rundgren and The Liars Tour and covers mainly the West Coast area of the US. Originally this leg was supposed to have lasted a full month but this has now been reduced to 9 gigs in 15 days (plus travel days either side of the tour).
The dates and venues are:

Friday 10th September - Sycuan Casino and Resort, El Cajon (San Diego), CA
Sunday 12th September - House Of Blues, Las Vegas, NV
Tuesday 14th September - McNears Mystic Theatre, Petaluma, CA
Wednesday 15th September - Fillmore, San Francisco, CA
Friday 17th September - Canyon Club, Agoura Hills, CA
Saturday 18th September - Cerritos Center, Cerritos, CA
Monday 20th September - Marquee Theatre, Tempe, AZ
Wednesday 22nd September - Aladdin Theater, Portland, OR
Friday 24th September - Heritage Theatre, Campbell, CA
The Sycuan Casino is located about 10 miles from downtown San Diego. The gig takes place at the Showcase Theater within the casino complex. This venue is a seated one and it has just under 500 seats. Tickets are still available for this gig at $25 but this is an over 18 only gig (due to it being a casino).

By road Staten Island to El Cajon is 2,810 miles (and Yahoo reckons it would take over 43 hours to drive!) but hopefully Kasim will be flying in – the airport is less than 20 miles from the venue.
There is no gig on the Saturday (originally this day was to have been the Las Vegas gig before it was moved) and the second concert of the tour is on Sunday 12th in Las Vegas. El Cajon to Las Vegas is 342 miles (about 5 hours driving). The House Of Blues is within the Mandalay Bay Resort and Casino complex where Kasim has played a few concerts with Meat loaf so he should know it quite well by now! Tickets for this gig vary between $22 and $30 (plus booking charges) and seats are still available.
Monday is another day with no gig but on Tuesday 14th they are playing in Petaluma back in California. Las Vegas to Petaluma is 602 miles (just over 9 hours drive time). The McNears Mystic Theatre and Music Hall (to give it it’s full title) was built in 1911 to originally host Vaudeville entertainment! In 1992 it went under a renovation so that live music could be played there and now it is known as the North Bay’s premier music venue! It can hold up to 550 fans and there is also a restaurant on-site. The stage at this venue is about 4 foot tall and about 30 foot wide so the band’s pods will be able to comfortably be accommodated. For this gig the seats will be placed in what the venue calls it’s “limited seating” layout which means that 261 seats will be available, plus standing room. Tickets are still available for this gig at $30.
The next concert on the tour is the following day – Wednesday 15th September. This gig is at the famous Fillmore in San Francisco, CA. Todd Rundgren has a long history with this venue so this promises to be a special show! Tickets are $30 General Admission, plus there are a few table and chair seats still available. This is another venue with a restaurant on-site and fans are already arranging to meet up before the concert! Please note though that the venue does not have it’s own parking facilities.
Petaluma to San Francisco is only 40 miles so it seems likely that the band will stay at one hotel for both these gigs. 
Thursday is another no-gig today but on Friday 17th there is a gig at The Canyon Club in Agoura Hills, California. San Francisco to Agoura Hills is 400 miles - about 6 and a quarter hours drive straight down the West Coast. 
The Canyon Club is one of these venues where people who have dinner at the venue get priority seating! With a basic Caesar Salad at $8.95 and steaks costing up to $22.95 this could prove to be an expensive evening out for fans! One interesting point is there in the middle of the “dining area” there is an area listed as the “dance floor”! (This venue also only appears to have two dressing rooms! One for the crew and one “green room” which has the one bathroom!) Unreserved General Admission tickets are still available for this concert at $29.50.
The following day there is a concert in Cerritos, Ca. Agoura Hills to Cerritos is only 60miles. This concert was booked months ago (before any of the Liars our dates were booked) and was originally expected to be a one-off Todd Rundgren solo gig but has since been incorporated into the tour schedule.
The venue is the Cerritos Center For The Performing Arts which is a flexible theater capable of six different seating and stage configurations, ranging from a 1,800-seat arena theater to a 900-seat recital hall setting! Todd’s gig will be set up to seat 1,425 fans so this will be one of the largest venues of this leg of the tour. Tickets for this concert are still available at $25, $40 and $50.
There is no concert on the Sunday but on Monday 20th September the tour moves into Arizona with a concert in Tempe. Cerritos to Tempe is 417 miles so this may be another 6+ hours drive for Kasim and the band. This gig is at the Marquee Theatre which is an auditorium type venue that can accommodate both standing and seated shows. With a capacity of 1,000 a wide array of shows can be seen at the newly remodelled venue. Tickets for this concert are still available at $28.75. 
There is no concert on the Tuesday but on Wednesday 22nd September the tour plays in its fourth state on this leg of the tour, Oregon. The concert is in Portland at the Aladdin Theater which holds 620 fans. Tickets are still available for this gig at $35 General Admission. Tempe to Portland is a massive 1,342 miles which Yahoo calculates will take almost 21 hours to drive so hopefully Kasim and the band will be flying at least this leg of the tour!
The final leg of the tour (after another day off) is on Friday 24th September at the Heritage Theatre in Campbell, California. This venue was originally the Campbell High School Auditorium and was built back in 1938. In 1982 the venue was closed for a massive renovation and the present day Heritage Theatre is the result. Tickets for this concert are $38.50. There are some still available but they originally went on sale to season ticket holders of the venue first. Portland to Campbell is 676 miles (ten and a half hours by road).
The fourth leg of the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour starts on 23rd October in Japan.
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days. 
This is a replication of the PanHandle.co.uk interview with Kasim Sulton that was placed online in August 2003.
Kasim Sulton!

Singer / songwriter Kasim Sulton’s is currently touring as Meat Loaf’s Musical Director and bass player on reportedly Meat’s last world tour. I caught up with him when he was in London recently.

Kasim, you’ve just started a year long tour with Meat Loaf with concerts in the US, Europe, Britain, Australia and Japan so how do you prepare for a tour like that? 


“We’ve learnt 20 songs and arrangements. Meat Loaf kept calling me each day with a different song to learn and in the end we’d learnt 20 songs. Normally we do 11 or 12 songs in the show 2 hour 45 minute show so we’ve learnt double the number that we need. I have a lot of input in the arrangements of the songs on stage. Before Meat comes into the rehearsals the arrangements are what I want them to be. Then he comes in and makes a few changes here and there but the closer I get it to the way he wants to hear it before he comes in makes it easier for him to concentrate on other stuff. It’s a totally new show with Meat Loaf. It’s an extremely theatrical show, there’s a lot of new stuff going on that we’ve never done before….new songs and new arrangements.” “In this particular tour I’m busy a lot because there’s two new band members and there’s a lot more responsibility on me to make sure that the band is together. Renee Cologne is also playing guitar and keyboards in the band so I had to teach her the parts. We’re also using a lot more peripheral stuff on the tour that we haven’t done before….different equipment. When you see the beginning of the show, you’ll be amazed – I’ll be on stage but you won’t know it’s me!” 


Can you tell the differences between the different audiences around the world? 


"Oh yes, the Americans are very staid…very much we’re here so impress us. The Germans are like “Meat Loaf is great” and the British are somewhere in between…they want to love him (and for the most part they do) but they’re not going to be fooled." 

As Musical Director how much say do you have over who is in the band? 


“What I do is that I get a few names and then I select about 2-3 people from that and then usually Meat will make the final decision, although in this case, Meat wasn’t around so I chose. I picked Randy Flowers as he was head and shoulders above everyone else. With Renee there were two other possible but we wanted someone who could at least play a little guitar.” 


Kasim was in Todd Rundgren’s Utopia for nine years and recorded 10 albums with the band. When Utopia wrote a song together how did you accomplish it? 


“What invariably happened on most of the records was that we would come off the road from a tour, have a couple of months off and we’d set a date to start working on the next record. So on that date we’d meet at Todd’s house and Todd would have 5 songs written already and he’d say that this is what we’re doing! Then he’d play us the songs so we’d say that that’s half the record written so all we have to do now is to write the other half!” 


Did the band always accepted what he’d written? 


“On one hand I think that he wanted us to but on the other hand, as much as he wouldn’t have liked it, I think he wanted us to only accept two of those songs and reject the others. But we were so afraid of him and of his track record – he was the only one in the band with a proven track record (at that stage he had already produced hugely successful records by The Band, Grand Funk and Bad Finger) and he himself was famous – that we were really holding onto his coattails. Plus he had such a strong personality that it was hard to butt heads with him. And if you did, he would make life miserable so it was easier to go along than to try to force your own ideas against stuff that he felt so strongly about. But I think that in the end that was what really killed the band……he just didn’t want to do it any other way but his way.” 

So it was really Todd Rundgren’s band? 


“We tried SO hard to make it Utopia. We would beg him to do the kind of record that was expected of us …….that people really wanted to hear. In the end, people wanted whatever we gave them because they could always find something good in what our records turned out to be. The biggest example was what followed up Adventures In Utopia, Deface The Music which was a Beatles parody record. It was a disaster …….. and Todd knew what he was doing, that it wasn’t going to be a very big record but I don’t think that he wanted the band to be very successful. I think he wanted it to be this kind of quirky side-project.” 

You talk about Utopia not being as commercially successful as it could have been (Kasim wrote their highest placed single which reached #26) but do you ever think about what Utopia could have been? 

“No, to think that is to be unhappy with what it was and I’m not. It was what it was and it was great. It afforded me a career. I’m working today because of Utopia. I still get recognition today through the work I did with Utopia. No, I’m not unhappy about it but I would say that the biggest regret of my career is not realizing what I had until it was gone – the whole Utopia years. I took in all for granted. I hated it while I was doing it but now I miss it badly.” 

Kasim's latest album Quid Pro Quo was released late last year so I asked Kasim how autobiographical are the songs on the album? For example The One Sure Thing is about staying together and Before She Was Gone is about a couple separating – is there a part of you in each of your songs? 

“Yes, sometimes the same thing affects me differently the one time as it does the next so that’s why my songs vary so much. Except for something like We The People, there’s something in every song that I wrote that I’ve felt at some point.” 

How do you feel about your song We The People being associated with 9/11? 

“That song was written a year before 9/11. I wish it wasn’t so trendy to have written a song that speaks to a bigger cause. It seemed that right after 9/11, everybody wrote We The People….even the guy who runs the local deli would write a song like “Lest We Forget Our Fallen Heroes” or something like that. It was just something that people felt that they had to do to show their appreciation or their love for their country and the people who had lost their lives. I just wish that I could have got a little bit more exposure for the song.” 

How do you write a song? 

“I vacillate between a couple of ways. Sometimes I’ll have a title in mind and that will make me think of a song. Sometimes I might just read something in a book that makes me want to write about it. Sometimes it will be a chord change. It’s usually a series of ideas that will come out in either music, lyrics or melody. I have the biggest problem with lyrics – once I get a decent enough lyric, I usually stick to it. 

Other than some guitar on We The People you play all the instruments and sing all the vocals. How did you record the songs? Do you play the music first and then the vocals? 

“I did all the music first and somewhere along the line, I would record a vocal because it was important not to have the music dictate what the vocal would be. Sometimes after I had recorded a vocal I would realise that it didn’t go with an instrument so I would keep a scratch vocal on the tracks and then make sure that everything worked around that. I did a lot of stuff slowly in my basement and for the better part of a year I would work every day on at least one song for the record.” 

Did you complete one song and then move onto the next? 

No, I did bits and pieces all over the place. My process is SO slow. When you’re doing it by yourself you’re constantly second guessing (or at least I am). Is this okay? Does this sound right? I’m working at a disadvantage in that I don’t have a million dollars worth of recording equipment just to make things sound the best so I really have to take my time and ensure that what I’m doing is sonically correct as well as musically correct.” 

Do you sing the whole song or take a bit from one recording and a bit from another? 

Usually what I do is I sing the song maybe about 6 or 8 times all the way through and record each one and then I go back and I decide that I like a particular line on a certain track and then I lose it, so then I go to another track and see if I can find a good one on that. And then after I put together the whole song like that, I try and best that again so then I have track or 7 or 8 vocals that I’ve comped together that makes one complete vocal. And then I sing it again at least one or two times and then I make the decision about whether I keep what I’ve comped, if I use that or parts of that. Plus by then I’m comfortable singing the song. Usually I find the ad lib part the hardest…trying to do the who,who,wohs and the yeah, yeah, yeahs! I’m not a big yeah, yeah, yeah guy!” 

Do you have any solo gigs booked? 
“Not at the moment. Meat Loaf’s plans keep changing so rather than book anything that I may have to later cancel, I’m concentrating all my free time on the road songwriting ready for my next album.” 
Quid Pro Quo is available at www.SphereSound.com and Kasim’s official website is www.KasimSulton.com 
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	Utopia Live in Boston 1982 DVD
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(not actual DVD cover)

On Tuesday 10th August 2004 the new Utopia DVD “Utopia Live In Boston 1982” was released on sanctuary Records. The DVD contains 23 live tracks but the best part of the DVD for most fans are the interviews with all four band members.
Comments posted by fans on various messageboards and mailing lists include:
Kasim talks about his solo career and departure from and re-entry in Utopia

The interviews were great to see, too - over an hour it seemed, with all four band members as they are today.

I'd have to say that I've heard them play better (especially our hero - clams all over the place), but overall the recording is better than I expected from the advance review. Todd's voice holds up reasonably well considering he used to burn out the cords by midway thru a show in the days before in-ear monitors, but there are several times where he and the others don't sing the same lyrics!

The guys are in fine voice. In fact, I think their voices and performances are BETTER than the famous MCA "Evening With Utopia"* video from the same tour.

The interviews are definitely a blast - thankfully they do all still respect one another even if it's unlikely that they'll ever reunite.
One amusing moment: Todd gives Kasim props for writing Utopia's biggest and most successful radio hit, then names the song as "Love Alone". Poor Todd, his memory ain't what it used to be. Of course any Kasim fan will tell you that the correct song title is "Set Me Free". 
The interviews are excellent and extensive. I was surprised to see Roger Powell's appearance. Willie looked like he was about 30 years old. The interviews alone are worth the price of admission.

The live tracks are:
Infrared and Ultraviolet
Libertine
Burn Three Times
Couldn’t I Just Tell You
Set Me Free
I’m Looking At You But I’m Talking to Myself
Princess of the Universe
Swing To The Right
There Goes My Inspiration
Hammer In My Heart
Call It What You Will
You Make Me Crazy
Rock Love
Feet Don’t Fail Me Now
Say Yeah
Back On The Street
Forgotten But Not Gone
Only Human
Road To Utopia
Caravan
Love In Action
One World
Just One Victory 

Kasim Sulton sings lead on 4 of the tracks.

Two more DVDs that feature Kasim Sulton which should be coming out later this year are:

Meat Loaf: Live with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra - Recorded earlier this year in Australia, this DVD currently has a release date of 5th October but this is subject to change.
The track listing will be:

DVD Track Listing
01. Life Is A Lemon (And I Want My Money Back)
02. Mercury Blues
03. Dead Ringer For Love
04. Testify
05. All Revved Up With No Place To Go
06. You Took the Words Right Out Of My Mouth (Hot Summer Night)
07. I Couldn't Have Said It Better
08. Out Of The Frying Pan (And Into The Fire)
09. I'd Do Anything For Love (But I Won't Do That)
10. For Crying Out Loud
11. Paradise By The Dashboard Light
12. Two Out of Three Ain't Bad
13. Bat Out of Hell
There will also be a CD released around the same time with a track listing as follows:

CD Track Listing:
01. Bat Out Of Hell
02. You Took the Words Right Out Of My Mouth (Hot Summer Night)
03. Heaven Can Wait
04. All Revved Up With No Place to Go
05. Two Out Of Three Ain't Bad
06. Paradise by the Dashboard Light
07. For Crying Out Loud


Kasim Sulton at Dock Street - Also recorded earlier this year but no release date has yet been set. No track listing has been advertised but that night on stage Kasim sang:
Sacrifice
Don't Hold Me Back
Afraid Himself To Be
Bully
Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing
Back On The Street
Alone
Before She Was Gone
This Must Be Love
It Wouldn't Have Made Any Difference
Cliché
There Goes My Inspiration
The One Sure Thing
Dig A Pony
Libertine
One World
Across The Universe
Kasim Sulton at Summerfest

Monday 28th June 2004
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On Monday 28th June Kasim made two appearances at Summerfest in Milwaukee, WI. Summerfest is a massive annual 10 day music festival that Kasim played with Meat Loaf in 1996 and with Todd Rundgren in 2000. There are about 10 stages dotted around the large area on the shores of Lake Michigan and Kasim was asked to play a solo gig here. Kasim played for about 90 minutes and sang a selection of songs from Quid Pro Quo, some of his older songs from his first solo album, some old Utopia favourites as well as songs by The Beatles and Nik Kershaw! 
 

Earlier that day Kasim had hosted a Star Clinic on the same stage where he had spoken about his 28 years in the music business including things like guitar playing techniques and how to play simple chords. At various stages in this hour and a half long clinic he got 4 people up on stage to demonstrate chords and various songs. One of the most fascinating parts was when a young guy who played in a punk band played one of their original songs and Kasim played along with him by just working out which chords the boy would play next!
Some quite detailed reviews of both these events were added to KasimInfo.com, as well as lots of fans posting about it on the messageboard. Most fans seem to have agreed that this was one of Kasim’s best ever solo gigs!
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Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Jennifer Salyer and Mary Fien for the photo contributions in this issue.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

Barring Kasim Sulton Solo Tour announcements(!) the next edition will be issued towards the end of the year and will look back on Kasim’s 2004 and what 2005 could hold in store for him!
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