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Kasim Sulton playing at the Wembley Arena in London recently
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Something’s Gonna Happen
	The concerts that Kasim will be playing over the period that this magazine covers are:
Saturday 6th  - WACA Ground, Perth, Australia
Sunday 7th - WACA Ground, Perth, Australia
Wednesday 10th - Entertainment Centre, Adelaide, Australia
Friday 12th - Silverdome, Tasmania, Australia
Sunday 14th - Western Springs Stadium, Auckland, New Zealand
Wednesday 17th - Jade Stadium, Christchurch, New Zealand
All the concerts are with Meat Loaf and the two in New Zealand are with the Auckland Philamonia. Kasim is expected to open all the concerts.

Today marks 18 months since the release of Quid Pro Quo!
There are now 22 confirmed dates on the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour plus a television appearance on The David Letterman Show. About five more dates are listed on various websites but these have not yet been confirmed. According to a press release by Sanctuary Records this week, there will also be an European leg of the tour – details to be confirmed later this month.
Since the last magazine was issued Kasim Sulton has played his opening sets at both concerts in Melbourne and the ones in Sydney, Brisbane and Wollongong. Quid Pro Quo is available to purchase at the merchandising stands and appears to be selling quite well. 
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The Quid Pro Quo section of KasimInfo.com has now been updated and fully re-opened. Copies of Quid Pro Quo are available at several places online including www.SphereSound.com who have extended their “buy one, get the second at half price” offer. Sphere Sound  charge $16 for the first album (including postage within the U.S.).   
www.shopsourceone.com are also selling the album but they have autographed copies which also contain a used guitar pic plus one in every ten CD sold contains a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a Meat Loaf concert! They are currently on sale at the special price of $14.99 (normal price $29.99) plus shipping charges. 
TRBazaar.com are now selling Quid Pro Quo. They charge $16 plus shipping. This site will work out the cheapest if you wish to purchase copies of Kasim’s other solo albums at the same time.
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Intro / Editorial
As usual in KasimWorld it’s been an eventful time since the last magazine was issued on 17th February!

Kasim has spent all this time in Australia and has been playing concerts on the Meat Loaf tour. Thankfully he has opened all but one of the concerts so the lucky Australians are having a great chance to hear Kasim’s own solo music! The first three concerts were with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and were recorded for a DVD which is expected to be released later this year. Kasim has also updated his online journal five times including some photos.
In the Meat Loaf camp the biggest news is that Meat Loaf has made several posts stating that the 17th March concert in Christchurch, New Zealand will be his last concert. He stopped short of saying “ever” but it certainly does kill any hopes of the promised second legs of the Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tours in both the US and Europe. 
Thankfully us Kasim fans have the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour to look forward to and a plethora of new dates have been added to that tour schedule since the last magazine was issued. The good news on that front for the readers of this magazine in Europe is that Sanctuary Records issued a press statement this week to say that dates for a European leg of the tour will be announced within a month which gives us the first chance to see Todd over here since 1994!
It’s been quite a busy couple of weeks on KasimInfo.com too (isn’t it always?!) as last week “7 additions in 7 days” were added to the site. Unfortunately it turned out that the week that I decided to add the 7 additions was a week when I was then scheduled to work 69 hours so things got rather hectic and a few days I had to opt for additions that were faster to code and add than those I originally planned. As well as about 200 photos being added to the site there were also links to listen to the Kasim Sulton Kweevak.com Radio Interview added, some photos taken BY Kasim of the band relaxing on the tour bus placed online and old editions of The Kasim Sulton Magazine were available to download.
This issue of the magazine contains an old interview with Kasim from the time that he had split from Utopia in order to pursue his solo career that was originally printed in the May 1980 issue of The Ikon. As far as I’m aware this is the first time that this interview has been reproduced since it’s first print back in the early 1980s!
Enough of my waffling – time for you to all read The Kasim Sulton Magazine #17….!
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Stories
(a story of a photo)

By Helena Gollings
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This has to be my favourite picture of Kasim. It could be because he just looks like a Saint sat up there on his stool playing his amazing instrument and singing with his amazing voice. Or it could just be because he looks so happy; doing something which he obviously loves and is really lucky to be doing. My dreams for the future has always been higher than most people's ambitions and I always think to myself that it's never going to be possible, but every time I see this picture I just think that some people are lucky enough if they stay strong and stay humble. 

I found it hard to choose my favourite Kasim picture because all pictures I have of him remind me how much happier I have been since he's quickly burst into my life. Kasim isn't just a man with a guitar and a voice; he's a man with a guitar, a voice, fans, friends, family, a soul, a heart, a mind full of wisdom, humbleness and loyalty. He'll do anything for anyone without a wink. 
As a true friend once said to me "It's the heart and soul of a person that makes the music touch your heart and Kasim exemplifies this better than any other musician..."

And I can't say it any better than that. 

He's one in a million!

The Australasian Leg of the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour
Here we have an in-depth look at the second part of the Australian leg of Meat Loaf’s Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour. The purpose behind these mini-guides is to give fans of Kasim an idea of the cities that he is visiting and the venues that he is playing. This section will cover the cities that Kasim will be visiting from the date of this issue (4th March) until the end of the tour  (17th March) and covers Australia and New Zealand. 

The concerts that Kasim will be playing are:

Saturday 6th  - WACA Ground, Perth, Australia

Sunday 7th - WACA Ground, Perth, Australia

Wednesday 10th - Entertainment Centre, Adelaide, Australia

Friday 12th - Silverdome, Tasmania, Australia

Sunday 14th - Western Springs Stadium, Auckland, New Zealand

Wednesday 17th - Jade Stadium, Christchurch, New Zealand

Kasim is expected to travel today to Perth on the far west coast of Australia. Perth is the state capital of Western Australia which is the largest state in the country. The population of Perth is about 1.3million which gives Perth the fourth highest population of any city in Australia. Perth is generally an egalitarian and relaxed city which, although it has pockets of extreme wealth and poverty, is almost entirely middle class and suburban. The Perth city skyline displays the economic prosperity the state has enjoyed in the past 20 years. Two towering skyscrapers dominate this skyline: Bankwest Tower and the Central Park building. The Central Park tower is the fourth tallest completely habitable skyscraper in Australia, and the tallest outside of Melbourne. Perth is set on the Swan River, so named because of the native Black Swans which call the river home. It is a sprawling city.
Kasim will be playing two concerts here, both at the Western Australia Cricket Association Ground (WACA). I’ve been unable to find out the seating capacity of this venue but tickets are still available for both concerts.
On Wednesday Kasim plays a concert at the Adelaide Entertainment Centre in Adelaide. This city is the state capital of South Australia and is situated along the southern coast of Australia. It has a population of about 1 million. Adelaide is also known as “The City of Churches” - there are 32 churches listed in and around the city. The most historic is the Holy Trinity Church, which goes back to 1838. 

The Entertainment Centre (also known as the AEC or The Centre) opened in July 1991 and can seat up to 12,000 people. Tickets are still available for the concert.

This concert will be Kasim’s final one on mainland Australia as the concert on Friday 12th is in Tasmania. This is the island that is located to the south of Australia, 240km across the Bass Strait. Tasmania has been inhabited for about 20,000 years – the original Aborigines walked across the then land bridge which joined Tasmania to Australia!
The concert is being held in the Silverdome in the city of Launceston. This venue holds 8,000 people when set up as a concert venue but can also be converted to be a motorcycle track!

Two days later Kasim plays at the Western Springs Stadium in Auckland, New Zealand. This will be Kasim’s first concert in New Zealand in 8 years and is a concert that is being played with the Auckland Philamonia. A two day gap between the Tasmania concert and this one certainly doesn’t leave too much time for any orchestra rehearsals although it is known that this orchestra is smaller then the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.
The population of Auckland is 1.2 million (or one third of the population of all of New Zealand) but still provides a lovely relaxed country feel to this bustling city.

The final concert of this tour is at the Jade Stadium in Christchurch, New Zealand. The city of Christchurch is located just north of Banks Peninsula, on the east coast of New Zealand's South Island. It is New Zealand's only predominantly flat major city, and with a population of 300,000, it is the South Island's largest city.
The Jade Stadium is predominantly another cricket ground (cricket is very popular in Australasia!) and there has been a sports venue on this ground ever since the 1880s! In fact the opening of the ground was scheduled for the 8th October 1881 when a cricket match was scheduled but it was cancelled due to rain! Hopefully that won’t be a problem on 17th March!
This then ends this leg of Meat Loaf’s Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour and quite likely the whole tour, sadly, possibly Meat Loaf’s touring career if recent posts turn out to be correct.
Kasim’s next appearance on stage is booked to be on Thursday 8th April at the Potawatomi Casino in Milwaukee, WI on the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour.
Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days. This article is from the May 1980 edition of The Ikon which was the official Utopia fan publication that was produced three times a year.
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	The Kasim Sulton Band
In his teens, Kasim, was engineering at a New York recording studio by day, and gigging with bands at night. He managed to save enough to buy a piano, and later joined Cherry Vanilla’s band, The Staten Island Band. They played around the New York Area, which was beginning to spawn the new wave movement. He cut a rehearsal to audition for Utopia, and has been an active member ever since. He has recently recorded some original material at his home recording studio, on which he plays all the instruments. And now he has taken this a step further by forming his own band.

Formed after Utopia played the Knebworth Festival in Britain last summer, The Kasim Sulton Band premiered as a live act by opening for Utopia on Halloween 1979 at the Capitol Theatre in Passaic, New Jersey. When asked if his band’s musical direction will parallel that of Utopia, Kasim replied; “No, not really. This band will be aiming in a pop and maybe even new wave direction. Just about all our songs are set in a pop vein. Fun music – that’s what we’re striving for. Fun music to play and listen to.” The band plans to actively pursue a recording contract later this year.
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The Kasim Sulton Band is:

Billy Mernit – keyboards; formerly with Varly Simon, Cindy Bullens, and Aztec-Two-Step

Norman Ross – Guitar; plays guitar on “William Oz” lp, Capitol

Chris Mack – synthesizer

Mike Bendinelli – drums

February 14  - West Orange, New Jersey

February 17 – Asbury Park, New Jersey

February 18 – Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
February 21 – Trax, New York City

February 26 – Rosalyn, New York

March 4 - Trax, New York City

April 9 - Trax, New York City

June 11 – Greek Theatre, L.A.
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Instrumental

Rather Be Blind

Set Me Free

This Boy Don’t Need You

Touched

Baby Don’t Break My Heart

Limousine

Prove It

Just A Little Bit

Snake Eyes Paradise

This Must Be Love
Rock and Roll Ricochet

Expressway To Your Heart

Love Alone

Hold Me Tight

	 
	


Sometimes controversial, sometimes amusing, sometimes sycophantic, sometimes critical but  always a topic of conversation......this is the (subjective) series of essays about Kasim Sulton.
 

The Kasim Sulton Essay
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Will 17th March be Kasim’s last ever concert with Meat Loaf?

Who knows?

From posts made recently, it looks like a possibility now but let’s examine the history first of how we got into this position……
The History of the tour
In 1976 Kasim Sulton played bass on all tracks and sang background vocals on one track of Bat Out Of Hell with Meat Loaf when he was a member of Utopia.
In 1992 / 1993 Kasim Sulton sang background vocals on all tracks of Bat Out Of Hell II.

In 1993 Kasim Sulton was asked to join Meat Loaf’s touring band (The Neverland Express) as “the utility guy” playing keyboards and rhythm guitar and singing background vocals.
In 1998 Kasim Sulton was promoted to Musical Director and switched to playing bass.

In 2002 Kasim Sulton played bass and sang background vocals on most tracks on Meat Loaf’s first studio album in 8 years, Couldn’t Have Said It Better.
For most of 2003 to March 2004 Kasim Sulton travelled the world to promote the album and then played concerts on the Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour.
Meat Loaf said on stage a number of times that when he recorded the Bob Dylan song Forever Young for the album, that he thought it would be the last ever track that he would record as this was to be his final album but that then Jim Steinman suggested that they make Bat Out Of Hell III together.
The tour was advertised in all the press as “Meat Loaf’s Last World Tour” but previously Meat Loaf had posted that he would play a few concerts to promote Bat Out Of Hell III and fans (specifically in Europe where his largest fanbase is located) expected him to still play a tour there but just not a World tour.
During the early part of the tour, Meat Loaf posted on the Meat Loaf United Kingdom Fan Club (MLUKFC) messageboard that they expected to play about 17 more concerts in Europe during June and July.
In early November 2003 winners of Kasim’s backstage pass competition received a sheet listing the European dates and stating that the Meat Loaf tour in the US would continue between April and November 2004. There were also rumors that the tour would continue for the rest of March and into April throughout Asia – Japan, Singapore and Kula Lumpur being mentioned.
Unfortunately this tour was full of health problems for Meat Loaf. The first four concerts of the tour were cancelled to enable Meat Loaf to have a minor intestinal operation and then in August some concerts were cancelled due to him having a problem with his throat. During the German part of the tour Meat Loaf caught the flu and briefly collapsed on stage in Berlin. He continued with the rest of that leg of the tour and played the first two British dates before cancelling the next three (again due to recovering from the flu). On 17th November the tour resumed at Wembley with him famously collapsing after about an hour and later that week being diagnosed with Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome and having a heart operation to correct this. 

On 2nd December the tour resumed again in Dublin and fans hoped that this would herald a new Meat Loaf as Wolff-Parkinson-White syndrome is a condition that could have affected him from birth. Unfortunately the last concert before Christmas was cancelled as Meat Loaf caught a bad cold. 
The make-up concerts were played in the United Kingdom during January but once again one of these was cancelled. The reason given for this cancellation was sinusitious, the flu or a cold depending on who was asked!

The Australian concerts commenced on 20th February and are expected to continue until 17th Match in Christchurch, New Zealand. One of these dates was changed to allow a day off between the two Melbourne concerts and the second Sydney concert was cancelled (whether it was because they could not arrange a day off between the two shows or whether it was due to low ticket sales has never been clarified).

So why the change of heart?
No fan really knows but the general consensus of opinion seems to be that it is due in part to the reaction of some fans to the concerts.
There were few critics’ reviews of the concerts and the vast majority of the fans’ reviews were very positive but there were some posts on messageboards stating that they were disappointed either with the whole concert or with aspects of it. 
There are two Meat Loaf messageboards – the MLUKFC one and the OIFC (Official International Fan Club) one. Unfortunately on the then format of the latter board no attempt was made to validate people’s e-mail addresses so that anybody could post anything under any name and there was no way of stopping it other than deleting the post after it had been posted. This lead to some very negative comments being posted totally slagging off Meat Loaf’s performance. Although lots of the more realistic fans agreed privately (sometimes posted on the messageboards too) that some of the shows were not his best work, the amount of abusive posts on that particular messageboard was totally out of proportion to the standard of the concerts. This was also exasperated by the fact that some fans did post that they were disappointed with some of the concerts. Unfortunately Meat Loaf then made the situation far worse by responding (unkindly) at times.  
Some fans claim that Meat Loaf was provoked and in some instances he was but if anybody takes the time to read all the posts on MLUKFC (as the old OIFC board has been removed) you will see that at the first few concerts when negative remarks were posted, they were often ignored by fans or overlooked.
This situation all changed after the Trier concert on 2nd November when a long-term fan of Meat Loaf’s posted his review of the concert and included the comments that he didn’t think that Meat Loaf’s voice was as good as at previous concerts (but that he now had two days off before the next concert to rest it). Meat Loaf’s replies shocked a lot of fans on the board. I won’t repeat it all here as it is easy enough to find on the MLUKFC board but he famously ended his tirade by calling this fan a “prick”. To give Meat Loaf his due he did later apologise but for a lot of fans the damage had already been done (two big fans of Meat Loaf have not been seen on the boards since).
Unfortunately this was only the beginning of the situation as there were a few more incidents of this type of behaviour by Meat Loaf over the next few months with him posting to his fans things like “You are an Ugly Human Being if I can even call you that, IT MUST BE TUFF LIVING IN YOUR SKIN!!!!!!” and “Screw HIM and the horse he rode in on”!
The final straw appears to have been the bizarre final concert of the UK leg of the tour in Glasgow, Scotland when two fans posted quite detailed reviews of parts of the concert that they disliked and claimed that there was a queue to leave the concert early! Meat Loaf made a few replies to these posts (some more calmly than others) and then all went quiet for a week or so until one person (who has since been banned from the forums for intentional provocation), probably in an attempt to curry favour with him, sent a Private Message to Meat Loaf stirring things up again.
It was just a couple of days later that Meat Loaf posted that the Christchurch concert will be his last concert.
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Will Meat Loaf never play again?
Who knows?
To quote a cliché, never say never. Certainly it appears that Meat Loaf feels that he needs and has earnt a long rest. Just this week he posted that he’s been touring almost constantly since June 2002 and he has said on television shows that he is suffering from things like bad knees (this was before his recent operations and certainly he is not moving anywhere near so much on stage as he did even as recently as last Summer).
Meat Loaf has said that he will still be recording Bat Out Of Hell III with Jim Steinman (Kasim will be playing bass and singing background vocals on it) and most fans presume that at least some concerts will follow that release (it will be harder for them to get a record contract for the album if he is not going to play any concerts to promote it).
In the past Meat Loaf has filmed a lot of movies so possibly he hopes to resume doing that but he has not had any really great success in that field to date.

Quite possibly Meat Loaf feels that he has sufficient money to retire and won’t ever return to the stage.

Nobody knows at the moment (quite possibly including Meat Loaf himself).

So where does that leave Kasim?

Kasim Sulton is already booked to tour the United States with Todd Rundgren from 8th April until early June. Looking at the current list of announced dates, there appears to be little room to accommodate the promised European leg of the tour, plus Jesse’s website mentions that the tour will travel down towards the southern states and the West Coast so possibly the tour may continue during June / July too.

After that, who knows?

Most fans of Kasim hope that he will actively pursue his own solo career (I know I certainly do!) and with the Dock Street DVD being released at some point this year, possibly some gigs could be booked to tie in with that. Kasim is also supposed to be writing some new music so hopefully his next album will be released early in 2005 and that may lead to other things.

Alternatively Kasim may link up with another big “name” and tour the World with them. Certainly with 10 years of playing with Meat Loaf and being his Musical Director for the past six years, the openings for Kasim in the music business are growing rapidly.
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(Please note that the author of this article is purely a fan of Kasim and just an accountant and is no way associated with the music business.)

Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Kris Awgul and Fred Bennet for the 1980 photos in this magazine. Additional thanks to Helena Gollings for the article about her favorite photo of Kasim.
If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

The next edition will be issued on Thursday 18th March. This will take us up to the end of the Australasian leg of the Meat Loaf World Tour. Also included in this issue will be a behind-the-scenes look at the interview that Kasim gave to KasimInfo.com last year. If you would like to contribute anything to this issue, please feel free to e-mail them to SueW@KasimInfo.com before Tuesday 16th March.
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