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Something’s Gonna Happen
	What bigger news can there be than Kasim’s first solo gig in over a year (462 days to be precise!) takes place on Saturday at 9.30pm at Dock Street on Staten Island, NY. Full details can be found on KasimInfo.com and after the gig the set list, photos and maybe some reviews will be added. Doug Kennedy has confirmed that he will be joining Kasim on stage for some of the songs and Kasim said recently that he expects his brother Alex to join them too.
Don’t forget that tonight Kasim will be interviewed live via telephone on the Kweevak Radio station that is streamed on the Internet! Kweevak are hoping that Kasim will be interviewed for at least half an hour from about 8.15pm onwards. The station welcomes IMs and telephone calls during the show too.
Also this week the new re-vamped version of KasimSulton.com is expected to go live!
Since the last magazine was issued, 2 new dates on the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour have been announced (well, discovered!). They are:

Tuesday 13th April – Royal Oak, MI
Tuesday 4th May – Boston, MA

Sadly it appears that the Saturday Cleveland show has been taken off sale and the Pittsburgh gig has been moved to the Rex Theatre as Rosebud has closed its doors. Some gigs are already on sale and the gigs section of KasimInfo.com has ticketing details.
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The Quid Pro Quo section of KasimInfo.com has now been updated and fully re-opened. Copies of Quid Pro Quo are available at several places online including www.SphereSound.com who have extended their “buy one, get the second at half price” offer. Sphere Sound  charge $16 for the first album (including postage within the U.S.).   
www.shopsourceone.com are also selling the album but they have autographed copies which also contain a used guitar pic plus one in every ten CD sold contains a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a Meat Loaf concert! They are currently on sale at the special price of $14.99 (normal price $29.99) plus shipping charges. 
TRBazaar.com are now selling Quid Pro Quo. They charge $16 plus shipping. This site will work out the cheapest if you wish to purchase copies of Kasim’s other solo albums at the same time.
Sadly it appears that the release of Todd Rundgren’s new album Liars has now been postponed until 17th March.



Intro / Editorial
So that’s it! The long awaited, ill-fated (and loads of other descriptions) UK leg of the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour is all over. This issue of The Kasim Sulton Magazine looks back over the factual events of the tour but from someone who was at all the UK concerts, my subjective feelings about the tour will take much longer to decipher and write down coherently. It certainly was a tour of some great concerts but equally it was never a relaxed tour as there was always the nagging doubt that the concerts wouldn’t go ahead, even when each one started, at the back of my mind (and of those people around me) there was the worry that Meat Loaf wouldn’t finish the concert again. There was then the saga of the on-off Meet and Greets plus fans being worried about posting their honest opinions of the concerts for fear of a Meat rant! For me one of the main redeeming factors of the tour was that Kasim opened at most of the concerts!
We’re now entering one of the most exciting weeks that any Kasim Sulton fan will have had for a long while! We have the site re-vamp, his solo gig and his radio show all in the next few days!
As we know Kasim is now working with a professional company and they’ve already made KasimSulton.com look better than it ever has before and now it is going to have not only a complete facelift but some new features too. They have promised that it will be open before Kasim’s gig on Saturday.
That brings me onto the next great event – Kasim’s solo gig on Saturday! I’m sure that anybody reading this magazine knows all the factual details so I won’t repeat them here but the excitement is mounting fast! As there are fans travelling from as far away as Chicago, Cleveland, North Carolina, Philadelphia and Upstate New York (and those are just the ones who post on the boards!) let’s just hope that the weather behaves itself so that everyone can get there and home safely.
It’s only a couple of days after his gig that Kasim flies out to Australia and New Zealand for about six weeks of concerts with Meat Loaf again. Three of these concerts are being played with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and the two New Zealand dates are with an orchestra from Auckland. Sadly the planned Japanese and Singapore legs of the tour have had to be shelved.
More and more dates are being added to the Todd Rundgren Liars tour too. Just this week dates in Boston, MA and Royal Oak, MI have been added. (I wonder if I’ll get lucky and have a concert on my birthday this year?!) Unfortunately the release of the album has been delayed by a month (again!) so it will only be released about three weeks before the start of the tour. 
Enjoy the rest of the magazine…it’s slightly larger than normal but that’s because it has more photos than normal!

Sue Williams

UK Leg of the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour
From Monday 10th November 2003 until Friday 30th January 2004 Kasim Sulton played on the UK leg of Meat Loaf’s Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour (plus they played one concert in Ireland). 
Played Tour Dates:
Monday 10th November - NEC Arena, Birmingham, England
Tuesday 11th November - NEC Arena, Birmingham, England

Monday 17th November - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England (part)

Friday 5th December - Odyssey Arena, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Sunday 7th December - Odyssey Arena, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Tuesday 9th December - TeleWest Arena, Newcastle Upon Tyne, England
Thursday 11th December - NEC Arena, Birmingham, England
Saturday 13th December - Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England
Monday 15th December - Odyssey Arena, Belfast, Northern Ireland
Wednesday 17th December - Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England
Thursday 18th December - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England
Sunday 21st December - Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England

Sunday 11th January 2004 - Cardiff International Arena, Cardiff, Wales
Tuesday 13th January - Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England
Thursday 15th January - Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England
Saturday 17th January - SECC Arena, Glasgow, Scotland
Monday 19th January - TeleWest Arena, Newcastle Upon Tyne, England
Thursday 22nd January - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England
Saturday 24th January - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England
Thursday 29th January - Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England
Friday 30th January - SECC Arena, Glasgow, Scotland
Band:
Meat Loaf – vocals 

Patti Russo – vocals

Kasim Sulton – bass, guitar, vocals

John Miceli – drums

Mark Alexander – piano, keyboards, vocals

Paul Crook – lead guitar

Randy Flowers, lead guitar, keyboards, vocals
CC – vocals

Songs Played:

All Revved Up
Anything For Love
Bat Out Of Hell 
Couldn't Have Said It Better
DeadRinger For Love
Did I Say That?
Do It!
Forever Young

I'd Lie For You (And That's The Truth)
It's Only Rock and Roll

Lawyers, Guns and Money
Life Is A Lemon
Mercury Blues
Midnight At The Lost And Found
Out Of The Frying Pan (And Into The Fire)
Paradise By The Dashboard Light
Testify 
Two Outta Three Ain’t Bad
You Took The Words Right Outta My Mouth
Wasted Youth Speech
We Are Family
Links to websites with concert photos:

http://www.kasiminfo.com/CHSIBtour.html
http://www.debsmeatyworld.co.uk
www.mlukfc.com/forum/viewforum.php?f=15
http://www.mirrorofthesoul.com/greymatter/index.htm
http://mysite.freeserve.com/scrabblenet
Summary:

This concert tour was supposed to last from 10th November until 18th December (39 days) but in fact covered a period of 82 days with 20 full concerts being played. 

Meat Loaf initially fell ill with the flu in Germany on 5th November so he manfully struggled through the first two concerts in Birmingham but concerts later that week in Manchester and Cardiff were cancelled and rescheduled for just before Christmas.
Meat Loaf then thought that he was recovered enough to attempt the concert at Wembley on 17th November but he collapsed on stage after about an hour. He managed one more track and then had to quit. Later that week he was diagnosed as suffering from a heart condition that he was most likely born with but that viruses like the flu can trigger. After a heart procedure Meat Loaf returned to the stage on 2nd December in Ireland before commencing the UK leg of the tour in Belfast on 5th December.

The next run of concerts went ahead alright until the final concert of 2003 (Cardiff on 22nd December) was cancelled as both he and Patti Russo had colds.

They returned on 8th January to play the last 10
 concerts but unfortunately the concert in Brighton on 27th January was cancelled as Meat Loaf was unwell (the problem varied depending on who was giving the info!) but the final two concerts in Sheffield and Glasgow went ahead as planned.
When Kasim finally hangs up his bass for good, this tour will probably go down as one of the most unlucky tours that he played on – the only lucky thing about it was that they were exceptionally lucky with the weather as the United Kingdom had one of it’s warmest Januarys on record with only one fall of snow and that was on a non-concert day!
As critics appear programmed to do, these concerts received several bad reviews in newspapers and music magazines (including one negative comment about Kasim) but a couple of critics did print lukewarm reviews too. 99% of the fans’ postings on messageboards were positive but there were a few posts by fans who stated that they walked out during the concerts too.
Personally I thoroughly enjoyed the tour and I hope they do it again soon!
My Life
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Stories
(A story of a photo or two)
I was asked to write about my favorite photo of Kasim.  Some might think that would be an easy task, but no, it's proven to be harder then I could have imagined!  I would normally just look for the photo where Kasim was looking great, the pose was captured well, and the lighting wonderful; but sometimes, I also find myself partial to photos of Kasim, where some might think he was looking rather tired or sad or just not his usual, cute and perky self, that most envision him to be.  Maybe it's partly because we once were good friends, that might make me like those 'off photos' as well, but to me, those are the photos I sometimes see the Kasim that isn't "always on" for the crowds of fans, but briefly showing his vulnerable side; or actually is just concentrating on his work more fully; or possibly even thinking that no one in the audience was looking at him (usually when he's in the band of another artist, albeit I still think he doesn't realize quite how many people come to shows not just for the main artist, but, in a lot of cases, also for him as well).  

For those reasons, and so much more, I like those sort of photos of Kasim just as much as the handsome and beaming smile ones. So, I guess I'll just place a few in here with some comments, I wish I could place every single photo that I wanted to, but that would probably take up an entire issue!
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(L) This photo by Frank is great!  Yes, Kasim has a goofy expression going on, but he's clearly enjoying himself; seeing as its taken during one of his solo shows, I more then understand why.   I've noticed he's truly happiest performing his own work (duh! of course!).   He doesn’t even have to have a smile on his face in the photo, it is something that can be seen in his eyes as well as the rest of his face.  
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I thought this photo of Kasim, at right, by Gary was nice.  Although he kind of looks on the tired side (either that or he's a little dizzy since I believe this is from Westbury Music Fair, and the stage was moving during the show!), he does look like he's having a great time, in between working double duty,  that evening as well.  
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This photo by Gina Martin on the left contains one of the cutest expressions on Kasim's face!  I don't know what he and Paul were checking out in the audience but it must have been funny, or something along those lines ;) !
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The two photos above are great because the subjects clearly enjoy being together and appear to have a happy history throughout the years.  But dang, can the man get any tanner?!  
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 “Tokyo survived Godzilla but will they survive Kasim?!”  Sorry, I love the colors and look of this photo at left, and I think it’s a great shot, but for some reason the way Kasim’s foot is raised, I just envision a silly caption like that, although its quite a nice ‘action’ shot!
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Finally, I like this photo on the right, as not only is it a good pose, the coloring/lighting is quite nice and also, it seems to capture that “I’m too sexy for this song” look. 

Hope you’ve all enjoyed this walk through Kasim photos as much as I did bringing it to you!  

Jennifer Salyer
Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days. This is an article which appeared in the Meat Loaf UK Fan Club Newsletter in September 2000 and was written for an audience of Meat Loaf fans..
POWER TRIO TOUR
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From 24th May until the beginning of July and for another eight shows in August, Kasim Sulton toured with Todd Rundgren and Trey Sabatelli on the Power Trio tour. They played forty concerts in eighteen states around America to audiences as small as 200 and as large as 25,000. They also played in a variety of venues from casinos to theatres, night-clubs to festivals and outdoor car parks to a zoo! 

As they are all excellent musicians in their own right, the musical pedigree of this Power Trio was exceptionally high. Todd Rundgren is a prolific songwriter and recording artist, as well as having a long list of producing credits to his name (including Meat Loaf’s Bat Out of Hell album and arranging the background vocals on Bat Out of Hell II). He is also a very talented guitarist (he composed and performed the long guitar motorbike solo on the track Bat Out of Hell) and he really excelled in tracks like #1 Lowest Common Denominator on this tour. 

Kasim Sulton has played with Meat Loaf since 1993, first on keyboards and guitar before switching to bass and being made Musical Director in 1998. Prior to that, Kasim played bass on the album Bat Out of Hell when he was in the group Utopia alongside Todd. Kasim has also worked with artists as diverse as Joan Jett, Hall and Oates, Richie Sambora, Jon Bon Jovi and Mick Jagger, as well as writing and recording two solo albums and one with Thommy Price. He also produced Meat Loaf’s StoryTellers album and the single Is Nothing Sacred. 

Trey Sabatelli has played the drums for The Tubes and will be touring with Jefferson Starship this Autumn. Also, at six of the concerts (when he wasn’t touring with Tony Levin) the trio were joined on stage for part of the show by Jesse Gress on guitar. 

At most gigs they played for around two hours and performed about 20 songs from a list of 25 or so. Although the opening and ending songs were always the same, the actual tracks played changed each night depending on what Todd wanted to play or, as he said at one concert, depending on “the vibes he receives from the audience”! Most nights Todd would perform an acoustic song on his own in the middle of the show before playing Bang the Drum on his ukulele. 

They also included a selection of Utopia tracks like Hammer in My Heart, Fix your Gaze, Love in Action and, often the audience’s favourite, Trapped (the track on which Kasim sings lead vocals). Another Utopia track, One World, was used near the ending of the concerts with Todd switching the words “From New York to [image: image17.jpg]


Tokyo” to “From New York to” whichever town they were in that night or to “Where the hell are we?” if he forgot where the concert was being held! 

As the tour was partly to promote Todd’s new CD “One Long Year” they performed several tracks from that album, the most popular being Yer Fast (And I Like It) with it’s sensational abrupt ending that always catches the audience out! During the tour they also made three television appearances (including Letterman which was shown in UK) performing either Yer Fast or I Hate My Frickin ISP. 

One of the highlights of the concerts was the musical track The Ikon as each member of the band jammed in the spotlight in turn. It was then that Kasim’s playing really came into it’s own as he made such amazing sounds emit from his bass – sometimes the floor even vibrated! After seeing Kasim play The Ikon seemingly so effortlessly I can’t believe that he’s such an underrated bass player. 

As it appeared that the band just used whatever PA system was available at each venue, sometimes the sound was not perfect (Todd’s microphone blew during the gig in Columbus and Kasim’s mike wouldn’t work at all at the beginning of the show in Harrisburg) and there were occasional lighting problems (in Pittsburgh they had horrendous trouble so for one song a tech stood holding a torch over Todd!) but all of these blips were greeted with amusement by the band and sometimes added to the atmosphere of the concert! 

However, disaster struck on the tour at the eighteenth concert in Anaheim, California as Kasim broke his left foot on stage! It occurred during the song Couldn't I Just Tell You as, for the first time on the tour, Kasim and Todd started doing their scissor legs jumping. They'd only kicked once when Kasim landed on his guitar lead and fell down flat onto his bum. Although he sat there and laughed (and then laughed even more when he got to his microphone as Todd was laughing at him!) it was obvious that he'd hurt himself as he kept favouring his left leg and badly hobbled off stage. What I found most amazing was that not only did Kasim scarcely miss a note when he fell but he then played five more songs before he finally left the stage. I guess if you’re a professional musician the show must go on…..! 
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The story goes that the next day they flew to the East Coast so Kasim didn’t receive medical attention to his foot until the following evening but by the next night he was back on stage on crutches with his foot and lower leg in plaster up to his knee! For the next couple of concerts Kasim had a stool to sit on but it wasn’t long before he was back to predominately standing during the concerts. He used a special surgical sandal (see trio photo below) but soon swapped his crutches for a cane. By the August dates, the plaster had been removed and Kasim was back to his energetic self on stage, although he had switched to using cordless guitars and did the scissors kicks extremely carefully! 

Despite the problems, I thoroughly enjoyed this tour as it was really great to be able to see Kasim play again in more intimate settings and especially playing solid rock music, a lot of which he helped to create as part of Utopia. It’s only really been on this tour that I’ve began to appreciate exactly how talented a bass player he truly is and that voice is so crystal clear…!

Kasim’s Opening Sets on the UK leg of the Meat Loaf Tour
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Kasim Sulton played a short opening set at 19 of the 21 recent UK Meat Loaf concerts. At 17 of the concerts Kasim played a three song set and at the last two he played 4 songs.

The details of each concert are below but the totals are:

19 – Sacrifice
18 – Don’t Hold Me Back
10 – Before She Was Gone

6 – Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing

4 – Bully

1 – Cliché

1 – Across The Universe

In total Kasim played 59 songs out of a 7 song set and Sacrifice was played at each concert.

Copies of Quid Pro Quo were available at the venues and apparently sold very well as Kasim’s stock almost sold out before Christmas and then (after he brought more over) they did sell out totally by about 4 concerts before the end of the tour. A possible conclusion of this is that people needed to hear Kasim’s songs more than once before deciding to purchase Quid Pro Quo. In fact the album was quite expensive by UK standards as it was being sold at £15 ($22) whereas normally albums in the shops are £8 ($12) or so. Meat Loaf’s album was sold at the same price.
At the latter concerts Kasim was advising people to follow the links off KasimSulton.com (and KasimInfo.com!) in order to buy the album so hopefully that created more sales too.
From the number of people who have joined either or both Kasim Sulton messageboards and considering how many new people have joined my Kasim Sulton news mailing list at Yahoo, it appears that Kasim picked up a lot of new fans during this leg of the Meat Loaf tour. Hopefully they will stay around too!
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Monday 10th November - NEC Arena, Birmingham, England

Sacrifice
Before She Was Gone
Don't Hold Me Back
Tuesday 11th November - NEC Arena, Birmingham, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Cliché
Sacrifice
Monday 17th November - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England 
Don't Hold Me Back
Before She Was Gone
Sacrifice
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Friday 5th December - Odyssey Arena, Belfast, Northern Ireland

Don't Hold Me Back
Before She Was Gone
Sacrifice

Tuesday 9th December - TeleWest Arena, Newcastle Upon Tyne, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Before She Was Gone
Sacrifice

Thursday 11th December - NEC Arena, Birmingham, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing
Sacrifice
Saturday 13th December - Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England

Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing
Don't Hold Me Back
Sacrifice

Monday 15th December - Odyssey Arena, Belfast, Northern Ireland

Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing
Don't Hold Me Back
Sacrifice

Wednesday 17th December - Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Before She Was Gone
Sacrifice

Thursday 18th December - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Across The Universe
Sacrifice

Sunday 21st December - Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing
Sacrifice
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Tuesday 13th January - Manchester Evening News Arena, Manchester, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Before She Was Gone
Sacrifice

Thursday 15th January - Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Before She Was Gone
Sacrifice

Saturday 17th January - SECC Arena, Glasgow, Scotland

Bully
Don't Hold Me Back
Sacrifice

Monday 19th January - TeleWest Arena, Newcastle Upon Tyne, England

Don't Hold Me Back
Before She Was Gone
Sacrifice

Thursday 22nd January - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England

Bully
Don't Hold Me Back
Sacrifice

Saturday 24th January - Wembley Arena, Wembley, London, England

Bully 
Don't Hold Me Back 
Sacrifice
Thursday 29th January - Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England

Bully 
Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing 
Before She Was Gone 
Sacrifice

Friday 30th January - SECC Arena, Glasgow, Scotland
Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing 
Don't Hold Me Back 
Before She Was Gone 
Sacrifice
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Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to all the people who have photos included in this issue and to Jennifer Salyer for the article about her favorite photos.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

The next edition will be issued on Tuesday 17th February and will focus on Kasim’s solo gig as well as looking forward to the Australian leg of the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour, plus it will include all the usual articles, features and photos. If you would like to contribute anything to this issue, please feel free to e-mail them to SueW@KasimInfo.com before Friday 13th February.
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