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Something’s Gonna Happen
	Kasim Sulton is now back in the United Kingdom ready for the ten Meat Loaf concerts that were cancelled at the end of last year. The tour starts tonight in Cardiff, Wales and there are two concerts in Scotland and seven in England, ending on 30th January. The full schedule is:
11/15 (Cardiff) rearranged to 01/11
11/17 (Wembley) rearranged to 1/22

11/18 (Wembley) rearranged to 1/24
11/21 (Glasgow) rearranged to 1/17

11/22 (Sheffield) rearranged to 1/15

11/24 (Newcastle) rearranged to 1/19

11/25 (Brighton) rearranged to 1/27

11/27 (Glasgow) rearranged to 1/30

11/29 (Sheffield) rearranged to 1/29

11/30 (Manchester) rearranged to 1/13

The Gigs section of KasimInfo.com has ticketing and venue details and, after the concerts, will have the set lists, reviews and photos added.
Since the last magazine was issued, 3 new dates on the Todd Rundgren Liars Tour have been discovered! They are:

Friday 16th April – Cleveland, OH

Saturday 17th April – Cleveland, OH

Wednesday 28th April – Washington, DC.

The band line-up has also been confirmed as Todd Rundgren, Kasim Sulton, Jesse Gress, John Ferenzik and Priarie Prince (the same band as on the With A Twist and Half Twisted Tours). Some gigs are already on sale and the gigs section of KasimInfo.com has ticketing details.
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The Quid Pro Quo section of KasimInfo.com has now been updated and fully re-opened. Copies of Quid Pro Quo are available at several places online including www.SphereSound.com who have extended their “buy one, get the second at half price” offer. Sphere Sound  charge $16 for the first album (including postage within the U.S.).   www.shopsourceone.com are also selling the album but they have autographed copies which also contain a used guitar pic plus one in every ten CD sold contains a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a Meat Loaf concert! They are currently on sale at the special price of $14.99 (normal price $29.99) plus shipping charges. 
Remember it is now less than four weeks until Kasim’s first solo gig in over a year! Dock Street is THE place to be on Saturday 7th February!
Doug Kennedy from The Isle Of Q will also be joining Kasim on stage for most of the set and Kasim is expected to play a selection of songs from Quid Pro Quo, Utopia and his own earlier solo music.



Intro / Editorial
Welcome to the second Kasim Sulton Magazine of 2004. Once again I apologise for the last issue being a day late (the first time ever that this has happened!) but I had e-mail problems. There also appear to be problems for people on AOL receiving this magazine but hopefully that has now been rectified but if you see a message on KasimInfo.com that a magazine has been issued and you didn’t receive it, please e-mail me at SueW@KasimInfo.com.
As I stated in the last issue, this edition of the magazine will be a smaller one than normal and is mainly being produced to cover Kasim’s tour in Great Britain with Meat Loaf over the next couple of weeks. The next edition of the magazine will be issued sometime between 30th January and 7th February and will look back over the UK tour. Once Kasim goes “down under” and I stop driving all over my country to see him, I aim to get the magazine schedule back to it’s usual every other Tuesday.
Since the last magazine was issued Kasim has posted two messages on the messageboard attached to KasimInfo.com. The first was a Happy New Year message (or rather a Happy Freakin’ New Year!) and the second was in the Lust or Love thread about whether or not fans were first attracted by Kasim’s physical looks. In this second post, Kasim told us the brilliant news that he has completed some “Kasim music” (in the plural!).
The other big news currently circulating around the Internet are the rumors of a Utopia 30th Anniversary DVD to be released to coincide with a 2005 Utopia tour. There have been rumors before and loads of reasons are always given about why this won’t happen but there is confirmation that at least two of Utopia have already been interviewed for the DVD so hope is still alive!
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Stories
(A story of a photo or two)
By Laura England
Like most of you, it’s hard for me to pick a favorite anything when it comes to Kasim.  Every song, every photo, every memory has a special place in this fan’s heart.  But for now, I’ve written about two photos that are presently on my desktops (both virtual and literal).
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This one by Danny O’Connor will forever be in the top ten for me.  Maybe it’s because I was a child of the eighties, or because my father has had a crew cut since well before I was a gleam in his eye, but there’s something about Kasim in a mullet that makes me go all goofy.  I wasn’t aware of Kasim in the eighties but I was a HUGE Duran Duran fan (aka a Durannie).  Nick Rhodes and John Taylor both had similar hair cuts – and I was infatuated with both of them at one time as well.  But I digress...  

Why does this photo speak to me (besides the hair)??  I guess it’s the small arch in Kasim’s eyebrow, like he’s just pulled a little prank on the photographer.  And then there’s the Mona Lisa-like smile as if he knows something we don’t.  I wish I had been there to hear the laugh that must have come rolling out of his mouth a moment later - anyone who’s even seen the Utopia Retrospective DVD, particularly the pink suit photos before “Set Me Free,” knows that Kasim “can’t, (I) can’t be serious!”  At least not for very long in front of a camera…

I absolutely love the jacket – collar flipped up, oh so casual yet very “cool.”  It seems to me that Kasim still has this jacket – he wore it at one of the NYC Bitter End solo shows, unless my eyes are deceiving me.  I get such a kick out of that – kind of like seeing Kasim in the same shirt on the cover of The Basement Tapes and in the DVD for Utopia Redux ’92.  He’s like the rest of us, keeping favorite wardrobe pieces around for years and wearing what feels comfortable.  At least that’s how I see it.  

I have a small copy of this photo in a frame my brother-in-law gave me at work.  This is also the photo that a friend of mine used to make a very special, one-of-a-kind Kasim Sulton Christmas ornament.  (I had a holiday open house since I’d just bought the Casa de Bookgirl.  In lieu of housewarming gifts, I decided to try an ornament exchange.  (I highly recommend it, as you get some really interesting pieces for the tree and some fun stories to share later!)  Thelma was very clever about getting me to spell his name for her, coming back several times to ooh and aah and asking me to show her where “that picture you like so much” could be found on his web site.  She couldn’t make it to the party, but I found this little red box sitting on my desk when I returned from the weekend.  Turns out Kinko’s copy center can make a personalized gift using a sheet of transparency film and a clear glass ball-style ornament!  It’s never been packed away, of course, but proudly displayed for the entire year in either my dining room or living room.  
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And then there’s this other photo, from the KS.com photo collection, under Solo.  It’s not a great quality photo, by any stretch of the imagination – I can’t tell what guitar Kasim is playing, if he’s in a rehearsal versus performance let alone who he’s playing with that night/day.   But what it lacks in technical quality it more than makes up for in energy and charisma and that certain je ne sais quoi that is Kasim Sulton.  The look on his face is sheer, unadulterated joy; he’s laughing and having the time of his life.  Maybe a few hours earlier the bus broke down, or the dinner was under-cooked, or something else went wrong in the regular ho-hum every day life. Maybe the gutters were growing trees, the dog needed a haircut and neither task was completed before he left for the gig.  Maybe the guitar was making that weird sound heard in the opening scenes of the Power Trio Live in San Francisco DVD.  It doesn’t matter.  In that one moment, everything is as it should be and he’s on top of the world.  At least that’s how it looks from this side of the picture.  

This picture is the current background for my computer desktop at work.  Some of you know that things have been not-so-good here lately.  I tend to have Kasim-related photos as backgrounds anyway, because they help me remember the good times I’ve had at shows, the trips I’ve been able to take, and the new friends I’ve met through this thing I affectionately call Kasim-stalking (just kidding!!).  When I was looking for a new photo to replace the one from this past July, I couldn’t find anything that really spoke to me.  Believe me, I tried!  I went to the KS.com web page and started browsing the photo collection.  This one caught my eye as I don’t recall seeing it before this week.  It’s probably been there forever, but my memory isn’t what it used to be.  Anyhow, I took one look and said “That’s the one!  That’s how I want to feel when I come to work, or at least when I go home from work!”  That kind of happiness that comes from doing something you love, I think that’s one thing we’re all looking for.  I hope to find my own true calling some day.  And wherever my path takes me, you can be that there’ll be photos of Kasim Sulton all around me…  
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days. This is an article which appeared in the Meat Loaf UK Fan Club Newsletter in May 2001 and was written for an audience of Meat Loaf fans..
Kasim Sulton Solo Acoustic Tour 2001
On Saturday 7th April Kasim Sulton played his first gig of his 2001 Solo Acoustic tour at Arlene Grocery in New York City to a crowd of enthusiastic fans and friends. It was just Kasim and a guitar but for forty five minutes he held the crowd spellbound in his hand! 

As Kasim has been so busy with his work with Meat Loaf, Todd Rundgren and others, he has played few solo shows for several years so everybody was eagerly awaiting this night! The big moment arrived with surprisingly no announcement but just Kasim walking out onto stage (he had two acoustic guitars already set up). After a “Hello everybody” he just belted out the words “I gave no promise or guarantees” from his song Don’t Hold Me Back off his CD The Basement Tapes! It was a great dramatic start that made all the audience sit up and take notice! Kasim’s voice sounded so clear, …. so strong ….. and so confident! At the end of the song, it was obvious that everybody else in the room agreed with me as he received a massive round of applause! 

Kasim explained that Don’t Hold Me Back was a song that he used to sing when he was in the band Utopia during his own solo spot and that it had stayed with him over the years. This then became the format for the shows – Kasim singing great acoustic songs, interspersed with fascinating stories about the songs or events in his life!

Kasim’s second song was surprisingly a relatively unknown track called Afraid Himself To Be, written by Jason Falkner but it suited Kasim’s voice and style perfectly. Kasim then showcased two of his new songs that will be on his CD to be released later this year, Before She Was Gone and Sometime Love Is A Dangerous Thing. Before She Was Gone was written by Kasim but on stage he changed the ending very effectively as the track itself fades out so he sang part of the ending words (which are the crux of the song) during the song too.

As an introduction to Sometime Love Is A Dangerous Thing, Kasim told a really amusing story about how he came to write it with Tommy Hambridge. Tommy is a drummer so when the two of them settled down to write one day, Tommy declared that he didn’t really play anything when he wrote. He then announced that he really didn’t write either – he just thought of suggestions! Which mean that Kasim did most of the work! Tommy also apparently consumed a whole bottle of wine by himself during the writing session! But, however it was written, it’s a great song and really suits Kasim playing it acoustic style. 

Kasim’s fifth song was Set Me Free which was the track that he wrote while he was in Utopia and was a top thirty hit in America for them (which was ironic as he wrote it because of his frustration with their record company not releasing him so that he could pursue a solo career!). The version that Kasim sang on stage was nothing short of brilliant! It’s a strongly based keyboards track with a lot of background vocals and yet, with just Kasim and a guitar, nothing was missing at all. Personally I think that this version is strong enough that it could almost be released as a single and be a hit the second time around, acoustic style!

Another highlight of the set was Kasim’s version of The Beatles song, Across The Universe, before he went off stage to rapturous applause! The Arlene Grocery runs to a very tight schedule so rarely allow artist to do encores but the clapping just would NOT stop so Kasim came back on and sang Todd Rundgren’s It Wouldn’t Have Made Any Difference before taking his final bows. 

The following week, Saturday 14th April, Kasim played a gig at The Bitter End in New York. There was a larger crowd and Kasim was visibly more relaxed as there had been nothing but good reviews about the Arlene Grocery gig all week! 

Kasim played a similar set list but included the song, All The Right Reasons which seems to be most people’s favourite song off The Basement Tapes. Kasim gave us some different stories about all the songs and explained that he’d been in Los Angeles all week working with Meat Loaf on his new album. Amusingly when Kasim had told Meat that he was playing a solo acoustic set, Meat is reported to have assumed that he was doing a folk act!

Before this gig, rumours were widely circulated that Kasim was to have a “special guest” on stage with him. Kasim explained that he’d joined Meat Loaf in 1992 / 1993 and they were looking for what they called “The Paradise Girl”. They auditioned lots of female vocalists and eventually it came down to two and, as we all know, Patti Russo was given the spot and she was the special guest! They sang It Wouldn’t Have Made Any Difference but, as Patti had just returned from holiday, they hadn’t had much time to rehearse it so Patti had some crib sheets on stage with her (actually the words were written on some serviettes!). Thankfully, the professionals that they both are, they sounded really great together and harmonized wonderfully! 

With or without a special guest, I would strongly advise everybody to go to one of Kasim Sulton’s solo gigs if they get the opportunity as they really give him a chance to show his FULL talent. Those of us who have seen him play bass and sing background vocals with Meat Loaf or Todd Rundgren know how hard he works (especially as Musical Director on the StoryTellers tour last year) and how versatile he is, but it’s not until he sings with an acoustic guitar that you realise what a great vocal range he has and how effortlessly he appears to play. As for the raconteur in him……!

Kasim’s next gig is at The Saint in Asbury Park, New Jersey on Friday 4th May. His support act that night is Blue van Gogh featuring his fellow band member from Meat’s band, Ray Andersen, and his wife Patti Maloney. 

Kasim then plays two shows on Saturday 19th May at The Point in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania (10 miles from Philadelphia) before embarking on some gigs in Ohio in June. Kasim himself has said that he then expects to play lots of gigs all over America throughout the Summer. Details can be found on his official website www.KasimSulton.com. 

After those first two great gigs, let’s hope that Kasim considers bringing his shows to UK too……!

Kasim Sulton in the UK
This is part four of the article which was originally only supposed to run for two issues but with all the concert cancellations keeps running and running!

The concerts that Kasim will be playing with Meat Loaf in the UK are:

Sunday 11th – Cardiff International Arena, Cardiff, Wales (rearranged from both 11/15 and 12/22)

Tuesday 13th - MEN Arena, Manchester, England (rearranged from 11/30)
Thursday 15th – Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England (rearranged from 11/22)
Saturday 17th – SECC Arena, Glasgow, Scotland (rearranged from 11/21)
Monday 19th - TeleWest Area, Newcastle Upon Tyne, England (rearranged from 11/24)

Thursday 22nd – Wembley Arena, London, England (rearranged from 11/17)
Saturday 24th – Wembley Arena, London, England (rearranged from 11/18)
Tuesday 27th – Brighton Centre, Brighton, England (rearranged from 11/25)
Thursday 29th – Hallam FM Arena, Sheffield, England (rearranged from 11/29)

Friday 30th – SECC Arena, Glasgow, Scotland (rearranged from 11/27)

Details about all these venues and cities have been covered previously in issues #10, #11 and #12 of this magazine, however this section of the article will cover the travelling distances and times and a brief outline of the venues. It is unlikely that they will stay in each of the cities in turn but rather they will make a few of them their bases and travel to the others, however this is being taken out of the equation as there are several fans who will be making these trips directly from venue to venue.
The first concert (tonight!) is at the Cardiff International Arena (known as the CIA!) in Cardiff which is the capital city of Wales and boasts a beautiful medieval castle where Kasim played a gig with Meat Loaf in 2002. This venue and city were covered thoroughly in KSM#10 and this venue is one of the smaller ones on this leg of the tour as it only holds 7,500 people (almost all standing).

Two days later they play the third and final gig at the Manchester Evening News Arena in Manchester in the North West of England. The city and venue were covered in KSM#10 and the venue holds 14,000 fans. This arena is one of the highest as fans are accommodated upwards rather than lengthwise and is reported to be the largest venue in England! 
Cardiff to Manchester is 195 miles, which according to MapQuest.com should take about three and a quarter hours by road.
Kasim has another day off on Wednesday 14th and then the following evening is a concert at the Hallam FM Arena in Sheffield, England. This city and venue was covered in KSM#11 and the arena holds 12,500 people. As it is one of the largest arenas of the tour and having sat right at the back myself on the 1994, binoculars are thoroughly recommend if you find yourself seated there….thankfully the venue hire out binoculars for this very reason! 
Manchester to Sheffield is just 50 miles almost due East and should only take just over an hour by road.
Friday is another day off and then on Saturday is the first concert in Scotland of the tour. The SECC (Scottish Exhibition and Conference Centre) which opened in 1985 is a collection of halls that hold all number of exhibitions, trade shows and conferences. There is also one hall which is used for concerts (Hall 4). When Meat Loaf played at this venue in 1994 and 1996 it was all seated but for both the 1999 tour and for this tour it is predominantly a standing venue with a few tiers of seats around the edges of the venue. This venue is one of the smaller venues that Meat Loaf will be playing in the United Kingdom as it only holds 8,200 people. 

Sheffield to Glasgow is 257 miles which will take about four and a quarter hours by road.
Kasim has Sunday 18th off and then the next day he is playing at the TeleWest Arena in Newcastle Upon Tyne, England. The TeleWest Arena was originally called the Newcastle Arena and opened in November 1995. It holds over 11,000 fans when set up for concerts. Kasim played at this venue with Meat Loaf on the 1994, 1996 and 1999 tours.
Glasgow to Newcastle is 153 miles which MapQuest reckons will only take two and half hours but with the horrendous traffic problems around Newcastle, I would recommend leaving far more time than that or you will miss Kasim’s opening set!
Kasim then has two days off before he plays two concerts in three days at Wembley Arena on the outskirts of London. Wembley Arena is another all seated venue and holds 10,456 seats with very strict security guards who do their best to keep the fans in their seats! This first concert (22nd) is the concert that replaces the 17th November concert which was stopped after about an hour due to Meat Loaf collapsing on stage. Legally Meat Loaf did not have to reply this concert and his fans are suggesting that people wave red handkerchiefs at the concert to show their support and appreciation.
Newcastle to London is 296 miles which MapQuest.com say will take only 5 hours (obviously timed at the dead of night!).
Kasim has after another two days off on Sunday 25th and Monday 26th January and then he plays a concert on the South coast of England in the beautiful seaside resort of Brighton. Kasim has never played at the Brighton Centre with Meat Loaf before. This venue was built in 1977 and is right on the seafront, literally just across the road from the English Channel. The Brighton Centre holds only 5,127 fans when set up as a standing concert with a few seats in the balcony.
London to Brighton is 70 miles which will take about an hour and a quarter (but not at concert time!).
Kasim then has (yet another!) day off on Wednesday 28th before he returns to the Hallam FM Arena in Sheffield for the third and final concert at this venue.

Brighton to Sheffield is 230 miles which MapQuest state can be driven in three and three quarter hours. As the concert in Sheffield starts at 7.30pm I would STRONGLY recommend that nobody leaves Brighton as late as 3.45pm and still expect to see all (or even any) of Kasim’s opening set!
The ninth and final concert of this leg of the tour is the following day back at the SECC in Glasgow and, as previously stated in this article, Sheffield to Glasgow is 257 miles which will take about four and a quarter hours by road.
Assuming that all these concerts go ahead as planned, this will then end this ill-fated UK leg of Meat Loaf’s Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour. Kasim’s next gig is his long awaited solo gig on Staten Island on 7th February and his next Meat Loaf concert is half a world away in Melbourne, Australia on Friday 20th February. 
The last news posted (by Meat Loaf) is that he is planning to play back in Europe in June and July of this year and as the United Kingdom is his biggest audience, it is expected that he will include concerts in England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland and Northern Ireland again.
Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to all the people who have photos included in this issue and to Laura England for the article about her favorite photos.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

The next edition will be issued sometime between 31st January and 7th February. If you would like to contribute anything to the articles and essay in this issue, please feel free to e-mail them to SueW@KasimInfo.com before Friday 30th January.
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