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A Kasim Sulton’s 2003 Special!
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Kasim Sulton’s opening set in Cleveland (Photo by Gina Martin)
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Something’s Gonna Happen
	Since the last magazine was issued, Kasim has announced that he will be going back on the road again with Todd Rundgren in 2004. Kasim last played a tour with Todd back in 2000 (the Power Trio Tour) to promote Todd’s album “One Long Year”. This tour will be to promote Todd’s album which is due to be released in February called “Liars”. Some gigs are already on sale and the gigs section of KasimInfo.com has ticketing details.
Kasim has also announced that his solo gig at Dock Street on Staten Island, NY will now be played on Saturday 7th February and tickets ($10) are available on the door. Doug Kennedy (formerly  of the Philadelphia based band The Isle Of Q) will once again be joining Kasim on stage for most of the set.
Kasim Sulton has put his name to a range of merchandise on CafeShops.com. There are various items of clothing, bags, hats and houseware. The jockstrap that was originally available has been removed from the list of items available. 
To date the known Todd Rundgren tour dates are:
Thursday 8th April - Potawatomi Casino, Milwaukee, WI

Saturday 10th April - House Of Blues, Chicago, IL

Sunday 18th April - Rosebud, Pittsburgh, PA

Thursday 22nd April - Turning Stone Casino, Verona, NY

Friday 23rd April - Count Basie Theatre, Redbank, NJ

Friday 30th April - American Music Theater, Lancaster, PA

Saturday 1st May - Paramount Center For The Arts, Peekskill, NY

Sunday 2nd May - Mohegan Sun Casino, Uncasville, CT
More dates are expected to be added and the Gigs section of KasimInfo.com has ticketing and venue details.

	[image: image2.jpg]uo} NS wise})

4PHER.
R (11




The Quid Pro Quo section of KasimInfo.com has now been updated and fully re-opened. Copies of Quid Pro Quo are available at several places online including www.SphereSound.com who charge $16 including postage with the U.S.  www.shopsourceone.com are also selling the album but they have autographed copies which also contain a used guitar pic plus one in every ten CD sold contains a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a Meat Loaf concert! They are currently on sale at the special price of $14.99 (normal price $29.99) plus shipping charges. 
Dates in January have been confirmed for  the majority of the postponed November and December Meat Loaf concerts in the UK. They are:

11/13 (Manchester) rearranged to 12/21

11/15 (Cardiff) rearranged to 01/11
11/18 (Wembley) rearranged to 1/22

11/21 (Glasgow) rearranged to 1/17

11/22 (Sheffield) rearranged to 1/15

11/24 (Newcastle) rearranged to 1/19

11/25 (Brighton) rearranged to 1/27

11/27 (Glasgow) rearranged to 1/30

11/29 (Sheffield) rearranged to 1/29

11/30 (Manchester) rearranged to 1/13

The Gigs section of KasimInfo.com has ticketing and venue details and, after the concerts, will have the set lists, reviews and photos added.



Kasim Sulton’s 2003
	2002
	
	2003

	1
	Kasim’s own CDs released
	0

	34
	Kasim solo gigs
	0

	15
	Kasim radio / internet stream interviews
	3

	2
	Kasim TV interview
	0

	0
	Kasim Internet video interview
	1

	7
	Online chats with his fans
	4

	57
	Meat Loaf concerts
	62

	0
	Bus promotional appearance
	1

	0
	Meat Loaf TV appearances
	13

	0
	Meat Loaf radio appearances
	5

	11
	Tommy James gigs
	0

	1
	Tommy James TV appearances
	0

	0
	Pat Travers gigs
	2

	
	
	

	132
	Total
	91


January
Kasim Sulton started 2003 on stage in Boca Raton, Florida playing one of the last gigs of the Meat Loaf and Friends Just Havin’ Fun For The Holidays Tour. Later that evening, Kasim sent the following message to his mailing list:

Everyone,

 May your best day of 2002 be your worst day of 2003.

 Happy New Year to you all.

Love, Kasim

On 8th January Kasim was interviewed via telephone at 6.00am for  RTHK Radio 3 in Hong Kong. 
Kasim spent the last week or so of January in Germany on a promo tour for  Meat Loaf’s new single there called Did I Say That? Kasim appeared on three television shows including Wetten Dass which was aired live. They also played a promo concert in Cologne in front of fans and press which was later aired on German radio stations.
February

Kasim’s two solo gigs for this month were cancelled but he was still interviewed by radio stations in Fort Atkinson and Madison, WI and tracks from Quid Pro Quo were played.

On the weekend that Kasim was to have played his solo gigs, he flew to Atlanta, Georgia for a brief appearance with Meat Loaf during the NBA Slam Dunk game on the Saturday and a gig at the Players Party on the Sunday.
March

On Sunday 2nd March Kasim held an online chat with his fans and on Tuesday 4th March he played a concert with Meat Loaf, part of which was recorded for a British television programme called Can Russell Watson Cut It? which featured the opera sing Russell Watson singing Bat Out Of Hell on stage with Meat Loaf.

Later that month Kasim played two gigs as part of The Pat Travers Band in Morristown, NJ and Springfield, VA.
April

On 31st March Kasim flew to Germany initially to mix the January Cologne concert for German radio but he ended up staying in Europe until almost the end of April as he appeared on 12 television and radio shows in Germany, Ireland, the United Kingdom and Sweden promoting Meat Loaf’s new single Couldn’t Have Said It Better – Kasim played a mixture of piano, bass and guitar! He also played a promo concert in Amsterdam and on top of an open-top London bus in the rain!
Also in April it was announced that Quid Pro Quo was voted the Kweevak.com 2003 Viewers Choice CD! Out of 256 CDs that were nominated, Quid Pro Quo romped home, scoring more than twice the votes of the CD which was placed second!
May

On Sunday 4th May Kasim Sulton held another online chat with his fans and on 31st May Kasim played a gig with Meat Loaf in Las Vegas as part of a golfing charity weekend.
June

Kasim wasn’t seen publicly at all in June! Starting at the end of May, he spent a lot of the month of June in rehearsals with Meat Loaf’s band (with Meat Loaf joining them near the end) in preparation for the 22nd June start to the Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour. As Meat Loaf had an operation in the middle of June, the start of the tour was postponed.
July

At the beginning of July Kasim spent about a week in England (plus he visited Ireland for a day for a television show). He played the first concert of the tour in Plymouth, England on 5th July and the next day appeared in front of 100,000 people at Party In The Park which was televised (almost) live. He also conducted a long interview with KasimInfo.com, extracts of which appeared on three other websites too.
Kasim and the band returned to the United States on 7th July and played 12 Meat Loaf concerts which included two that Kasim opened. Kasim also held an online chat on Sunday 13th July and The Kasim Sulton Magazine was launched on 1st July.
August

Kasim played one Meat Loaf concert in California on 2nd August before the next couple were cancelled due to Meat Loaf’s ill health. They then flew to Mexico for two concerts, of which one was recorded for later television broadcast.

The appearance on Good Morning America was cancelled which meant that Kasim and the band were able to have a couple of weeks vacation before the tour resumed on 23rd August in New Hampshire.

On Sunday 31st August Kasim held another online chat which proved to be his final one of 2003.

Also in August it was announced that Kweevak.com had also voted Quid Pro Quo as one of its Top 50 CDs of 2003!

September

For all of September Kasim played more concerts on the Meat Loaf tour, plus three “intimate” concerts for radio stations in Boston, New York and Cleveland.
October

On Sunday 5th October Kasim “played” at the Olympic Stadium in Sydney, Australia as part of the festivities for the Australian Rugby Final. Kasim also appeared on another television show during his brief visit “down under”.
Kasim then flew back to the United States for a brief visit home before flying to England for about five days of Meat Loaf tour rehearsals. He then travelled to Halle in Germany for the first concert on the German leg of the tour (he also opened this concert).

November

Kasim spent the first week of this month in Germany playing four concerts (one of which he opened) before travelling to England to commence the British leg of the Meat Loaf tour. Unfortunately they only played two before the next couple were cancelled due to Meat Loaf having the flu. Kasim opened both the concerts they played.
On 17th Kasim opened the concert at Wembley Arena in London but Meat Loaf was unable to complete the concert due to illness. He was taken to hospital that evening and was diagnosed as needing a procedure on his heart which happened later that week. Kasim then spent the next two weeks waiting for Meat Loaf to get well as they were unable to play any concerts. 

December

The tour resumed on 2nd December in Dublin, Ireland (a concert that Kasim also opened) and then returned to the United Kingdom for another nine concerts (Kasim opened eight of them). Unfortunately the last concert of the year was cancelled due to illness by Meat Loaf and Kasim flew home on Tuesday 22nd December.
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Kasim Sulton’s 2003 in pictures
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In March playing as part of the Pat Travis Band
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With Meat Loaf and opera singer Russell Watson in March
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Television promo in April in England
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The promo concert in Amsterdam in April
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Kasim playing on top of a bus on the streets of London in April
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Las Vegas in May
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The first concert of Meat Loaf’s world tour in July
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Playing in front of 100,000 screaming music fans in London in July
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With a fan in St Louis in July
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With Willie Wilcox in Mexico in August
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Cleveland, Ohio in September
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With American Idol’s Kelly Clarkson in Sydney in October
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A Meat Loaf radio station gig in New York in late September
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Kasim’s opening set in Berlin in November
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Kasim’s opening set in Manchester at his final gig of the year in December

Sometimes controversial, sometimes amusing, sometimes sycophantic, sometimes critical but  always a topic of conversation......this is the (subjective) series of essays about Kasim Sulton.
 

The Kasim Sulton Essay
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Will Kasim Sulton look back on 2003 and describe the year as his annus horribilus?

The phrase “annus horribilus” first came to prominence (at least in the United Kingdom!) back in 1992 when Queen Elizabeth II used it to express her sorrow at a year which saw the break-up of two family marriages, one divorce and a major fire at Windsor Castle.
For most fans of Kasim Sulton, 2003 was not as good as the previous two years as he didn’t play any solo gigs nor was any of his new music released. Kasim was certainly busy throughout the year (mainly with Meat Loaf) but a lot of fans of Kasim just grin and bear these times and look forward to his solo work again. Thankfully Meat Loaf has given Kasim the opportunity to open most of the European concerts with his 3 song opening set which has gained him a lot of new fans (and has sold a lot of copies of Quid Pro Quo) but just three songs has left most of Kasim’s fans at these gigs longing for a longer set.
Looking ahead it seems that, other than Kasim’s 7th February solo gig, the first few months of 2004 will also be devoid of any activity in Kasim’s solo career. Whilst most of us fans appreciate that Kasim is a working musician and are pleased that he is getting plenty of work  (and therefore sufficient money to stay in the business!), it’s certainly disappointing for fans of Kasim who believe that he is worth far more than just supporting other musicians.
Certainly there were a lot of cancellations and changes of plans for Kasim and his fans in 2003. Due to Meat Loaf deciding to play at the NBA weekend in February, Kasim had to cancel his two solo gigs that were booked (he had previously cancelled an appearance at a Borders store in Florida in January too). 
There were also 20 Meat Loaf concerts that were cancelled during 2003. As Meat Loaf only played 62 concerts in total, this was an extremely high proportion of cancellations. It’s only fair to point out that these 20 include concerts that are going to be played instead in early 2004 but it did make for a lot of fans being disappointed and inconvenienced and it costing fans money.

Other disappointments during 2003 were things like the Kasim solo DVD not being released (due to Meat Loaf commitments again) and the promised new music or Tour Diary not being added to KasimSulton.com.

One thing that is never added to KasimInfo.com are any details about Kasim’s private life but it was reported this year on messageboards and mailing lists that one of the online chats was cancelled due to a death in Kasim’s family which certainly can’t have endeared 2003 to him.
Certainly the two weeks that Kasim had to spend in November whilst Meat Loaf was being treated can not have been easy on Kasim. He said in one of his messages on KasimSulton.com about his concerns for his friend at the time that he went into surgery, plus it meant that Kasim had to “kick his heels” in London for a couple of weeks and missed spending Thanksgiving with his family.
On the plus side, personally, I believe that Kasim is in a much stronger position that he was this time last year. We all know that Kasim is not the fastest songwriter in the world but he is now travelling with his own mini studio on the road so he can write whenever he wants. He’s also had a lot of time to write too. While I doubt that he’s already written an album’s worth of songs(!), whatever he has written so far places him closer to his next album release. After all the work with Meat Loaf this year, he’s in a better position financially too to be able to concentrate more on his next album when he gets the free time.

Kasim is also getting the tools of his solo career into place which can only lead to good things. Earlier this year Kasim stopped working with someone who was holding back his solo career by not getting him satisfactory publicity, plus his official website is going from strength to strength. As I write this, we are all waiting to see what the new design of the website will be but certainly from looking at the other sites that The Mechanism design and maintain, it is sure to be a real asset to Kasim’s solo career. Also this year, Quid Pro Quo has started being sold on other websites (specifically www.ShopSourceOne.com) which will help when Kasim releases his next album. Kasim has also launched his own range of official Kasim Sulton merchandise.
Another thing that has become so apparent to me is how much Kasim’s three song opening set at the Meat Loaf concerts is improving. I was at the first concert in Germany that he opened and, although he played brilliantly, his patter was off and he seemed hesitant or unrehearsed about what to say or how to mention Quid Pro Quo. Now Kasim just bounces on stage, appearing to ooze self confidence from every pore and has his whole patter already prepared – even a broken string recently didn’t visibly appear to put him off too much!
And 2003 was the year that Quid Pro Quo won two awards!

I guess that most years have ups and downs and strength of character is always formed by coping with the downs as well as the ups. I hope that when I come to write an essay at the end of 2004 that I will be able to roll off all of Kasim’s triumphs during the year!
The first six months of the year appear to already be scheduled but personally I (and probably most fans of Kasim) hope that the end of 2004 will bring us a new Kasim album and a long, solo tour that will bring him the success that he deserves.
But I’m not betting on it…….

(Please note that the author of this article is purely a fan of Kasim and just an accountant and is no way associated with the music business.)

2004
What does 2004 hold in store for Kasim Sulton?

According to his horoscope (if you believe that sort of thing!), by opening up himself to whatever life brings and casting his fate to the wind, will he reap the good things on offer during 2004.
On a more realistic plane, we know that (baring illness or cancellations) Kasim will be playing concerts in the United Kingdom from 11th to 30th January (with travel days on both sides). During this period, Kasim will be playing the 10 concerts that were cancelled in November and December due to Meat Loaf’s illness and subsequent hospitalisation.
On Saturday 7th February, Kasim will play his long awaited solo gig. It will be 461 days (66 weeks to the day) since Kasim last played a solo gig and Dock Street, Staten Island, NY is THE place to be.
Only a few days later Kasim will fly to Australia to commence rehearsals with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra before the three concerts that Meat Loaf and The Neverland Express will be playing with the orchestra in Melbourne and Sydney. The Australian and New Zealand legs of the Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour are currently listed as finishing on Wednesday 17th March but, as with everything in this business, it could be changed.
Currently the first date of the Todd Rundgren tour is listed as Thursday 8th April in Milwaukee, WI and this tour is expected to last at least until the end of May 2004.
It certainly appears that the first five months of 2004 will be very busy for Kasim and at the moment it is too early to know for certain what the other seven months will hold. The rumors are that he will be touring with Meat Loaf in Europe in June and July and America in the Fall. It is also known that Kasim will be playing bass and singing background vocals on Bat Out Of Hell III which is expected to be recorded at some point in 2004.

There is also little doubt that most of Kasim’s fans will be hoping that at some point in 2004 he will be able to schedule another solo tour plus complete his next solo album! 
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Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to all the people who have photos included in this issue.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

The next edition will be issued on Sunday 11th January and will be a shortened version of the magazine before the start of the 2004 Meat Loaf concerts in the United Kingdom. If you would like to contribute anything to the articles and essay in this issue, please feel free to e-mail them to SueW@KasimInfo.com before Thursday 8th January.
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