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Something’s Gonna Happen
	Kasim Sulton is currently in Germany on the European leg of  Meat Loaf’s Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour. He will be playing two more concerts in Germany before the UK and Irish legs of the tour start next Monday. The concerts which Kasim will be playing over the next two weeks are:

Wednesday 5th – Velodrom, Berlin, Germany

Friday 7th – The Arena, Oberhausen, Germany

Monday 10th – NEC, Birmingham, England

Tuesday 11th – NEC, Birmingham, England

Thursday 13th – MEN Arena, Manchester, England

Saturday 15th – International Arena, Cardiff, Wales
Monday 17th – Wembley Arena, London, England

http://www.KasimInfo.com/2003.html has ticketing links.
Kasim is currently advertised as playing his opening set at the following concerts in the next two weeks:

Monday 10th – NEC

Thursday 13th – MEN Arena

Monday 17th – Wembley Arena

It is also possible that Kasim will open the other concerts too.

This past week Todd Rundgren announced that he will be touring “with band” in the Spring. Fingers crossed that despite Kasim’s Meat Loaf commitments he will be playing on this tour too!
Mercury Records have announced that the second single to be released from Meat Loaf’s album Couldn’t Have Said It Better will be Man Of Steel which will be released on 24th November. Kasim Sulton plays bass and sings background vocals on this track. In conjunction with this release a poster is being produced which will consist of 1,000 photos of fans in the shape of Meat Loaf. To submit a photo, send a J-peg of less than 5MB in size to meatloaf@production-response.co.uk by this coming Friday (7th).

	Sphere Sound Records are currently offering a “buy one, get the second at half price” offer on Quid Pro Quo from now until Christmas! They are selling the CD for $16 including postage within the US and cheaper postage rates than other online stores for worldwide purchases. The link to purchase the album is on their website at www.SphereSound.com.
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Copies of Quid Pro Quo are also now available at www.shopsourceone.com. These are autographed copies and also contain a used guitar pic plus one in every ten CD sold contains a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a Meat Loaf concert! They are currently on sale at the special price of $14.99 (normal price $29.99) plus shipping charges.
Sanctuary Records are releasing a Utopia DVD which consists of a concert in Boston in about 1982 and some interviews with the band members. The interviews are still to be recorded and www.GiganteMedia.com are asking fans to submit questions. If your question(s) is used you may also receive a credit on the DVD. Questions should be e-mailed as soon as possible to drew@gigantemedia.com.
In the past two weeks two more concerts have been added to the Australian Meat Loaf tour schedule:
Sunday 7th March – WACA Ground, Perth

Wednesday 10th March – Entertainment Centre, Adelaide



Intro / Editorial
As anybody who has read my very long review on KasimInfo.com of the Meat Loaf concert in Halle will know, I was very lucky enough to have witnessed Kasim’s one opening set in Germany on this leg of the European tour!
The British band The Darkness were advertised to open all the German gigs but due to the lead singer having laryngitis, they had to pull out (they’d previously cancelled a show in the UK that week) so instead the venue announced that “the bass player would be doing warm-ups”!
I had a horrendous 12 hour journey to get to the venue but I counted myself so lucky that it was just as I was running into the venue that they announced Kasim! Thankfully he received a nice loud round of applause and people generally gave him a good reception throughout his whole set.
Kasim sang Don’t Hold Me Back, Before She Was Gone and Sacrifice and spoke at some length about Quid Pro Quo and then about his website.

Despite rehearsing a lot that week, Kasim’s voice sounded very strong and clear. When he played at some of the 5 UK concerts last year, sometimes his voice showed signs of wear (due to the fact that he was on stage singing more the rest of the band) so it was great to hear Kasim’s voice at it’s best for this concert.

As I mentioned in the last copy of this magazine, Kasim is expected to open several of the UK and the Ireland concerts and it’s going to be incredible watching 12,000 people hear HIS music!

Generally there’s been some very good reviews of the first six concerts of the European tour and a few slight changes to the set lists have happened at most of the concerts which seem to have pleased the majority of the fans.
The other thing I would thoroughly recommend if you get a chance, is to purchase a copy of the tour programme which is now accompanying the tour. Although there are predominantly photos of Meat Loaf in it, there are 15 photos of Kasim too (of varying size and facial expressions!).

With Kasim and the rest of the band making their way over to the UK this coming weekend, this issue of the magazine contains the first part of quite a large article on Kasim and the United Kingdom. As well as a copy of an old article about Kasim, there is also a “story” about a photo. I would also appreciate it if you take the time to read the final page of this magazine.

Enjoy….. 
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Kasim Sulton in the UK
As Kasim Sulton will be spending the majority of the rest of the year in the UK and Ireland, I thought that I would do another of these “off the cuff” articles about Kasim Sulton and the two countries. This will be a two part article – this issue will cover the background of the UK and the venues he will be playing in the next two weeks and the next issue will cover the remainder including Ireland.
England, Scotland and Wales together with the province of Northern Ireland, form the country officially known as "The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland" or simply the United Kingdom (UK for short).

The United Kingdom came into being in 1801 following the Irish Union, although the greater part of Ireland gained independence in 1921 to form the Irish Republic (or Eire). The majority of the people in Northern Ireland have wished to remain part of the U.K., although a minority wish unification with the Irish Republic. 

However, Great Britain is the term used for the island containing the contiguous nations of England, Scotland and Wales. The term "Great Britain" was officially used only after King James I (who was also James VI of Scotland) acceded to the throne of England and Wales in 1603, styling himself King of Great Britain, although legislative union between Scotland and England did not take place until 1707.

The term "England" is sometimes erroneously used by both natives of England (the English) and those outside the country to refer to the United Kingdom. Natives of the other constituent nations of the U.K. find such usage offensive, so it is best avoided! Although there is no adjective for the "United Kingdom" the term "British" is acceptable, although has to be used with care and sensitivity in Northern Ireland, where one section of the community would be happy being so-described, whereas the other would most definitely regard themselves as "Irish". 

The United Kingdom does not include the Isle Of Man (which lies between Great Britain and the island of Ireland) and the Channel Islands (which lie off the North coast of France). These are direct dependencies of the British Crown, maintaining their own legislative, monetary and taxation systems. Each have their own parliaments and a Governor, appointed by the Crown. As Kasim is visiting neither of these to play concerts, they will be left out of this article.
The British Isles is used more loosely to describe the main island of Great Britain together with its associated islands (including the Isle of Man). It has no legal significance. 

The United Kingdom is a member of the European Union (also known as the EEC or the Common Market) but does not use Euros as it’s currency, preferring to stay with sterling (pounds and pence). Ireland does use Euros. One of the more interesting aspects of the British money that most visiting Americans immediately notice is that the UK notes are different colors thereby making it easier to distinguish a £5 note from a £20 note!
The total area of the UK is 152,241 square miles which makes the total area slightly smaller than Oregon. The coastline is 7,723 miles long.

The climate of the UK is described as “temperate; moderated by prevailing southwest winds over the North Atlantic Current” with the amusing addition that “more than one-half of the days are overcast” – something that I would dispute! 

The population of the United Kingdom is just under 60 million but we are experiencing an immigration problem mainly from people claiming political asylum (although economic asylum is usually the more correct term).
The telephone dialling code for the United Kingdom is +44 and AOL Internet access is available in the country but at a surcharge for Americans of about $4 an hour!
In the United Kingdom 240 volts is used (not 110 as in the US) so any electrical equipment (e.g. laptops and guitars) MUST use a transformer and not an adaptor. An adaptor will just enable a two pin American plug to fit a three pin UK socket but doubling the amount of electricity required will cause the equipment to melt or burst into flames.
In the United Kingdom there are 5 national TV stations plus 4 national radio stations. The satellite system, Sky, is available in most hotels and carries channels such as CNN and Fox News. The majority of programmes shown on British television are UK produced ones but American imports such as Friends, ER and Sex In The City are very popular too.
The majority of long distance driving in the UK is on motorways which are similar to freeways. All motorways in the UK are free but there are limited entrances and exits to the motorways. For example, for some cities there is only one entrance or exit. Consequently there are not the constant stream of eateries either side of the road that are a feature of American highways (and help to break the monotony!). Service stations are provided every 20 miles or so and feature gas stations and a small selection of places to eat – unfortunately decent cuisine is not available!
Gas (petrol) in the United Kingdom is VERY expensive and the price at service stations is even higher. For example the price in London is about 76.9p per litre but on the motorways will be 80p or more. A difference of 4p may not sound much but remember that this is per litre and not per gallon – 76.9p per litre converts to about $4.50 per gallon! ($3 = about £2)
The main motorways in the United Kingdom are the M1 which runs from London to Scotland, the M6 which runs from Birmingham (where it connects with the M1) to Manchester and the M4 which runs from Wales to London. There is also the M25 (London Orbital) which circles London. The speed limit on most motorways is 70mph and around town usually 30mph. In the United Kingdom we drive on the left had side of the road and the driver sits on the right side of the car. The majority of the road signs are similar but we have far less traffic lights (more roundabouts) than in America.
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All of that should give you a basis of an understanding about the UK. Kasim will be in the country (and Ireland) until 19th December. He will be playing 22 concerts with Meat Loaf and is expected to open at least 9 of them (the ones that there are Meet and Greets at) and hopefully the majority of the others too as no support band appears to have been contracted.
During these next two weeks, the concerts that Kasim will be playing in the UK are:
Monday 10th – NEC, Birmingham, England

Tuesday 11th – NEC, Birmingham, England

Thursday 13th – MEN Arena, Manchester, England

Saturday 15th – International Arena, Cardiff, Wales

Monday 17th – Wembley Arena, London, England

Tuesday 18th – Wembley Arena, London, England
The United Kingdom is Meat Loaf’s largest market and consequently he plays to the largest audiences in this country. In parts of the US, he didn’t fill 4,000 seat venues and yet in the United Kingdom (a country smaller than Oregon remember!) he has sold 400,000 seats.

Out of the nine venues that they will be playing in the country, London, Birmingham and Manchester are three of the largest cities and boast the three largest venues – Kasim will be playing in each of these within the next two weeks and opening in each one!
The first two concerts are at the NEC Arena in Birmingham, England. Birmingham is the United Kingdom’s second largest city and the National Exhibition Center complex is a large concert and conference venue just outside the city. It consists of the NEC Arena, the National Indoor Arena, the International Conference Centre and the Symphony Hall.
Kasim will be playing at the NEC Arena which seats 12,300 people (when set up as a concert venue) and has over a million visitors a year. The venue was built in 1980. Kasim has played at this venue several times over the past few years, most recently with Meat Loaf for 6 concerts in 1994, 3 in 1996 and 3 in 1999.
Birmingham is located in the middle part of England called “The Midlands” (which is the industrial area of England) and is about 120 miles (2 hours) north of London. Although there are some luxurious hotels in Birmingham, it is known that during the 1999 Very Best Of Tour Meat Loaf preferred to stay in London and to travel the four hour round trip for each concert so it is possible that the same will happen on this tour too.
The third concert of the UK leg of the tour is booked for Thursday 13th November at the Manchester Evening News Arena in Manchester, England. Manchester is arguably England’s third largest city (this title may be owned by Liverpool which is only 35 miles away). 
The MEN Arena was originally built as part of Manchester’s unsuccessful bid to host the 2000 Olympics. Due to it’s prime location adjacent to the main train station in Manchester it is one of the easiest venues for fans to reach, especially as there is parking for 1,500 cars on the site too. The venue opened in 1995 and holds 14,000 fans when set up as a concert venue.

Kasim is expected to open this concert (as there is a Meet and Greet arranged for that night). Kasim has played at the MEN Arena in both 1996 and 1999, although in 1996 it was known as the Nynex Arena.

Manchester is located in the North West of England. As it is not known where Meat Loaf and the band will be travelling from for this concert, London to Manchester is 200 miles (three and a quarter hours) and Birmingham to Manchester is 87 miles (one and a half hours).
On Saturday 15th November the tour moves to Wales with the venue being the CIA (Cardiff International Arena). Cardiff is the capital city of Wales and boosts a beautiful castle (where one of the Meat Loaf concerts was held last year).

The Cardiff International Arena is a Clear Channel venue and is smaller than the previous two venues (it holds about 7,500 people). This is the first all standing concert of the UK leg of the tour. Kasim played at this venue in 1994 (when it was all seated) and again in 1996 and 1999. Manchester to Cardiff is 195 miles (three hours).

On Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th November the concerts will be held at Wembley Arena on the outskirts of London. Wembley Arena is probably London’s premier venue and is part of the Wembley complex which used to consist of Wembley Arena, Wembley Stadium and the Wembley Conference Centre. Wembley Stadium was mainly used for football (soccer) matches plus major concerts such as Live Aid in 1985 as it could hold 72,000 people. Despite lots of public protests Wembley Stadium was pulled down last year and building work is in process to build a new national stadium.
Wembley Arena is another all seated venue and holds 10,456 seats. Kasim is advertised as opening the concert on the Monday. Kasim has played at Wembley Arena numerous times over the years – most recently with Meat Loaf 6 times in 1994, 4 times in 1996 and 3 times in 1999. (Meat Loaf was booked to play at the Docklands Arena in London in 1999 but this was one of the concerts that he cancelled and he hasn’t booked a concert back there since.)
Cardiff to London is 150 miles (two and a half hours) along the M4 and from the center of London to Wembley Arena is about half an hours drive (depending on traffic). They usually stay in London itself as there isn’t much to do out at Wembley.
Part Two of Kasim and the UK will be in issue #11.
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Kasim Sulton in the UK (Appendage)
Although the British take pride in the fact that they speak English(!), there are certain words in the vocabulary that visiting American musicians (and visiting Kasim Sulton fans) will not understand:
Cell Phone ………………………………………..Mobile

Side Walk ………………………………………….Pavement

Pants …………………………………………………Trousers

Purse …………………………………………………Handbag

Wallet ………………………………………………..Purse (women only, men use wallet too)

Restroom / Bathroom ……………………….Toilet / Public Convenience / WC / Loo

Gas …………………………………………………….Petrol

Two weeks …………………………………………Fortnight

Two times ………………………………………….Twice

Elevator ………………………………………………Lift

Escalator …………………………………………….Moving staircase

Cigarette …………………………………………….Fag (slang)

Bus ………………………………………………………Coach (as in tour coach)

Subway ……………………………………………….Underground (or “the tube”)

Scalper ………………………………………………..Ticket Tout
Bangs (hair) ………………………………………..Fringe

911 ………………………………………………………999

*69 ………………………………………………………1471
Pharmacy …………………………………………….Chemist
Liquor Store …………………………………………Off licence

Federal Circle ……………………………………….Roundabout
There are also lots of slang expressions which have totally different meanings in the United Kingdom. For example “I’m pissed” means that one is drunk (although one can be “pissed off” which means the same as in America) and “going outside for a fag” is quite acceptable in British society!
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days. This is an article about Kasim’s 2002 Have Guitar, Will Travel Tour which appeared in the May 2002 Meat Loaf UK Fan Club newsletter called The Rear View Mirror. The newsletter is more like a small booklet as it is usually about 30 pages long and is issued bi-monthly. This article was written for an audience of predominantly Meat Loaf fans.
What do Meat Loaf, Jim Steinman, Celine Dion, Mick Jagger, Bon Jovi, Todd Rundgren, Hall and Oates, Joan Jett, and Ringo Starr all have in common? It’s a simple enough question for most Meat Loaf fans - Meat’s bass player and Musical Director Kasim Sulton has played with them all! But, for nineteen gigs in February and March of this year, it was just Kasim Sulton and two acoustic guitars alone on stage (other than a couple of friends who joined him occasionally for a few tracks!). 

The tour was aptly called his “Have Guitar, Will Travel Tour” as Kasim drove himself the 6,000 plus miles around 13 states in the US to play at an extensive variety of venues! Some were proper music venues, some were bars, some were restaurants and one in Kent, Ohio was decorated exactly like a medieval castle complete with turrets, a minstrels’ gallery and two thrones! 

Two of the shows were also broadcast on the Internet which gave Kasim fans around the rest of the world a chance to hear his sets. During the tour, Kasim was also interviewed and played live on a few local radio shows. One of the questions he was asked on almost all the shows was about him playing bass on the album Bat Out Of Hell! 

At most gigs Kasim played for about seventy five minutes with a different set each night. He would play a selection of old Utopia tunes, a couple of Beatles tracks and some of Kasim’s own solo songs from his 1982 release “Kasim”, his 1993 release “The Bassment Tapes” and his forthcoming CD “Quid Pro Quo” which is due out in August on Sphere Sound Records. In between songs Kasim also told some great stories about various aspects of his life which made it similar to a StoryTellers show except that Kasim chose the songs! One particular tale that went down well each night was about how he and Tommy Hambridge set out to write a track for Meat Loaf’s Testify album. He would explain that the song they wrote was rejected and how they couldn’t understand why that was the case as it sounded to them like a perfect Meat Loaf track. Kasim would then tell us that he’d play part of it before breaking into a few bars of You Took The Words Right Outta My Mouth! He would then play the actual track, Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing! 

At most of the gigs on the East Coast, Kasim was joined on stage for a few tracks by Doug Kennedy of the heavy rock band The Isle Of Q. For many years Doug has been a big fan of Utopia (the group that Kasim was in from 1976 until 1985, alongside Bat Out Of Hell’s producer, Todd Rundgren). Apparently Doug kept asking Kasim if he could join him on stage which he did for two shows last August. As they proved to be a great success playing together, thankfully Kasim asked him to play more shows on this tour. 
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Kasim was also joined on stage a couple of times by 13 year old Cindy Decotis from Schenectady, New York. During his tour last August, Kasim had made a promotional appearance at The House Of Guitars in Rochester and had been chatting with Amy who told him that she was learning the guitar. Kasim had given her a few tips and told her to keep practicing so when he played some gigs on this tour near her home town, she joined him and Doug on stage for the Utopia song One World which always proved to be a great hit with the crowds. As Joan Jett’s former guitarist Ricky Byrd also opened for Kasim a few times, maybe the tour should have been renamed “Kasim Sulton and Friends - Just Havin’ Fun For The Winter”! 

Probably one of the highlights for most people at all the shows was that after each gig, Kasim would always come out into the audience to meet the crowds, to pose for photographs with anyone who wanted one and to sign autographs. Kasim would always ensure that everybody who wanted to spend some time with him was able to, no matter how late it was! At his gig in Chicago, as there was a later show, Kasim had to hold his “meet and greet” at the bar that was attached to the venue and the queue to meet him stretched the whole length of the room! As anyone who has ever met Kasim will testify, he is one of the warmest and most genuine people in the music business so everyone really appreciated the chance to talk to him. 

The final gig of the tour was at New York’s famous The Bitter End venue where people like Billy Joel, Joan Baez, Don McLean and Bette Midler have launched their careers. Kasim played to a large crowd (including a few members of his family) and when he left the stage he said that he would be touring again solo in September. However, if the rumours are correct, it appears that anyone who will be attending the Meat Loaf concerts this Summer will have the opportunity to hear Kasim playing solo then too as he has been listed as one of the opening acts as well as playing in The Neverland Express! 

Also this year, Kasim will be playing a few gigs as part of Tommy James and The Shondells. His remaining dates are:
Wednesday 1st May - The Benedum Center, Pittsburgh, PA (Televised)
Saturday 18th May - Fleet Boston Pavilion, Boston, MA 
Saturday 1st June - Peoria Civic Center, Peoria, IL 
Friday 7th June - Landmark Theater, Syracuse, NY 
June 15, 2002 - Fiddlers Theatre, Denver, CO
Friday 11th October - The Grand Casino, Gulfport, MS 
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The Meat Loaf UK Fan Club website is www.MLUKFC.com
Stories
(A story of a photo)
This past week on the Mirror Of The Soul website, Jules posted the photo of Kasim (taken in Cleveland) that is on the front cover of this magazine. The first thing that struck me about the photo was the incredible lighting and how well it suited Kasim’s coloring. It’s certainly one of the best photos of Kasim that I’ve seen for a long time.
I’ll freely admit that I’m no photographer. It really makes me laugh when I’m not allowed to use my camera at concerts as “it looks too professional” – if only they knew how unprofessional I am with a camera in my hands!
I’ll use being an irrational female as my excuse but often my favorite photos of Kasim that I’ve taken are due to things that happened that day or the mood I (or he!) was in. That’s why this is one of my favorite photos. Technically it’s not a good photo by anyone’s standards but it reminds me of an incredible 15 minutes or so in April.
[image: image9.jpg]



I had a friend (a big Meat Loaf fan) staying with me that day as Meat Loaf was signing albums in London. I took her to the train station and opted to work instead. At work in the morning, I read or rather quickly scanned a post by Meat Loaf on the MLUKFC messageboard about the forthcoming album signing.
It was only about an hour later that I received an e-mail from a fan of Kasim’s who mentioned that Meat Loaf had actually posted that they would be performing live on the top of the bus so therefore wouldn’t Kasim be there too?!!
A quick re-read of Meat Loaf’s message and a frantic phone call to a friend to cover work for me and within about an hour I was on the train to London! It’s only a 15 minute journey for me so it wasn’t long before I was coming out of Tottenham Court Road underground station….just as it started raining!
I dived into the record shop and found my friend (and some others) and told them what was going to be happening so we all trooped back upstairs to await the arrival of the bus.

It seemed like ages later but eventually we heard some loud music playing and they pulled up in front of the bus singing Couldn’t Have Said It Better! They all looked absolutely soaked (and I was worried about them getting electrocuted through their instruments) but thankfully Kasim was facing towards the record shop so we had a brilliant view of him throughout! 
Between the lines of the song he was obviously mouthing something about being soaking wet but seemed very cheerful – the things he does for Meat Loaf! I also thought it rather unfair that he was being jostled by photographers on the bus who were reaching over him to take photos of Meat Loaf!

After Couldn’t Have Said It Better we discovered later that Meat Loaf had to go off for an interview in the shop so before he left he told the band to play something “anything” and Kasim opted for All Revved Up. This was probably the best part of the day for me as with Meat Loaf missing, Kasim sang the lead vocals which was just brilliant to hear!

All too soon for me, the song finished and I saw the fastest dash ever downstairs by a group of musicians into the dry of the lower level of the bus! Thankfully, rather than just drive off, they then all got off the bus, back into the rain and signed autographs and posed for photos with the fans that were waiting there.
Eventually they did have to drive off so we wandered into the record store. Most people seemed to thoroughly enjoy it and apparently Meat Loaf was very friendly to everybody who asked for something to be signed. I just spent the time chatting to some fans that I only usually see at concerts and just had a private encounter with Meat Loaf as he was coming out of the Mens at the same time that I was coming out of the Ladies!
As they say “a picture paints a thousand words” and this photo immediately brings to my mind, an incredible, unexpected afternoon seeing Kasim playing and singing on top of an open-topped red London bus!

Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Jules for the photo on the front page of this issue.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 

The next edition will be issued on Tuesday 18th November. The following issue will be delayed until Monday 8th December to coincide with Kasim’s birthday.
--------------------------

Over the next few weeks I’m lucky enough to be going to see Kasim at a lot of the UK concerts. Obviously this will take up a lot of my time (plus I still have KasimInfo.com to update most days, as well as real-life things like work and friends!).
When I originally started this magazine 9 issues ago, my hope was that lots of Kasim’s fans would contribute articles, ideas, photos, something / anything towards it…unfortunately this has never happened.

This magazine is issued to over 50 people every other week and I would like to keep it going, however I feel that it takes up a lot of my time and energy due to the fact that not once has anybody else even offered to make any contribution towards it.

More importantly, I am fully aware that with me compiling the whole magazine, it is becoming a very slanted one-sided view and that is something that I am not happy about.

For that reason, and especially at this time, if you enjoy the magazine and wish it to continue, then I would appreciate it if you could seriously consider contributing something. Even if it’s only an idea for an article that I (or someone else) will then write, then it’s a start. 
Or even if you just write and tell me which parts of the magazine you like and which you don’t, then that will give me some direction as it’s issued to a lot of people and yet I can count on the fingers of one hand, the e-mails of feedback that I’ve received. For all I know, you could all be not reading the same part of the magazine!
Thank you for your attention…..
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