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Something’s Gonna Happen
	Kasim Sulton is currently in Germany getting ready for the European leg of  Meat Loaf’s Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour which starts on Saturday in Halle. The concerts which Kasim will be playing over the next two weeks (all in Germany) are:

Saturday 25th - Gerry-Weber-Stadion, Halle

Monday 27th - Festhalle, Frankfurt

Tuesday 28th - Schleyerhalle, Stuttgart

Thursday 30th - Olympiahalle, Munich

Saturday 1st - ColorLine Arena, Hamburg

Sunday 2nd - Arena, Trier
Tickets are still available for all concerts and http://www.KasimInfo.com/2003.html has ticketing links.
Continuing throughout the remainder of October, Meat Loaf’s concert from Mexico City is being shown on Direct TV as well as local cable stations around the US. Kasim played bass and sang background vocals at this concert, plus he is listed in the credits for producing the audio of the show.
The big news in the past two weeks was that Meat Loaf posted on the MLUKFC board that Kasim will be opening at some of the UK concerts plus the one in Ireland. He will be opening at all concerts when there are Meet and Greets, plus some others! Kasim has subsequently posted that he thinks he will be opening at some of the concerts in Germany too! 
Meat Loaf’s album Couldn’t Have Said It Better (on which Kasim plays bass and sings background vocals on most of the tracks) has dropped out of the American charts after two weeks (#85, #133) but it is now on its third week in the Australian charts (#38, #28, #30).

	Sphere Sound Records are currently offering a “buy one, get the second at half price” offer on Quid Pro Quo from now until Christmas! They are selling the CD for $16 including postage within the US and cheaper postage rates than other online stores for worldwide purchases. The link to purchase the album is on their website at www.SphereSound.com.
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Copies of Quid Pro Quo are also now available at www.shopsourceone.com. This are autographed copies and also contain a used guitar pic plus one in every ten CD sold contains a pass to meet Kasim backstage at a Meat Loaf concert! They are currently on sale at the special price of $14.99 (normal price $29.99) but beware of their shipping charges as they can increase the price dramatically.
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My Year
[image: image3.jpg]Kasim Sulton M NovEmBER 2003

1st Hamburg
2nd Trier

5th Berlin

7th Oberhausen
10th Birmingham
11th Birmingham
13th Manchester
15th Cardiff

17th London
18th London
21st Glasgow
22nd Sheffield
24th Newcastle
25th Brighton
27th Glasgow
29th Sheffield
30th Manchester

T F <

1
2 3 4 5 6 7 ]
9 o 1N 12 13 14 15
16 1 18 19 20 21 22
25 24 25 2 2F 29 29
30





Kasim Sulton In Germany
As Kasim Sulton will be spending the majority of the next two weeks in Germany, I thought that I would do another of these “off the cuff” articles about Kasim Sulton and Germany.

I must admit that I often find that people are generally not very well informed about countries other than the one that they live in so first of all I’ll cover the basics about Germany (the dry part of this article!). 

Germany is located in central Europe, bordering the Baltic Sea and the North Sea, between the Netherlands and Poland, south of Denmark. In fact Germany has a total land border of 2,250 miles and borders Austria, Belgium, Czechoslovakia,  Denmark, France, Luxembourg, The Netherlands, Poland and Switzerland!

I always thought that Germany was a large country (it certainly is when you’re driving through it!) but according to a website I found, Germany covers 221,842.50 square miles which, apparently, makes it slightly smaller than Montana!

The population of Germany is approximately 83.2 million people which comprises of 15.4% under the age of 15, 67.6% between the ages of 15 and 64 and the remaining 17% are over the age of 65. The male / female split is about 40million men and 42 million women which is slightly misleading as in the over 65 bracket there are 5.5 million men and 8.6 million women, whereas in both the other age brackets, the men easily outnumber the women.

The climate of Germany is described as “cool, cloudy with wet winters and summers” and the only natural hazard listed is a tendency towards flooding! Basically Germany, like the UK, has cooler summers but warmer winters than the US.

The rate of inflation in Germany is 1.3% and the unemployment rate is 9.8%. Germany is generally regarded as one of the strongest economies in Europe (and therefore one of the more expensive countries in the continent) but the country was heavily affected economically by the reunification in 1990.

Germany is now using the Euro currency system (the previous currency was the Deutschemark). Although some countries are very against the Euro, it certainly makes it easier for tourists and musicians who are visiting Germany and neighboring countries as they do not have to keep switching currencies. However on this visit to Europe, Kasim will only use Euros in Germany and Ireland as all the other concerts are in parts of the UK which use pound sterling. There are currently about 0.859 dollars to each Euro.
The telephone dialling code for Germany is +49 and AOL Internet access is available in the country but at a surcharge for Americans of about $4 an hour!

There are about 400 television stations throughout Germany and over 800 radio stations. The British Forces Radio Stations especially play a lot of songs in English so they are always worth listening to.

Obviously German is the main language spoken but the majority of people speak very good English too, even in small local shops.
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The German flag
All of that should give you a basis of an understanding about Germany. Kasim will be in the country about two weeks and will be playing the following eight concerts:

25th October – Halle

27th – Frankfurt

28th – Stuttgart

30th - Munich

1st  December - Hamburg
2nd - Trier
5th - Berlin
7th - Oberhausen

The approximate distances between the concerts are:

Halle to Frankfurt – 239 miles (4 hours)

Frankfurt to Stuttgart – 122 miles (2 hours)

Stuttgart to Munich – 136 miles (2 hours, 15 minutes)

Munich to Hamburg – 482 miles (7 hours)

Hamburg to Trier – 378 miles (5 hours, 45 minutes)

Trier to Berlin – 470 miles (7 hours)

Berlin to Oberhausen – 331 miles (5 hours)

One of Germany’s boasts is that there is no speed limit on their autobahns (the equivalent to their freeways) so subsequently cars will often travel at 120 – 140 mph on them! Thankfully, generally, the Germans are very good drivers and have sturdy cars. One useful tip is to ensure that the trunk of the car is secure as that flying open at 90mph (as I experienced on the NOTP tour) is no fun!

Over the years Kasim has been a constant visitor to Germany so knows the country (and venues) as well as most people. Utopia famously recorded the Rockplast shows in Germany and the country probably has Meat Loaf’s third largest fan base outside of the UK and the US. Through searching the Internet it appears that Hall and Oates didn’t have a large fanbase in Germany (in fact the main H&O site didn’t list any gigs in Germany) and I’m yet to find any Joan Jett website that has a detailed list of gigs.

When Kasim first started playing on stage with Meat Loaf in 1993, the first set of concerts in Germany to promote the album Bat Out Of Hell II were played at smaller venues and very quickly sold out. Apparently the next batch of concerts (in September 1994) were booked for stadium size venues but these under-sold. 

Kasim’s next concert tour with Meat Loaf was in May 1996 to support the follow-up album Welcome To The Neighborhood and these concerts were held at the arena size venues that he is still playing and which appear to suit the size of Meat Loaf’s fanbase. They played about 12 concerts all over Germany and some of these (Berlin was one) were recorded for the Live Around The World CD.

In July 1997 Kasim spent about 10 days in Germany playing 5 festivals over two weekends with Meat Loaf. The next concert tour that Kasim went on that visited Germany was Richie Sambora’s Undiscovered Soul Tour in July 1998 when they played Hamburg, Cologne, Nuremburg and Stuttgart. These venues were smaller indoor venues, maybe holding 1,000 people in each. From comments that Kasim has made to other fans, it appears that this tour involved a lot of sleeping on the tour bus and less in hotels!
The ill-fated Meat Loaf Very Best Of Tour (also known as the Greatest Hits Tour) in April 1999 was Kasim’s next concert tour in Germany. Due to Meat Loaf’s illness earlier in the tour, some dates were changed but the ones actually played were:

4/16 – Hannover

4/18 – Berlin (Velodrom)

4/20 – Leipzig

4/22 – Munich

4/24 – Düsseldorf

4/25 – Magdeburg

4/28 – Hamburg

Four years on and although they are playing concerts in three of these cities on this forthcoming tour, only at the Velodrom in Berlin (an amazing underground cycle track that was originally built for the 1936 Olympics) are they playing at the same venues. 

In November and again in December 2001, Kasim Sulton played some concerts as part of the Night Of The Proms Tour alongside Meat Loaf.

These cities were:

11/16 – Hannover

11/17 – Cologne

11/18 – Frankfurt (Festhalle)

12/5 – Stuttgart (Schleyerhalle)

12/6 – Munich (Olympiahalle)

12/7 - Munich (Olympiahalle)

12/8 - Munich (Olympiahalle)

12/9 – Erfurt

12/11 – Oberhausen (Arena)

12/12 – Bremen

12/13 – Bremen

12/14 - Dortmund

12/22 – Cologne

Two years on and they are playing at four of these venues again. Of the other three venues that will be new to Kasim on this tour, the ColorLine Arena in Hamburg is apparently a brand new venue that is considerably larger than the Sportshalle where they played in 1999. I’ve been unable to find out too much about the Arena in Trier other than this concert replaces the original one in Erfurt that was not selling very well. The first concert in Halle on Saturday is at the Gerry-Weber Stadion which apparently was originally built for tennis matches!

Of course this is not by far Kasim’s first visit to Germany in 2003 as he went there in January and April this year due to the country being the first target for all the promotion for Meat Loaf’s album Couldn’t Have Said It Better.

On Saturday 25th January Kasim Sulton appeared on Wetten Dass which is Germany's biggest variety show and features all sorts of acts from music to comedians to dancers. Meat Loaf's new single Did I Say That? had been used as the theme track for a big television epic on German television so the band gave a lip synched performance of the song. Unfortunately Kasim was placed near the back so was not seen too clearly on television. The show was screened live from Boeblingen to an estimated 77 million people. Also on the show were Tom Jones, Christina Aguilera and Faith Hill. The hosts were Tom Hanks, Leonardo Decaprio and Steven Speilberg. 

On Monday 27th January Kasim played a full concert in Cologne with Meat Loaf. It was advertised as a promotional concert for the new album but they also played all the usual favorites such as Paradise By The Dashboard Light and Bat Out Of Hell.

During this trip to Germany, Kasim also made appearances on two television shows – VIVA Interaktiv and Top Of The Pops. Unfortunately on both these shows Kasim was positioned near the back of the stage and barely seen on TV.

Kasim returned to Germany in April this year to mix the sound of the Cologne concert for later radio broadcast, plus he appeared alongside Meat Loaf on the TV shows TV Interactiv and Top Of The Pops again.

Unfortunately at these eight forthcoming concerts in Germany, it is unlikely that Kasim will be playing his opening set (as the British band The Darkness are already contracted to open) but it still sounds as though the lucky German population will be able to continue their long-time relationship with Kasim Sulton for a couple of hours on stage at each of the concerts!
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days. This is an interview with Kasim on the Maximum Ink website by David A. Kuclzyk from July 2001.

Kasim Sulton has had quite a career.  He's played bass with Todd Rundgren (both solo and with Utopia) for over a decade, recorded on Meatloaf's "Bat Out of Hell" and on the critically acclaimed 1976 album release by Steve Hillage "L", which is a favorite with English ravers 25 years after it's release. A multi-instrumentalist, Sulton has also recorded or performed with The Tom Robinson Band, Rick Derringer, Frankie Eldorado, Shaun Cassidy, Joan Jett, Patti Smith, Akiko Yano, The Ricky Byrd Trio,  Blue Oyster Cult, Jackie DeShannon, Eileen Ivers, Celine Dion, The Indigo Girls, Steve Stevens, Mick Jagger, Jim Steinman and Daryl Hall and John Oates. To make a long discography short, Sulton has played on 102 albums. 
 Kasim also has 3 Solo albums, "Kasim," "The Bassment Tapes" and "Lights On" with Thommy Price. I interviewed Kasim via phone, fax and e-mail on July 30th.
Maximum Ink: How did you start playing music?  
Kasim Sulton: Staten Island, NY.... first band was Kastle. My fate was decided when I saw the Beatles on Ed Sullivan in 1964.
MI: Did you enjoy being a musician in the 70's?  
KS: Had no choice.
MI: You've had a decades long musical relationship with Todd Rundgren, what was it like to tour and record with him?  
KS: It was an unbelievably amazing opportunity, that to this day I still thank my lucky stars that I was able to do that. Todd is brilliant. Being around him during that period of time taught me more about music than I ever could have learned from anyone else. Although my background is Middle Eastern in nature, I'm not as learned on Pyramid power as one might think.
MI: In 1983, my band and I gave you a tape of our synthesizer band, Dust Bunny. This was in Columbus Ohio. Do you still have the tape?  
KS: Do I still have a tape that was given to me 18 years ago?  Sure I do. Let me peruse it again and I'll get back to you on what I think.
MI: All of all your session work, what was the most artistically pleasing?  What session was the most fun?  
KS: Ten years and ten albums with Utopia... I'd have to say those were among the highlights of my recording career to date.  That kind of thing can't be taught.
MI: If you could be any member of Gilligan's Island, who would you be and why?
KS: MaryAnn.  Her innocence and unassuming character showed a propensity for thoughtfulness, a deep spiritual belief that transcended the social mores of the time.  Besides, she had a great ass.
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The Maximum Ink website is www.MaximumInk.com
Rock and Roll
At various periods during Kasim’s career he has been quite a prolific songwriter. He says that the first song he ever wrote was called Rambling Man when he was about 12 years old and “it was just a song that a 12 year old would have written”.
During Kasim’s decade in Utopia he wrote and co-wrote an immense number of songs but he has said on stage that during the period that he was part of Joan Jett’s band, he didn’t write much. Kasim credits Hall and Oates with reawakening his song-writing interests. Kasim said at an online chat in August that he has started working on three new songs for his next album.

His publishing company list 100 songs that Kasim has either written, co-written or been credited with writing so I thought it would be interesting to list them all here. I think that anyone reading this magazine who only knows Kasim through his association of playing bass with Meat Loaf will be pleasantly surprised.
Please note that this is not a definitive list of all of Kasim’s songs but just the 100 that his publishing company list as at 21st October 2003. Another point is that they omit initial small words in the titles – for example The One Sure Thing is listed as One Sure Thing.

How many of these song title do you recognise?

A
1.All Smiles
2.Alone
3.Always Late

B 
4.Baby Don’t Break My Heart
5.Before She Was Gone
6.Bring Me A Longbow
7.Burn Three Times

C

8.Call It What You Will
9.Caravan
10.Chapter And Verse
11.Crybaby
12.Crystal Ball

D

13.Don’t Hold Me Back
14.Driving Me Mad

E

15.Eternal Love
16.Everybody Else Is Wrong
17.Evil

F

18.Farenheit 451
19.Feel Too Good
20.Forgotten But Not Gone

G

21.Give Him Up
22.God And Me
23.Goodbye

H

24.Hammer In My Heart
25.Heaven Help The Child

26. Heaven S Girl 
27. Hoi Poloi 

I

28. I Just Want To Touch You 
29. I Will Wait 
30. If I Didn’t Try 
31. Itch In My Brain 

J

32. Junk Rock  
33. Just A Little Bit 

L

34. Last Dollar On Earth
35. Last Of The New Wave Riders 
36. Life Goes On 
37. Lights On  
38. Love Alone 
39. Love Reunion 
40. Love With A Thinker 
41. Lysistrada 

M

42. Magic Dragon Theatre 
43. Man Of Action 
44. Marriage Of Heaven And Hell 
45. Martyr 
46. Mated 
47. Maybe I Could Change 
48. Mimi Gets Mad 
49. More Light 
50. Mystified 

N

51. Neck On Up 
52. No T V No Phone 

O
53. Oh No 
54. One Sure Thing 
55. One World 
56. Only Human 
57. Over For Now 

P

58. Play This Game 
59. Private Heaven 

R

60. Reckless And Wild 
61. Road To Utopia 
62. Rock And Roll 
63. Rock Love  
64. Roll The Dice 

S

65. Sacrifice 
66. Say Yeah 
67. Second Nature 
68. Secret Society 
69. Set Me Free 
70. Shana  
71. Shinola 
72. Shot In The Dark 
73. Shotgun Shy  
74. Silly Boy 
75. Singing And The Glass Guitar 
76. Someone To Love 
77. Something’s Gonna Happen 
78. Special Interest 
79. Stand For Something 
80. Stories 
81. Style 
82. Sweet Little Accident 
83. Swing To The Right 

T

84. Take It Home 
85. Take Me Away 
86. That’s Not Right 
87. There Goes My Inspiration 
88. This Must Be Love 
89. Too Much Water 

U

90. Umbrella Man 
91. Up 

V

92. Very Last Time 

W

93. We The People 
94. Welcome To My Revolution 
95. Where Does The World Go To Hide
96. White And Red 
97. Wildlife 
98. Winston Smith Takes It On The Jaw

Y

99. You Make Me Crazy 

Z

100. Zen Machine  
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Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Frank Ciapanna for the photos in this issue.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. I am also looking for people to provide an insight into their favorite photo(s) of Kasim and why.
The next edition will be issued on Tuesday 4th November.
I’m not giving up with this! I STILL Need your help!
For a future feature on both KasimInfo.com and in this magazine, I am looking for anyone who has worked with Kasim Sulton. Whether it was as part of a band, in a recording session or just at venues where he has performed, please could you contact SueW@KasimInfo.com.
KASIM HAS BEEN IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS FOR OVER 25 YEARS, SURELY SOMEONE KNOWS SOMEONE WHO HAS PLAYED WITH HIM?!!!!
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