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Something’s Gonna Happen
	Kasim Sulton is currently in Australia doing promotion for Meat Loaf’s new album Couldn’t Have Said It Better which was released there last week.
It is very difficult to ascertain which events and TV shows even Meat Loaf will be appearing on, far less which will include Kasim so info about all of this visit is very sketchy! It is known however that they performed at the National Rugby League Finals last Sunday and sang two songs.
All throughout this month Meat Loaf’s concert from Mexico City is being shown on Direct TV as well as local cable stations around the US. Kasim played bass and sang background vocals at this concert, plus he is listed in the credits for producing the audio of the show.
In the past two weeks Kasim has posted on the messageboard attached to KasimInfo.com that he may possibly play a solo gig sometime in January in a club called The Dock Of The Bay on Staten Island.
Kasim also mentioned in his post that FYE stores are looking at stocking Quid Pro Quo and that he may make some in-store appearances in the New Year to promote the album! FYE already stock the album online and have stores all over the US.
In a little over two weeks Kasim starts the European leg of the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better Tour. This leg starts on 25th October in Halle, Germany and ends on 18th December in London, England. It’s known that The Darkness will be opening the German concerts but no opening act has been announced yet for the UK ones….. hopefully Kasim will pack his acoustic guitars just in case!

	Sphere Sound Records are currently offering a “buy one, get the second at half price” offer on Quid Pro Quo from now until Christmas! The link to purchase the album is on their website www.SphereSound.com.
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Tickets go on sale next Monday (13th) for all the concerts which Kasim will be performing alongside Meat Loaf with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra in February and March of next year. To date 5 cities have been announced for this extravaganza and it was announced just today that a DVD and a CD will be recorded from the first of these concerts.
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Couldn’t Have Said It Better
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In the past two weeks since the last magazine was issued Meat Loaf’s new album Couldn’t Have Said It Better was released in the US. It is currently #85 in the Billboard charts. The album was released earlier this year in several countries in Europe and it’s highest placement was #4 in the UK.
The track list is:

1.   Couldn’t Have Said It Better
2.   Did I Say That? 
3.   Why Isn't That Enough?
4.   Love You Out Loud
5.   Man Of Steel 
6.   Testify 
7.   Tear Me Down 
8.   You're Right, I Was Wrong 
9.   Because Of You 
10. Do It! 
11. Forever Young 
12. Mercury Blues 
There are also two videos contained on the CD (Couldn’t Have Said It Better and Did I Say That?) but Kasim Sulton appears in neither video.
Kasim Sulton plays bass on all of the twelve tracks, plus he sings background vocals on all but Why Isn’t That Enough? Todd Rundgren sings and arranged the background vocals on the title track.
The album is available from all good record stores, plus online stores like Amazon.com and Barnes and Noble.

Kasim Sulton receives an impressive 23 mentions on the CD liner notes!

Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days. This is an extract from an interview with Kasim on the Golden Earring website from November 2002.

Kasim, being Meat Loaf's bass player you know how it is to play at different places around the world. How do you travel to gigs?
Meat Loaf comprises only a small part of my career. I've toured extensively all over the world with many artists. Most notably Todd Rundgren & Utopia, Joan Jett, Hall & Oates, Richie Sambora, Patti Smyth and many more. Depending on where the tour is, that determines how we get from point A to point B. For instance, in the USA we usually travel by bus, as we do in Europe as well. Australia and Japan would be mostly plane tours as the distance between cities are greater. 
What's your most memorable gig? 

Probably the most memorable gig I've ever done was back to back weekends at the Knebworth Festival in England. One week was The Rolling Stones, 10 CC, Hot Tuna, Utopia and Chaz & Dave. The next weekend was Led Zeppelin, The New Barbarians and Utopia. We played to almost 100,000 people each weekend. 
Is there anything you do, to keep fit for gigs?
As far as staying fit on the road, I like to walk whenever possible, wherever possible. It's the easiest and least strenuous way to stay fit.
Could you tell us something about the rehearsals / soundchecks with Meat Loaf - the band? How would you describe the ambiance amongst the band? Will someone take the musical decisions?
I am Meat Loaf’s Musical Director. That means that most of the decisions in terms of who plays and sings what and where, will fall to me. I have a great respect for the musicians I work with and expect the same from them towards me. We don't necessarily rehearse that often, usually a few days before a tour unless the tour we're about to do is similar to the previous one, then we don't rehearse at all. We DO have a sound check before each show. That allows everyone to get familiar with the venue we're playing in and make sure the equipment is working. It's also good to 'loosen up' by doing a few songs. We might play anything at these times, just to have a little fun and break the monotony of doing the same songs night after night. 


Could you tell us something about your basses? Which one(s) do you prefer?

I have used the same Basses now for almost 20 years. I use Spector Basses (both a 5 string and a 4 string ) because they fit my personality. They sound great and I think they look good on me. I'm not a particularly big framed guy and they have a smaller body style than other Basses. Of course I do still use Fenders every so often for recording but for Live Shows, I only use Spectors.

Talking about gear, what's your stage set-up during a Meat Loaf gig? 


About 5 years ago I discovered what I think is the best Bass Amplification System available. I use Euphonic Audio amplifiers and cabinets. I used to be a SVT user but always felt that the sound could be better. Euphonic Audio makes anything else sound poor in comparison. To ME that is!

Besides your gigs with Meat Loaf, you're also a solo artist. You play the guitar as well as bass. Is there any particular instrument that you like to play most? And being solo, you perform with your own band I suppose?

I've done quite a few solo shows over the past 2 years. I've yet to have a full band on these shows choosing instead to perform as a singer / songwriter. Meaning just myself and an acoustic guitar. I do have a friend (Doug Kennedy) that joins me on stage to play a second rhythm guitar with me, but besides that, I'm all by myself. My favorite instrument to play is Piano.
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The Golden Earring website is www.Golden-Earring.nl
Heaven Help The Child

“A paper rainbow hangs in the room”
Kasim Sulton has said on stage that the initial idea for Heaven Help The Child was when he went into his eldest daughter’s room when she was about nine or ten and he looked at the paper rainbow that was hanging in her room.

Quid Pro Quo was released approximately ten years later and sometime during that period Kasim asked former Styx member and friend of Kasim, Glen Burtnik to help him complete writing the song. Subsequently Glen has also recorded a version of the song but has not released it himself. 

There are differences between Glen and Kasim’s versions of the songs as Kasim sings “Outside the window is a pale colored moon” and Glen sings “Outside the window dogs howl at the moon” and in the third verse Kasim sings “She needs someone to hold her every day” but Glen sings “She needs someone to wake her every day”. Kasim also sings the line “Somebody who will kiss her tears away” in the third verse and the line “Someone to take her hand and lead the way” in the fifth verse, whereas Glen has them the other way round.

Kasim has recorded a few versions of Heaven Help The Child – the one that made it onto Quid Pro Quo is of just him singing but a version with the sound of children playing is available to download on another website. 

Heaven Help The Child is obviously a heart-felt song written by a father. Lines like “She needs someone to hold her every day - somebody who will kiss her tears away” and “She needs someone to put the pieces back again when her little heart is broken” bring to the surface one’s feelings of protection and maternal or paternal instinct. 

The song also contains illusions to the worries that most parents must face with lines like “Someday there’ll be changes she won’t understand” and “One small angel will be growing up soon”. Especially poignant is the fact that both these lines precede the phrase “Heaven Help The Child”. 

Cleverly, so that the song isn’t too daunting, Kasim has mixed in childhood phrases like “Clutching a blanket pulled over her head, praying no monsters are under the bed” and “Chalk colored sidewalks and castles of sand, wells full of wishes and storybook plans” which conjure up everybody’s childhood whether past or present as he has captivated the stalwarts of childhood by using games that are timeless.

The music to the song itself is also simplistic which suits the mood of the lyrics – a heavily over-produced melody would make the song lose its childlike qualities. Likewise Kasim’s voice has a real warmth to it which comes across as very paternal.

Given the lyrics, this could be a very feminine song but Kasim has somehow introduced a masculine slant to the song which brings to mind that most young daughters tend to be closer to their father than their mother and look to them for protection, whether their fears are real or imaginary.

Heaven Help The Child
Music and Lyrics by Kasim Sulton / Glen Burtnik
A paper rainbow hangs in the room
Dolls on the nightstand - a bride and a groom
Outside the window is a pale colored moon
Heaven Help The Child 

Tiny fingers with nails painted red
Clutching a blanket pulled over her head
Praying no monsters are under the bed
Heaven Help The Child 

She needs someone to hold her every day
Somebody who will kiss her tears away
She needs someone to put the pieces back again
When her little heart is broken 

Chalk colored sidewalks and castles of sand
Wells full of wishes and storybook plans
Someday there’ll be changes she won’t understand
Heaven Help The Child 

She needs someone to hold her every day
Someone to take her hand and lead the way
She needs someone to put the pieces back again
When her little heart is broken 

A paper rainbow hangs in the room
Dolls on the night stand - a bride and a groom
One small angel will be growing up soon
Heaven Help The Child 

Where Is My Soul?

A while ago on KasimInfo.com I used to add Kasim’s horoscope for each day. Personally I’m not a great believer in horoscopes and I soon got fed up with (a) the site not updating as early as I needed each day and (b) the fact that each day they claimed that some dramatic event was going to happen (e.g. “today is the day that all your financial problems will come to a head”) as real life just isn’t like that. Personally I always thought that “take an umbrella out with you today” or “mind Meat Loaf doesn’t fall off the stage” would be more useful!

However, there is obviously a lot of interest worldwide in horoscopes, astrology and all unexplained premonitions so I thought that I would investigate Kasim Sulton further through the eyes of the mystics……

Kasim Sulton was born on Thursday 8th December 1955 (time not known). A (supposedly) really accurate horoscope could be purchased if the time and exact place of his birth were known but for the majority of horoscopes the above information is sufficient.

----------------------------------------

The first aspect we can examine is the day Thursday as, according to the old saying, “Thursdays child has far to go”.

----------------------------------------

Another aspect is Kasim’s positioning within his family. Kasim is the eldest of 4 children. Some first-borns will push themselves hard throughout all their lives sub-consciously trying to prove themselves to their parents as they were the “experiment” of the family. First-borns can also be headstrong as they “fight” to get things (e.g. permission to stay out late) which later siblings receive as a matter of course.

Psychologists believe that other first-borns can harbor feelings of guilt throughout their lives in case they weren’t good enough and that is why their parents chose to have more children -  “the first born is an only child until the second child comes to take away mother's attention” (The impact of this can depend on how old the first child was when the second was born and how the event was explained to them.)

Typical first-born traits are:

Characteristic Bad Feeling: Guilt 
Strategies for survival: Placating, Covering Up 
Childhood Behavior: Demanding, Show off 
Emotional Expression: Flat 
Source of Anger: Lack of Respect 
Nature of Humor: Teasing 
Means of Relating: Placating 
Relational: Fears others may be offended, Placater 
The Child Within: Abandoned 
Type of Procrastination: Dreaming instead of doing 
Careers: Business, Research, Counselling, Promotion, Speaking 
Strengths: Goal-setting, Compromise, Leadership 
Parenting: Directs children towards goals 
Marriage: Goes along with what partner wants 
As Friend: Compromising, Serving 
Social Contributions: Discoveries, Information, Dreams 
Expression of Love: Agreement 
Vehicle Driving Style: As if everyone is out to get him or her 
Common Phrase: "I don't know" 
Responds To: "You may not agree with this, but...."
----------------------------------------

Kasim is a Sagittarius which runs from 22nd November to 21st December. As Kasim was born in the middle of the sign, according to the astrologers he should be a “typical Sagittarian”. Although this does also depend on which signs were rising at the time too so the following is a generalization of the sign:

Symbol: The Archer

Element: Fire
Ruling Planet: Jupiter 

House Ruled: Ninth 

Polarity: Positive
Opposite Sign: Gemini 

Favorable Colors: Purple & Blue
Lucky Gem: Turquoise 

Key Body Part: Hips & Thighs
Basic Profile of Sagittarius:
Independent, honest, optimistic, friendly, driven, freewheeling, free spirit, good-humored, casual, forthright, philosophical, restless, un-inhibited, adventurous, intuitive,  but can be self-righteous, rebellious, irresponsible, careless, inaccurate, superficial, impulsive, outspoken, candid. 
----------------------------------------

The Chinese divide people into different astrological signs depending on the year that they were born. Under Chinese astrology Kasim Sulton is a goat.

Daydreaming all afternoon sounds heavenly to the Goat. This creative, esoteric Sign needs plenty of time alone in which to feed its Muse. Goats are generally most comfortable in their own minds (which other, more linear-thinking Signs may have trouble deciphering). This Sign makes a great craftsperson or artisan, or perhaps a teacher of New Age studies -- any occupation that allows its mind the full range of freedom. Goats tend not to be very well-organized, precluding many more dry business endeavors. In fact, Goats tend not to be very materialistic in general, finding plenty of riches in their own imagination. However, especially when in love, the Goat can be quite a lavish gift-giver.

Perhaps it's that artistic temperament that so often causes Goats to feel insecure, but the result is that these high-strung creatures need to feel loved and admired lest they start worrying incessantly. For this reason, Goats tend to have a hard time with romance; anyone who couples up with a Goat must know, this Sign has a sensitive streak a mile wide and can be subject to bouts of anxiety over seemingly inconsequential things. Goats need plenty of love, support and open reassurance from their lovers. If a relationship is marked by conflict, the Goat will often pull away -- either physically or simply by retreating into the safe haven of its imagination.

If the romance is going well, however, Goats won't hesitate to tell their partner what they need -- and they can be quite insistent about it! This Sign will definitely return the favor, however; the Goat has a luxurious side that delights in indulging a lover's every wish. Appearances are also important to the Goat, which may explain why these folks can spend hours primping and posing.

Goats would be well-served by learning to relax and let others run the show from time to time. Once they can be certain that their friends and lovers won't be gone when the Goat returns from its daydreams, life will be a field of daisies.

The outlook for the Goat for 2004 is:

The Stars promise you a year full of good surprises, especially in your career or social life. However, these very Stars can also throw some obstacles your way. Now, in order to face the year's challenges and make the most of them, you'll need to be in good form. It's therefore imperative that you give top priority to your health. A stable and balanced lifestyle, a good diet and a regular medical check-up will prove to be your best defence against health woes.

----------------------------------------

A lesser known method that the Chinese have of dividing people is by the elements. In this case, Kasim Sulton’s element is Wood.

Like the rings of a tree circle out and expand through the years, so too do those born under the Chinese Astrology Element of Wood. You Wood personalities seek chances for growth and for renewal in all you do, 'branching out' (excuse the pun!) whenever possible. Your open, expansive mind makes you a compassionate and generous friend, colleague and ally. You understand the inherent value of what you and those around you possess, and your confidence allows you to act upon your beliefs.

While your strength forms the backbone of any social group or partnership you're a part of, you could have a tendency to be a bit too systematic in your thinking, and sometimes your passivity allows others to overwhelm and inhibit you. Don't let yourself be lost in a vast forest, an anonymous tree among millions of others. Make your mark on the world -- you're especially adept at business ventures.

----------------------------------------

Another method of defining people is based on the day of the month that they were born. As Kasim was born on the 8th day of the month, he should have a special gift for business, as he can conceive and plan on a grand scale. He has good executive skills and is a good judge of values. He should try to own his own business, because he has such a strong desire to be in control. He is generally reliable when it comes to handling money and can be trusted in this regard. Idealistic by nature, he is never too busy to spend some time on worthwhile causes, especially if managerial support are needed. There is much potential for material success associated with this number. 

----------------------------------------

So far we’ve looked at both the date that Kasim was born and his positioning in the family but what about his name? There are several chains of thought that the name that you are most known by (in this case I’ve taken his first and surname) define your personality. Each letter of the alphabet is given a number. When one adds Kasim’s numbers together and divides it to the lowest number, he is a 4.

The Life Path 4 produces the most trustworthy, practical, and down-to-earth of individuals; the cornerstone members of society. The goal of this life path is learning to take orders and to carry them out with dedication and perseverance. You always demand as much from yourself as you do from others, and sometimes a lot more. You have the kind of will power that is often mistaken for sheer stubbornness. Once a decision is made, it will be followed through to the conclusion, right, wrong, or indifferent; you are very set in your ways and determined to handle things the way you are so certain that they should be handled. Your tenacity of purpose and ability to get the job done borders on obsession. 

You are an excellent organizer and planner because of your innate ability to view things in a very common sense and practical way. You are a wonderful manager with a great sense of how to get the job done.

Loyal and devoted, you make the best of your marriage, and you are a dependable business partner. Friends may be few in number, but you are very close to them and once friendships are made, they often last a lifetime. The number 4 is solidly associated with the element of earth from which it gains it strength and utter sense of reality. You are one of the most dependable people you know. If patience and determination can ever win, you are sure to achieve great success in life.

The negative side of the 4 can prove dogmatic to an excess, narrow-minded, and repressive. A lot of skin-deep people turn you off, and you lack the tact to keep your feelings from being totally clear to all around. Additionally, the negative 4 has a bad tendency to get too caught up in the daily routine of affairs and often misses the big picture and major opportunities that come along once in a while.

----------------------------------------

A similar exercise is to use the vowels in Kasim’s name to get his Soul Urge Number which is number 1.

With a Soul Urge number of 1, you want to lead and direct, to work independent of supervision, by yourself or with subordinates. You take pride in you abilities and want to be recognized for them. You may seek opportunities to display your strength and usefulness, wanting to create and originate. In your desire to manage the big picture and the main issues, you may often leave the details to others. 

  

The positive 1 Soul Urge is Ambitious and determined, a leader seeking opportunities. There is a great deal of honesty and loyalty in this character. If you possess positive 1 Soul Urge qualities, you are very attainment oriented and driven to success. You are a loyal friend and strictly fair in your business dealings. 

  

The negative side of the 1 Soul Urge must be avoided. A negative 1 is apt to dominate situations and people; the home, the spouse, the family and the business. Emotions aren't strong in this nature. If you possess an excess of 1 energy, you may, at times, be boastful and egotistic. You must avoid being too critical and impatient of trifles. The great need of the 1 Soul Urge is the development of friendliness, and a sincere interest in people. 

  

----------------------------------------

In conclusion there are numerous ideas about what define a person’s personality. Psychologists believe that upbringing and life experiences have more effect on a person than where the planets are located at the time of a person’s birth but, whatever your beliefs, I hope that this look at astrology in relation to Kasim Sulton has made for some interesting reading for you.
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Kasim Sulton’s Solo Career (part II)

This section of the magazine explores in detail the second era of Kasim Sulton’s solo career from 2000 onwards (continued from issue #7). 
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Kasim's second solo gig was on Saturday 14th April 2001 at The Bitter End in New York. Kasim has played at this venue several times over the years (most recently as part of The Ricky Byrd Trio) and is an ideal venue to play an acoustic set. One fan described it as "it was like we were all invited to a personal jam session. It’s so hard to describe. Warm and cozy is all I can think of".
Although the place wasn't sold out, there were loads of his fans in attendance (more than the previous week) and even his ex-manager had brought a couple of people along with her!

One of Kasim's friends did a brief comedy routine first (during which time Kasim could be heard warming up!) and then Kasim walked on stage at about 8.45pm and launched into his strong Don't Hold Me Back opening.
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The set was similar to the one he played the previous week but Kasim added All The Right Reasons (from The Basement Tapes) and changed the order slightly. Kasim also changed the introductions to most of the songs so it became a very different gig to the previous one. An example of Kasim's comic comments were that Kasim explained that he’d been recording in Los Angeles with Meat Loaf that week and he’d told him that he was doing a solo acoustic gig so Meat had assumed that he was playing a folk gig!! Kasim sounded horrified and that he had visions of “Peter, Paul and Kasim” and that they would be playing Puff The Magic Dragon!! 

Kasim's "special guest" for the gig was Patti Russo (from Meat Loaf's band) and she and Kasim sang Todd Rundgren's It Wouldn't Have Made Any Difference together (with Patti having to use a crib sheet for some of the words!). Kasim's encore song was John Lennon's Across The Universe.
Kasim’s Set List:
Don't Hold Me Back
Afraid Himself To Be
Before She Was Gone
Set Me Free
Just A Little Bit
Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing
It Wouldn't Have Made Any Difference
All The Right Reasons 
Across The Universe
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Kasim's next solo gig was booked for 4th May in New Jersey but first he was the guest on a 2 hour radio show....

Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Frank Ciapanna and Gina Martin for their photos in this issue.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. I am also looking for people to provide an insight into their favorite photo(s) of Kasim and why.
The next edition will be issued on Tuesday 21st October.
I’m not giving up with this! I STILL Need your help!
For a future feature on both KasimInfo.com and in this magazine, I am looking for anyone who has worked with Kasim Sulton. Whether it was as part of a band, in a recording session or just at venues where he has performed, please could you contact SueW@KasimInfo.com.
KASIM HAS BEEN IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS FOR OVER 25 YEARS, SURELY SOMEONE KNOWS SOMEONE WHO HAS PLAYED WITH HIM?!!!!
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