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Kasim’s latest CD Quid Pro Quo is available via the Sphere Sound Records website at http://www.SphereSound.com
Sphere Sound Records are currently offering a “buy one get the second at half price” special!
----------------------------
On Stage
Kasim’s concerts (all with Meat Loaf) for the next 2 weeks are:

Tuesday 23rd – China Club, New York City

Wednesday 24th – Boston, MA
Saturday 30th - PNC Bank Arts Center, Holmdel, NJ
Friday 26th – PromoWest Pavilion, Columbus, OH
Saturday 27th – DTE Energy Music Theatre, Clarkston, MI

Kasim will also be flying to Australia for a 2 song set with Meat Loaf before the National Rugby League Finals at the Olympic Stadium in Sydney in front of 85,000 which is also being televised.
http://www.KasimInfo.com/2003 has links to venues and ticketing. Tickets are still available for all the concerts. 

	Welcome to the Kasim Sulton Magazine (by KasimInfo.com). The magazine is issued every other week to all members of the Yahoo Kasim Sulton mailing list who have signed up for the magazine.

The idea of the magazine is that it will be a fully printable (and therefore permanent) record containing news, photos, reviews, articles, interviews and so on. If you would like to contribute anything to future copies please send them to SueW@KasimInfo.com
----------------------------
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Editorial / Intro

In the two and a half weeks since the last magazine was issued, Kasim Sulton has played his opening set at as many concerts as he has for the whole of the rest of the tour! Hopefully this trend will continue!
 

As I write this we have the confusing situation coming up where Meat Loaf (and therefore Kasim) are booked to play concerts in both Columbus and Cleveland at exactly the same time this coming Friday evening! Tonight and tomorrow they are also booked to play "intimate concerts" for competition winners of radio stations in New York and Boston respectively. 
 

Today Meat Loaf's new album Couldn't Have Said It Better is released in US. As we know, Kasim sings background vocals and plays bass on most of the tracks. Kasim believes deeply in the strength of the album but sadly it's a belief that has not been backed up by the actions of most of the record labels that it has been released on around the world.
 

In this magazine to keep the interest of both the readers and myself, I like to occasionally add an extra article on a subject that is slightly to a slant of Kasim’s normal musical career, for example in Issue 5 there was that article on Kasim items on E-Bay. In this issue there is an article about how Kasim has raised money for charity throughout his career. 

A new series that will be starting in this issue is called Stories which is where fans choose one of their favorite photos of Kasim and explain what it means to them. I've chosen one of my favorite photos in this issue but if you would like to contribute, please send it to SueW@KasimInfo.com. (If the normal apathy ensures, I will be doing some arm twisting on people!)
 

Also in this issue is part two of the detailed review of Kasim's Solo Career. If you remember, it's a series that started in Issue One but I've had so much to put into each issue of the magazine that this is the first opportunity I've had to continue it!
 

One of the hardest parts of compiling this magazine each two weeks is trying to fit it all into 14 pages! As more and more people are receiving this magazine (and hopefully printing it out too) I like to keep it at no more than 14 pages in order to save the rainforests! It's for that reason that in this issue I've omitted both the Essay and the Photos (although there are photos of Kasim throughout the magazine).
 

By the time that Issue #8 is issued (on 7th October) Kasim will have flown out to Australia....at least he'll have something to read on the flight!
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My Year
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Just A Little Bit
Unfortunately Kasim is not (yet) a big enough star in his own right to be a big name draw for charities but through people he has worked with and through Quid Pro Quo, he has helped to raise a lot of money for a number of charities. 

As anybody who knows me will know that I’ve only been a fan of Kasim’s for about 10 years and it is difficult to find out much anything prior to when the Internet came into use so the first part of this article is rather sketchy but the latter part is more detailed. (I even spoke to someone who was at one of the shows and he can’t remember much about it!)
On 16th February 1979 Kasim Sulton played a concert as part of Utopia in aid of the Indochinese Refugees (also known as “the boat people”) at the Palladium in New York City. This concert was recorded but very little appears to be known nowadays about this show in respect of the charity and attendance numbers. (Todd Rundgren had played a solo show at the same venue for the same charity the previous year.)
On 21st April 1990 Kasim Sulton played 2 twenty minute sets with Hall and Oates for Earth Day. The first was at Liberty Park, NJ and the second was in Central Park, Manhattan. Again my research effects yielded little info.
On Thursday 17th November 1994 Kasim Sulton played a concert as part of Meat Loaf’s band in aid of The Prince’s Trust at The Royal Albert Hall in London, England. This was the first concert of the British leg of the Everything Louder Tour in the latter part of 1994.  

The proceeds for this concert went to The Prince’s Trust and raised a lot of money as the tickets were double the price of the concerts on the rest of the tour and the venue was almost full. The guest of honour that evening was Prince Charles and there were several VIPs and other musicians in the audience (including Rick Parfitt of Status Quo who sat a few seats away from me!). The evening started with a string quartet playing Meat Loaf’s music until Prince Charles arrived when they played part of the British National Anthem. A group of clowns then took the stage and squirted certain audience members with water before Meat Loaf and the band launched themselves onto the stage.

It was at this concert that the photo on KasimSulton.com of Kasim Sulton shaking hands with Prince Charles was taken.
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The Prince’s Trust “helps young people, who would not otherwise have the opportunity, to succeed. It is the UK’s leading charity for young people, enabling 14-30 year olds to develop confidence and skills, get into work and start their own businesses. It particularly focuses on those who are unemployed, under-skilled, within or leaving the criminal justice system or leaving care. Above all, The Prince's Trust aims to enable young people to get life working, turning untapped potential into success.”

The Prince’s Trust was set up in 1976 and since then has supported almost half a million young people including helping 74,000 to improve their skills and job chances through their volunteers personal development programme, 56,000 people to set up their own business, over 188,000 through grants to individuals, young people’s organisations and community projects and over 147,000 through school-based programmes. 

The Prince’s Trust has over 10,000 volunteers and 800 staff and aims to raise £52 million ($75 million) over this financial year in order to help 33,000 more. Money is raised by corporate sponsorship, donations and high profile events like this Meat Loaf concert. 
During the 1994 Christmas period on British television there was a programme about The Prince’s Trust which included a clip of one of Meat Loaf’s concerts in Sheffield later on that tour but no mention was made of that at the concert itself. The following year Meat Loaf was invited to a special Prince’s Trust Banquet in Windsor by way of thanks.

Nine years later Kasim played (alongside Meat Loaf again) at Party In The Park which was also in aid of The Price’s Trust. Party In The Park is an annual one day music event which is held in Hyde Park in London in front of 100,000 screaming fans! The event usually features 20 or so different music acts and is televised. The event this year is estimated to have raised £3.5million ($4.75 million) from the ticket sales alone!
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A charity which Kasim himself has been closely associated with recently is Kids Against Cancer. A percentage of the proceeds from the sales of Quid Pro Quo have been donated to the charity. Also the recent E-Bay auction for The Little Theatre show poster donated the majority of the $150 bid to KAC.

Kids Against Cancer was set up in 1983 by Michael Grillo who himself suffered from cancer. While he was being treated at the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center he would often visit the children’s wards. His intention then and the organization’s aim now is to provide treatment for children with cancer in a setting that is more like home and less like a hospital, working on the principal that happier and more relaxed patients respond better to treatment.

KAC hold a number of fundraising events each year (their next one is a golf tournament on 1st October on Staten Island) and the website accepts donations.

------------------------
On Wednesday 9th October 2001 Kasim Sulton played a gig at the Bloomfield Avenue Cafe and Stage in Montclair, NJ in aid of  The Community Food Bank of New Jersey, Project Hospitality of Staten Island and the New York City Food Bank. Those agencies help feed and clothe the area's neediest. Admission for the gig was $10 plus fans were encouraged to donate non-perishable food items and/or clothing. 

This gig came under the umbrella of The 1 of 52 Artist Hunger Network which is an organization that Kasim joined a few months earlier.  The 1 of 52 Artist Hunger Network is a grassroots organization of local and national artists whose goal is to help end hunger in America. The artists are organized in a unique program that unites 52 artists in each state, each artist representing one week of the year, who agree to take action annually. By this method, the artists are utilizing their talent to create ongoing, cumulative actions - in a 'Musical Movement' - to help end hunger. 

In a press release at that time Kasim is quoted as saying "Most people only remember charities during the holidays but people are in need all year round, which is why we're holding this benefit in October. I want to give back to the community where I grew up (Staten Island) so a portion of the food and clothing donations collected will go directly to Project Hospitality. They opened the first soup kitchen and overnight emergency shelter on Staten Island, and serve more than 5,000 people of our community annually who are low-income, homeless, or infected with HIV." 

Unfortunately, due to there being little promotion, this gig was one of the worse attended gigs of Kasim’s recent solo career so not as much money was raised as could have been if it was properly organized. There was also the problem on the night that nothing had been arranged in regards to collecting the food and clothing but thankfully that was later rectified. Hopefully Kasim’s future fund-raising events for this program will be more successful.
Useful website addresses:

Prince’s Trust – www.princes-trust.org.uk
Kids Against Cancer - www.kidsagainstcancer.org
The 1 of 52 Artist Hunger Network – www.members.aol.com/hungerzero
Community Food Bank of New Jersey - www.njfoodbank.org 
Project Hospitality - www.projecthospitality.org 
New York City Food Bank - www.foodforsurvival.org
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Kasim Sulton’s Solo Career (part II)

This section of the magazine explores in detail the second era of Kasim Sulton’s solo career from 2000 onwards (continued from issue #1). 
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Saturday 7th April 2001  - the day that Kasim Sulton fans had been waiting fifteen years for finally dawned. The center of the Universe for them that evening was Arlene Grocery at 95 Stanton Street, NYC. 

Kasim walked on stage at about 8.15pm with no announcement and re-launched his live solo career with the words “Hello everybody. It's taken a little while...... but I finally made it." 
He then burst into Don’t Hold Me Back with his voice sounding stronger than a lot of the fans in the audience expected! That evening Kasim played a shorter set than became the norm over the next eighteen months as he only sang Don't Hold Me Back, the Jason Falkner (Jellyfish) song Afraid Himself To Be, Before She Was Gone, Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing, Utopia’s Set Me Free, Just A Little Bit and John Lennon’s Across The Universe. His encore was Todd Rundgren’s It Wouldn't Have Made Any Difference. 
Each song was greeted with loads of applause and cheers from the fans (even members of the next band due on stage were wildly applauding him!) but when Kasim finally left the stage, after the initial applause, the room was strangely silent, presumably as the fans tried to take in what they had just witnessed.

In the following days some reviews appeared on KasimInfo.com and on the messageboard that used to be attached to KasimSulton.com. Amongst the reviews, the comments included:

“What a show!!! He treated us to a perfect combination of songs..... some from the past, some from the present.... and even a few from the future that have yet to be released.” 

“I've gotta say, one of the most enjoyable things (for me, at least) was having the chance to see Kasim's beautiful personality shine through during the performance.“

“Yes, he has the gift of gab, yes he had the crowd eating out of his hand. We all knew he had the talent, but now we know he has the charisma as well. It was a great show.”

“This is where he belongs. In the spotlight, sharing his own music with the world. To think last night was the first 'solo' show he's ever performed is nothing short of amazing. He was just so natural.” 

“I knew that I’d enjoy the show but I just never expected that he’d be THAT good and that I’d enjoy the show THAT much!!”

“Kasim’s talk between the tracks was just awesome. Although I’ve admired him as a musician for ages and I’ve always found him very personable off stage, I wasn’t sure how that would come across to an audience. I needn’t have worried though as Kasim came across as genuine and friendly as ever.”

“It was a long wait for this amazing gig, but it was well worth the wait! Thank goodness we only have seven days to wait until the next Kasim gig!”

That same week another solo gig was announced for Kasim - at the York Street Cafe, Cincinnati, Ohio on Thursday 14th June but first there was Kasim’s second solo gig to anticipate, however, in a message that Kasim sent to his mailing list he mentioned that someone else would be joining him on stage at his second gig!

“Home tomorrow just in time for my second solo show in N.Y.C. Last weeks went so well I'm sure this Saturday will a bit more relaxed on my side of the stage. I was hoping to add a new song to this weeks show but because of the travel time and work schedule, it wasn't in the cards. Instead, I opted to have a 'Special Guest' join me on stage for a song. No...... not him. You'll just have to wait and see/hear who it is. I'm happy to say that there are more shows coming up with others in the planning stages. It's looking good though guys. I know I only have one show under my belt right now, but it just feels so right to be doing this now, no matter what hurdle is thrown in my way. “ 

Also at that time, he posted the following message on both KasimSulton.com and KasimInfo.com:

“Hi Everyone, 
It's early Thursday morning here in Los Angeles. I just finished the second day of recording sessions for a new Meat Loaf CD. The new material that we've been working on sounds great and I'm sure all the M.L. fans will be delighted to hear what is promising to be both a cutting edge yet traditional Meat Loaf CD. 
We've cut four tracks so far. Two with Meat Loaf producing, and two with producer Peter Mokran. Both myself and Tom Brislin are playing on these tracks along with Kenny Aronoff on drums. Kenny is not only the most 'in demand' drummer on the planet, he is also the funniest. He has us in stitches with stories about everyone he's worked with. I wish I could describe the stuff we've been doing in more detail but I'm sworn to secrecy about it so..... patience is a virtue. I'm sure no one will be disappointed with this CD. 
On to a subject to which I can speak of....... Me! I was so pleased with last weeks show that I'm actually impatient to get home and perform on Saturday. To be honest, it had been so long since I played more than one or two songs by myself in front of an audience I was prepared to have to change some things about the show after the first one. I was met with such warmth and love, that the performance became an extension of the audience. So this Saturday should be interesting. I think I'll be a little more relaxed. I'm just as anticipatory as I was for the first show but slightly less nervous. It's funny, I can play in front of 150,000 people, as I did with Utopia one year in England, but put me in a room with 70 and I'm a wreck! Hmmm, intimacy problems? All the armchair psychologists can have a field day with that one. I just want everyone to smile. 
So having said all this, I hope to see you all at the upcoming shows. I LOVE this. 
Kasim”

The excitement was mounting again…..!
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days.
This article appeared in The Grand Rapids Press in Michigan on Sunday 16th June 2002.

Sideman's happy serving alongside star Meat Loaf
 By Troy Reimink
 

Kasim Sulton is perfectly happy as a second fiddle. 

"There are a certain amount of trappings that come with being a really big mega pop star that are not really desirable at this point in my life," said Sulton, who plays bass and sings backup for Meat Loaf. "I don't want to be the next 'N Sync or date Britney Spears," Sulton joked during a phone interview from his Staten Island, N.Y. home. "But it would be nice to sell a few hundred thousand more records!" 

Sulton, in addition to performing with Meat Loaf, is preparing to release his second solo album, "Quid Pro Quo," this summer. While he doesn't expect the album, his first solo effort in nearly 20 years, to top the charts, his involvement with major acts has made him one of the most coveted sidemen in the business. 

Sulton played bass and contributed vocals to Meat Loaf's 1977 smash "Bat Out of Hell," one of the most successful albums ever, having sold almost 50 million copies. He also returned to perform on the album's sequel, 1993's "Bat Out of Hell II -- Back Into Hell." 

His resume reads like a rock history lesson, having performed with Todd Rundgren, Mick Jagger, Bon Jovi, Hall &Oates, Joan Jett (as an official member of The Blackhearts) and Cheap Trick. 

Somewhere along the way, he found time to write and record his own music. Acoustic guitar in hand, he will open Thursday's show at Mount Pleasant's Soaring Eagle Casino, in addition to performing with the flamboyant rock star. 

The mid-Michigan date is just the second stop on Mr. Loaf's tour, which begins Wednesday in Orillia, Ontario. The tour continues through July before Meat and the gang head to Europe for some more dates. Rehearsals for the tour begin today. "The last time we performed in the States was 1999 with the (VH1) Storytellers Tour," Sulton said. "That show was basically a real audience-interactive thing. We relied on the audience to shape the show. We had to know roughly 120 songs and be able to play them on the spot. "This tour is much more of a sit-down-and-enjoy-yourself typical Meat Loaf show. He gives 200 percent whenever he steps on stage." 

Kasim will start the show with a 20- to 30-minute solo acoustic set. Patti Russo will follow with another solo set before both performers join Meat for the main course. 

Sulton said the response to his solo work has been favorable, which is what encouraged him to record "Quid Pro Quo," which he hopes will be released in August. "When I started doing (solo) shows, they went so well, it was all the more reason to get some more product out there." 
Whether he achieves solo stardom or remains a respected sideman, Sulton is content with his life in the music business.  "I certainly am happy with my career. Would I like more? Sure. Am I OK with what I have? Sure. I just do what I do and hope someone gets some enjoyment out of it." 
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Stories
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This is one of my favourite photos of Kasim - admittedly I have about 10 favourites! I was talking to a friend recently about photography and what makes a great photo and for me these 10 or so are more about the emotion or time that they were taken rather than the pictures themselves.

This photo was taken on 3rd November 2001 (by me) in a square in Antwerp, Belgium during the Night Of The Proms Tour.

Although I really enjoyed the concerts, for me personally that tour was rather a disaster! Most weeks I spent 5 days at the concerts and on the two off days I would drive overnight (straight after the concert) back home and work for two days. On my way home from the second trip to Belgium my car broke down and cost about $1,500 to repair. The next week I flew in and the airline went bankrupt while I was out there and I had real problems getting a flight home! The following week I ran out of petrol on a freeway. The recovery truck would have cost $150 to take me the 10km to the next garage so, as there was a garage across the freeway, he advised me to cross this six lane 70mph road and get my own! It took me about 10 minutes to find a safe enough gap in the traffic! Another week my car was broken into! All throughout the trip, the manager that I had appointed at work during my absence rang me with the most inane questions. And so on!

In fact, on the day that this photo was taken, Anne Filmer (who used to run the UK Meat Loaf Fan Club) and I planned to go out on a boat trip in Antwerp. When we found the harbour we discovered that all the boat trips had stopped about a month earlier! In the end we wandered around the riverfront and then decided to go back to the hotel early.

On the way back Anne wanted to wander around some shops. I really didn’t want to but she persuaded me to find a car park in which to leave my car and we set off exploring the old town part of Antwerp. We were just walking down a street when we saw an alley that lead to a square so we wandered into it.

As we meandered along, I heard a busker singing and I just remember thinking to myself that he had a good voice (I’m sure that a real fan of Kasim’s should have been able to have recognised his voice straight away but not me!). I next realised that he was singing Ticket To Ride which is a song that Kasim used to sing in his sets and I started looking around for the busker.

When I located him, I realised that it WAS Kasim! Then I started thinking that it couldn’t have been Kasim as this guy was busking! I even asked Anne if it was Kasim! As we moved closer there were some young girls standing there watching him so he sang Happy Birthday to them. He later sang Before She Was Gone and Across The Universe. 

As I’ve explained, we weren’t planning to be in that square that day and it transpires that originally Kasim planned to get to the square an hour earlier than he did so all in all, it seems incredible to me that I did get to see Kasim busking!

That’s why this is one of my favourite photos of Kasim. If you have a favourite photo that means something special to you and would like to share it, please send it to the address on the front page of the magazine.
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Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! Many thanks to Frank Ciapanna and Gary “Goat” Goveia for their photos in this issue.

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. I am also looking for people to provide an insight into their favorite photo(s) of Kasim and why.
The next edition will be issued on Tuesday 7th October.
I’m not giving up with this! I STILL Need your help!
For a future feature on both KasimInfo.com and in this magazine, I am looking for anyone who has worked with Kasim Sulton. Whether it was as part of a band, in a recording session or just at venues where he has performed, please could you contact SueW@KasimInfo.com.
KASIM HAS BEEN IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS FOR OVER 25 YEARS, SURELY SOMEONE KNOWS SOMEONE WHO HAS PLAYED WITH HIM?!!!!

[image: image11.jpg]



PAGE  
14

