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Kasim’s latest CD Quid Pro Quo is available via the Sphere Sound Records website at http://www.SphereSound.com
----------------------------
Latest News
Kasim’s concerts (all with Meat Loaf) until the next edition are:

Saturday 6th - Borgata, Atlantic City, NJ

Sunday 7th - Wolf Trap, Vienna, VA

Sunday 14th - Kansas State Fair, Hutchinson, KS

Tuesday 16th - Walker Arena, Muskegon, MI

Thursday 18th - Soaring Eagle Casino, Mt. Pleasant, MI

Friday 19th - Tower City Amphitheatre, Cleveland, OH

It is possible that Kasim may play his short opening set at all of these concerts! 
http://www.KasimInfo.com/2003 has links to venues and ticketing. Tickets are still available for all these concerts.
	Welcome to the sixth Kasim Sulton Magazine (by KasimInfo.com). The magazine is usually issued every other week to all members of the Yahoo Kasim Sulton mailing list who have signed up to receive it.

The idea of the magazine is that it will be a fully printable (and therefore permanent) record containing news, photos, reviews, articles, interviews and so on. If you would like to contribute anything to future copies please send them to SueW@KasimInfo.com
----------------------------
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Kasim Sulton’s official website is KasimSulton.com.


Editorial / Intro

It seems incredible to me that it’s a year since Quid Pro Quo was released! I remember that night staying up until 5.00am my time until the link became live to order the album! In hindsight it didn’t actually get me the album any earlier than if I had just got up late the next morning and ordered it as I’m sure that they didn’t ship any out that evening! It was only a couple of days later that the first fan reviews (Frank Ciapanna was the first) started appearing on Kasim’s messageboard saying how good they thought the album was and then my copy arrived just a couple of days after that. 

To celebrate the first anniversary, this magazine is a Quid Pro Quo Special, plus Sphere Sound Records have arrange a couple of special things too. One of them is the “buy one copy of Quid Pro Quo and get the second at half price” offer and the other is an auction for their final copy of the Kasim Sulton Rochester gig poster. Full details of both are available on KasimInfo.com.

The past 10 days have been relatively quiet for Kasim publicly as Meat Loaf has only played 4 concerts. Kasim opened at the one in Jones Beach and Cliché made a first appearance in his opening set. The shows were also quite local so Kasim has been able to spend time at home. Kasim also held an online chat and has been doing some work on the mixing of the Mexico concert which he now believes will be shown on Direct TV.

The biggest news these past 10 days was that Quid Pro Quo was named by Kweevak.com as one of the Top 50 CDs of the Year! Back in April you’ll remember that it was named as the Viewers Choice Award Winner on the site for receiving the most number of votes by fans and there can be little doubt that this was a deciding factor in it also being listed in the Top 50 as when the album was released it created hardly a ripple on the site with it not being made Album Of The Month and the review hardly being overly enthusiastic. Certainly those of us who each voted 100 times or more during the month of February should feel proud of our contribution in helping Quid Pro Quo to win the two awards.

Talking about Kweevak.com they have also posted on their site a version of the interview that I conducted with Kasim back in July and they’ve made a very professional job of the layout. The interview leads off with a question about his award and they have links to different Kasim sites alongside the article.
One thing I was asked recently was whether Kasim receives a copy of this magazine. The answer is that yes he certainly does! 

Enough from me! Time for you all to relax and read this bumper edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine! I usually have problems keeping it to just 14 pages so this time I gave in to temptation and made it as long as it needed to be! With an album like Quid Pro Quo to cover in full I didn’t really have any choice, did I?!!
A fan's comment about Quid Pro Quo
Wow! I'm relistening in depth to Quid Pro Quo and "The One Sure Thing" using headphones and hear all these new great things with clarity. From sway of the stereo acoustic guitars to the excitable bass coming in with energy and punch to the organ (ala Crowded House) before each chorus. The spirit of the vocals is matched by the music and really is as close to a perfect arrangement as I've heard in quite some time. 

Marc Israel 
Quid Pro Quo – The Timeline
The first mention anywhere on the Internet of Kasim releasing another solo album dates back to 1996. The album was expected to be released in 1997. 

Due to heavy touring and recording commitments, Kasim was unable to devote much time to his solo career until September 2000. 

On 5th November 2000 the world had it’s first chance to hear any of Quid Pro Quo when clips from two tracks (Before She Was Gone and Over For Now) were added to KasimInfo.com. 

Due to problems with his management and another heavy schedule of touring, the expected 2001 release of Kasim’s album did not happen but instead was arranged for February 2002. However, just before the start of his Have Guitar, Will Travel Tour Kasim entered into negotiations with a record company (Scott Van Dusen’s Sphere Sound Records of Rochester, NY) to release the album through them rather than totally independently so the release was again delayed. 

On 21st March Quid Pro Quo was given the catalogue number CD 109 by Sphere Sound Records. 

On 20th April it was announced that Ron Brancato will be designing the cover of Quid Pro Quo. 
On 9th May 2002, Scott Van Dusen’s Sphere Sound Records of Rochester, NY issued a press release citing June as the expected release date.
Sadly, on 4th June Sphere Sound Records released a statement to say that “due to legal protocol and licensing issues” the release would have to be delayed until August 2002. 

At an online chat on 14th July Kasim announced that copies of Quid Pro Quo will be available to purchase at the Meat Loaf gigs in late August and early September. 

On 17th August a promotional appearance at The House Of Guitars in Rochester, NY on 4th September was announced for Kasim.

On 18th August, TicketWeb advertised Kasim’s gig at The Abbey Pub in Chicago on 20th October as the “CD Release Show”. 

In an online chat on 18th August, Kasim announced that the release date of Quid Pro Quo would be Wednesday 4th September 2002.

On Saturday 24th August at noon the cover of Quid Pro Quo was revealed simultaneously on KasimSulton.com, SphereSound.com and KasimInfo.com.

At midnight on 4th September 2002 the link to purchase Quid Pro Quo went live!

Unfortunately due to Meat Loaf’s illness the concert in Rochester, NY was cancelled and so too was Kasim’s promotional appearance at The House Of Guitars.

From Friday 20th September until Saturday 2nd November Kasim played 9 gigs to promote Quid Pro Quo. He was also interviewed by a few radio stations and in December made appearances at 4 Borders stores.
In October an advert was placed in Goldmine Magazine for Quid Pro Quo.

On 14th December the first critic’s review of Quid Pro Quo appeared online at Harmody.com. Part of the review was "Fans of what passes for pop songs nowadays should give this a listen to see how pop music should be done."
In January 2003 appearances at 2 more Borders stores were cancelled and in February 2 more promotional gigs were cancelled (due to Meat Loaf commitments). 3 more radio interviews that month went ahead.

On 8th February 2003 RawFeedOnline.com posted their review of Quid Pro Quo and it included the comment “Not only is it well produced; the songs themselves are a remarkable and infectious combination of rock, pop and adult contemporary. The songwriting is by far one of the strong points of this CD. They are well crafted, uplifting, spiritual, and definitely written from the heart.”
In March an advert was placed in Ice Magazine for Quid Pro Quo.

On 12th March ClassicRockRevisited.com posted an uncomplimentary review of Quid Pro Quo.
On 25th March the RawFeedOnline.com review was revamped slightly and posted on 411Mania.com.
On 3rd July Kasim gave his in-depth interview about Quid Pro Quo to KasimInfo.com. Extracts of this interview were subsequently posted on Harmody.com, Panhandle.co.uk and Kweevak.com.

On 28th July Buzzine.com posted a favorable review of Quid Pro Quo.

On 4th September 2003 Sphere Sound Records announced a special 2 for 1 offer on Quid Pro Quo.
A fan's view of Quid Pro Quo
"Heaven Help The Child" is the most beautiful sort of lullaby I have heard in a long long time, I am fortunate enough to have heard it in it's beginning stage from February of last year. Your gonna love it, Kas sounds like an angel. 

"Sacrifice" is a triumphant song, wonderful melody I can't seem to get outta my head. but "Heaven Help The Child " is also that way, the chorus is the killer, and if you have children it will mean soo much more to you.

Dorren (Splithorn)
Quid Pro Quo – The Tracks

Sacrifice (Kasim Sulton)
Before She Was Gone (Kasim Sulton)
The One Sure Thing (Kasim Sulton)

We The People (Kasim Sulton / George R. Merrill / Shannon A. Rubicam)

Where Is My Soul (Neil Mullane Apra Finn / Tim Apra Finn)
Heaven Help The Child (Kasim Sulton / Glen Burtnik)
Over For Now (Kasim Sulton)

Don’t Hold Me Back (Kasim Sulton)

Remember (Harry Edward Nilsson)

	Goodbye (Kasim Sulton)



	Kasim Sulton Limited Edition
Solo Compact Disc "Quid Pro Quo"
ready for
September 4, 2002
release on Sphere Sound Records 

Rochester NY's Sphere Sound Records, Inc is proud to announce the release of Quid Pro Quo by Kasim Sulton
His second solo recording will launch in North America in conjunction with the Meat Loaf tour stop, on 09/04 at the Auditorium Center, Rochester, NY
Kasim Sulton will be opening the show. 

Sulton, the veteran singer/songwriter, musical director for Meat Loaf, bassist/vocalist for Todd Rundgren's Utopia and coveted session musician, is finally emerging from the studio. 

"Sphere Sound has an amazing history to it, and I am proud to be a part of it" - Kasim Sulton 

Sphere Sound Records, the historic recording label,known for its limited edition and sonic quality releases, will be retailing Kasim Sulton's Quid Pro Quo exclusively at the secure site:http://www.SphereSound.com.
Quid Pro Quo will also be available at Meat Loaf concerts and Kasim Sulton solo dates.


Quid Pro Quo – The Cover

Kasim had several photo shoots (both in Europe and in US) for the cover of Quid Pro Quo. For various reasons he was not 100% happy with the photos so some of them were sent to Ron Brancato who created a collage effect for the cover. Ron is known as designing CD covers to match the mood of the album so his original idea of giving the cover a more red look soon made way for the blue coloring that is the final product.
Kasim Sulton was quoted as saying “I'm really happy with the 'mood' of the cover. It's really interesting, very concept oriented and there's a lot to look at. The graphic designer who is working on it, Ron Brancotto is extremely talented with a great eye for color and style." 
The photos on the inside of the cover are a lovely mixture of Kasim’s own family photos and ones from his career. The dedication is to members of his family.
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Quid Pro Quo Quote:
Quid Pro Quo verifies what a terrific songwriter and original performer Sulton is. Before She Was Gone is an exemplary ballad that, in a just world, would dominate adult alternative radio

Rick Koster
New London Day newspaper
We The People

A couple of days ago I posted to both my site and to a messageboard asking people for their opinion or view of the song We The People or to just write a quick paragraph of what the song means to them. Typically of Kasim’s fanbase or maybe of just people in general, I only received one reply! Thankfully as I’m a magpie of all things Kasim, I’ve collected a lot of quotes from fans over the past year about the track so I’ve been able to proceed with this article.
Gary of Harmody.com described the song as “"We The People," co-written with George Merrill and Shannon Rubicam from overlooked '80's band Boy Meets Girl starts out as a piano based, patriotic ballad before bursting into this huge chorus. Maybe it's just me, but I can close my eyes and see this song being used for a big production number on some '70's variety show (and I don't mean that in a bad way)with dancers coming down huge staircases doing leg kicks.” However Kasim has said on stage several times that the song was originally written for Meat Loaf “so it had to be pompous, it had to be long and it had to have a lot of stuff in it!”. Certainly all the tempo changes in the song and the way it builds from a quiet introduction into a loud chorus is the perfect template for a Meat Loaf song.
In fact, although it doesn’t come across as a feminine song, the lyrics were mainly written by Shannon Rubicam and Kasim has said that he didn’t have much to do with the lyrics themselves.
As Quid Pro Quo was released exactly one week before the first anniversary of the events of 9/11 a lot of fans have aligned We The People with the loss of innocence that America suffered that day and that was reawakened on the anniversary. Some of the quotes below emphasise that fact. 
In his interview with me Kasim described the song as “When I first heard the song, I think it was September 2000 (a year before 9/11) and we were going into the election. We were trying to write a song for Meat Loaf so they sent me the idea and I kinda finished it and then sent them back what I heard for the song. That was when Bush and Gore started getting into the fighting match for Florida and then we thought “oh my God - this is so perfect. We’ve got to get this song out!” except that I think that by that point Meat had already heard it and turned it down. But we just never managed to get the right people interested….so it ended up on my record!”
My personal take on the song is slightly different. Although I can understand how people associate the song with the feelings of 9/11, I originally heard the song back in November 2001 when I was given a demo of it. Unfortunately Kasim wasn’t singing on the demo so it was VERY difficult to make out the words and I must admit that I usually used to skip that track! It was only when received my copy of Quid Pro Quo with Kasim singing on it that I could fully understand all the words and appreciate the song!

“Only thing I can say about this is:  PLEASE PLAY IT LIVE SOMETIME! “
Jules – Mirror Of The Soul Website

“We The People REALLY grew on me. It was written for Meat Loaf, so the first time I heard it, it just sounded like a Meat Loaf song but that's the one that's been in my head all day.”
“We the People - Hard to believe it was written before the terrorist attacks, since it speaks to the feelings and emotions we all seem to have about our country. But then again, that makes it all the more poignant that two such gifted songwriters were able to sum up the feelings of people everywhere (as there’s nothing inherently American about the song except our interpretation following 9-11). “Life is beautiful and blessed… maybe fortune chose to smile on us… We the People are every woman, child, and man Living out the true romance of We the People Learning how to do the dance of We the People. ” - thanks for the reminder to dance, Kasim. And Doug Kennedy’s guitar work - wow. I’ve only heard him play acoustic with Kasim before. What a gift he has…”
““We The People” is obviously a patriotic tune (see title) about the great experiment that is America. The tumultuous musical change is reminiscent of Peter Gabriel’s’ “Family Snapshot” and is a remarkably powerful and explosive representation of how most of us reacted on 9/11 and of how violated we all sadly felt.”
“We The People is a great song "celebrate because we believe in these innocent wings". It's a great feel good about us song.”
Quid Pro Quo Review
The One Sure Thing:
This is how my parents have taught me to love, by setting an example for my brother and myself through their words and actions. 35 years later, after multiple moves and periods of separation with the military and fights, they’re still together. I played this song for them over lunch one Sunday. They both had tears in their eyes as I explained why I thought it was telling their story. We all need to find that One Sure Thing.

Laura England
We The People
(Kasim Sulton / George R. Merrill / Shannon A. Rubicam)

When I was new, when I was younger than I am
Too young to understand how free and lucky
How sweet and slow the minutes pass
I was fully convinced that it all would last until forever 

Life fills up the glass like you’re beautiful and blessed
And if you’re awake enough you wonder
Is this privilege or is it chance
Or maybe fortune chose to smile on us
We the People 

And we party ‘cause we’re free
And celebrate ‘cause we believe in these innocent wings 

Bought with sweat and blood and love and
Bought with sweat and blood and love and
Pinned upon the shoulders of We The People
We The People are
Every woman, child and man living out the true romance of We The People
Learning how to do the dance of We the People
We the People believe 

Take me back, give me everything I had
Just for one day I want to feel that way again
I want to hold you close with innocence
So I can feel it burning in my soul - tender glory 

We just wanted to be free
And celebrate ‘cause we believe in these innocent wings 

Bought with sweat and blood and love and
Bought with sweat and blood and love and
Pinned upon the shoulders of We The People
We The People are
Every woman, child and man living out the true romance of We The People
Learning how to do the dance of We the People
We the People believe 

Now I know how easily it’s lost - I want to remember
And I know it’s all I ever want - I want it forever 

And we party ‘cause we’re free
And celebrate ‘cause we believe in these innocent wings 

Bought with sweat and blood and love and
Bought with sweat and blood and love and
Pinned upon the shoulders of We The People
We The People are
Every woman, child and man living out the true romance of We The People
Learning how to do the dance of We the People
We the People believe 

Quid Pro Quo – The Reviews

To date there have only really been 4 critic’s reviews of the album posted online. Probably breaking every copyright law there is, all the reviews have been copied below:
Harmody.com (12/14/02) – review by Gary
Rated 80/100

Kasim Sulton releases albums about as often as Boston or Def Leppard, but at least he has a good excuse. He's constantly on the road or working in the studio on everybody's albums but his own. His new album Quid Pro Quo is technically his first release since 1982's self titled album, if you don't count 1986's Price/Sulton album he did with Tommy Price and the collection of demos called The Basement Tapes which came out in 1993. 

Sulton's resume reads like a who's who of pop/rock acts, but he is primarily recognized as a member of Utopia with Todd Rundgren. The apple doesn't fall far from the tree here as Quid Pro Quo is a collection of infectious pop songs with a lot of similarities to Rundgren's poppier work. Kasim played all the instruments on the album except for some guitar parts on one track and wrote or co-wrote 8 of the albums 10 tracks.

Opening track "Sacrifice" gives the listener a good idea of what they are in for. A simple 4 minute pop song with a great melody, catchy chorus and introspective lyrics, sung in Sulton's clear and crisp vocal style. The next track, "Before She Was Gone" is a candidate for best song on the album. Just another simple mid-tempo melody, with a nice piano line. The lyrics and vocal delivery really make this song. I can see an acoustic version of this going over well in concert.

My favorite song on the album though is "Over For Now." A slice of pure pop, with a doo-wop cadence, this also features Kasim's best vocal performance. Utopia-ish layered background vocals and a tasty guitar solo towards the end really make this a classic Kasim song. This song could be a huge hit for Cliff Richard. In fact, it reminds me a lot of a more up tempo version of his hit "Daddy's Home." Unfortunately, both Cliff and Kasim won't get much airtime on US radio anymore.

The album gets a little eclectic also. A cover of the Finn Brothers (Crowded House) "Where Is My Soul" comes out of left field with it's piano flourish's and string parts. I prefer this version over the Finn's any day. He also covers Harry Nilsson's "Remember" which people might remember from the You've Got Mail soundtrack. Kasim does a great version here, sounding a lot like Paul McCartney in some parts. Closing track "Goodbye" also shows some Beatle's influence, with a sitar part in the middle.

"We The People," co-written with George Merrill and Shannon Rubicam from overlooked '80's band Boy Meets Girl starts out as a piano based, patriotic ballad before bursting into this huge chorus. Maybe it's just me, but I can close my eyes and see this song being used for a big production number on some '70's variety show (and I don't mean that in a bad way)with dancers coming down huge staircases doing leg kicks. "Heaven Help The Child," co-written with Glen Burtnik is a nice ballad. Another great hook is augmented by piano and keyboards. 

The cd also contains a hidden bonus track at the 5:25 mark of Track 10. A real upbeat song that could easily fit on some of the later Utopia albums. The inside of the cd booklet is kind of cool also with pictures of Kasim as a baby through present day. Also, some memorabilia is scattered among the pictures including a Utopia publicity shot, Kasim's Musicians' Union card from 1978 (with last name misspelled) and a Utopia ticket stub printed on that old, rainbow colored Ticketron paper (and a ticket in the first row center for only $11!). 

Fans of Kasim's work with Utopia, Rundgren and Meatloaf will love this album. The melodic songs and vocal style will be easily recognizable. The production is very good, and while Sulton's voice sometimes gets a little thin while reaching for the high notes, he generally sounds great. Fans of what passes for pop songs nowadays should give this a listen to see how pop music should be done.
ClassicRockRevisited.com (03/12/03) – review by Ron Bozich
It's all Kasim Sulton (Utopia) on Quid Pro Quo. A production of ten shoot from the hip pop songs. This version of Kasim and this his second solo effort is all easy listening. It's a peanut butter and jelly sandwich with a tall glass of milk type stuff. Nothing here to make you want to turn the volume knob up and step on the gas. It's all sugar and spice and everything nice and for those who crave a nice mellow ride well... here it is! Kasim keeps this whole CD at a gentle pace and not one song really has a hook worthy of a head-bob or toe-tap. This really is very mellow pop music and somewhere out there is an audience for it. 

RawFeedOnline.com (02/08/03) – review by Jodes
Rated 8/10
Kasim Sulton has pretty much done it all in his 25+ years in the music business. He’s been a highly coveted sideman for artists such as Meatloaf, Joan Jett, Hall & Oates, Todd Rundgren’s Utopia, Patty Smyth, Mick Jagger, Glen Burtnik, and Celine Dion just to name a few. Not only is he a talented bassist, keyboardist, and singer, but is an accomplished producer as well. As a music columnist once joked: “Without Kasim, it’s just possible that the 70’s would have been bassless”. 

With his latest release “Quid Pro Quo” brings Kasim out into the spotlight with this impressive sophomore effort from Sphere Sound Records.


Not only is it well produced; the songs themselves are a remarkable and infectious combination of rock, pop and adult contemporary. The songwriting is by far one of the strong points of this CD. They are well crafted, uplifting, spiritual, and definitely written from the heart. The other impressive fact is that Kasim himself plays almost all the instruments on each of the tracks. 

The CD kicks off with “Sacrifice”, a catchy, ear-pleasing song with a great opening riff and “sing-along” chorus. The lyrics are very thoughtful and definitely insightful, something that is definitely missing in today’s “version” of pop music. Up next is “Before She Was Gone” a mid-tempo track that plays out well with a bare bones arrangement. It’s definitely a track that will keep its integrity and message whether it’s played with a full band or acoustically. 

“The One Sure Thing” is another catchy, melodic slice of pop rock with a hint of Beatles thrown in for good measure. If this song had been released in the mid 80’s, it would have been a sure fire hit. Although this is 2003, it is still a very radio friendly song, and I could definitely hear it on Adult Contemporary or Easy Listening stations. 

“We The People” which Kasim co-wrote with two members of 80’s band “Boy Meets Girl”, (Although being a child of the 80’s, I can’t seem to remember anything they did) starts with a Bruce Hornsby sounding piano intro, then shades of Sir Paul McCartney can be heard in the first verse before it kicks into a very Asia flavored chorus. Its patriotic message resonates throughout and its combination of musical styles definitely makes it one of the stronger songs on the CD. It’s one that would definitely get the crowd going if played live. 

“Where Is My Soul” is a cover of the Finn brothers (Crowded House, Split Enz). Although I’ve not heard the original, Kasim’s cover definitely sounds like Crowded House and he pulls it off more or less. The chorus does unfortunately get tiresome and the song doesn’t really fit in with the rest of the CD, especially after the previous song. 
But a good attempt nonetheless. 

Thankfully the CD picks up again with “Heaven Help The Child”. It is hands down my favorite track on this CD. Co-written by singer-songwriter and current Styx member Glen Burtnik, “Heaven” is a gentle, heartfelt ballad, with powerful, tear-jerking lyrics. The highlight is definitely the combination of piano, flute and string sections all beautifully arranged. 

Another standout song is the “Doo-Wop” flavored “Over For Now”. Kasim really gives it his all while singing this one. The harmonies are outstanding and the musicianship is top notch. This is the most infectious song on the CD, and one of my new favorites. If you are a Huey Lewis, Billy Joel or Jackson Browne fan, you’d instantly fall in love with this song. 

“Don’t Hold Me Back” gives the listener a small sample of how he sounds live. If this song is any indication, he’s one that definitely should not be missed. This song is as stripped down as one can get, it’s just Kasim and his guitar. Even unplugged he dishes up another serving of well crafted and well written pop rock. 

“Remember” is another cover, this with Kasim covering Harry Nilsson (Without You). Again, not one of the best tracks on the CD, but better than the original. It’s only my opinion, but Kasim should stick with own material, but I give him credit for covering artists that aren’t really in the mainstream. 

“Goodbye” is another mid tempo track that flows rather nicely, with the drums and guitar work reminiscent of Tom Petty and Don Henley. Also, the addition of the sitar adds a rather unexpected but yet pleasant surprise to the song. 

Speaking of surprises, one can be found at 5:25 of Track 10, the “bonus” song, “Love Reunion”. Another catchy, uplifting, toe tapping, sing along, Beatles influenced little number. It is a great way to end off the album. 

“Quid Pro Quo” is definitely a CD that will grow on you very quickly. If you are a fan of Todd Rundgren, Meatloaf, Paul McCartney, or Dennis Deyoung’s solo material, this is definitely one for your collection. You’ll love this CD. Although the cover songs are the weakest ones on this album, “Quid Pro Quo’s” nine other songs are simply well written, nicely polished, melodic pop at it’s finest. The producers of American Idol and all of those bubble-gum, flavor of the month acts should purchase this CD to be shown what a true artist can produce from his heart.
Buzzine.com (07/28/03) – review by Jim LaForest

Quid Pro Quo, winner of Kweevak.com “2003 Viewer’s Choice Award” is a tasty mix of artistic expression with meaningful lyrics and infectious hooks. This is a very dynamic self-produced record with strong emotion and a great feel. Kasim has put incredible writing, both lyrically and musically, together with an awesome production and performance. The recording covers enough of the music spectrum to offer a flavor for just about everyone. You’ll experience a wide variety of selections from a live acoustic/vocal performance “Don’t Hold Me Back”, a patriotic high energy ballad “We the People” (written pre-9/11), some doo-wop in “Over For Now”, a bit of semi-progressive, to full-on mainstream rock/pop with “Sacrifice” and “The One Sure Thing” and others. I found myself letting all the songs play through completely without skipping to the next track. This even surprised me since most CDs nowadays put me in search mode for the few tracks that may warrant a full listen the first time. 

The title of the album alone says a lot…Quid Pro Quo: basically means “I give you something, and you give me a little something in return”. You give Kasim (or the record company) a little something, you get a lot in return, and then some more (like the Utopia-ish bonus track). This is typical of the whole album where you will find Kasim’s lyrics finding a fit within your own life, where the lyrics have “meaning with melody”. If you are, ever have been, or might become, a fan of Todd Rundgren, Utopia, Meat Loaf, and/or the Beatles, you will surely find this CD taking many spins under the laser. It is a bit a of a shame that Kasim’s work has not yet made the mainstream, because more than one track could make the charts if played on the air. Tracks 3 and 10, “the One Sure Thing” and “Goodbye”, are two that are definitely worthy of commercial play. Don’t be surprised if someday one or more of these tracks become part of a soundtrack for a major motion picture. 

Kasim Sulton, a brief introduction:
If by chance you don’t recognize Kasim by his name, you would surely recognize his contributions to Rock/pop in the past few decades. He is respected the world over for his work with other artists including Todd Rundgren and Utopia, Meat Loaf, Joan Jett, Hall & Oates, Patti Smith, Patty Smyth, Mick Jagger, Richie Sambora of Bon Jovi, and Celine Dion, to name just a few. His level of involvement has ranged from playing bass, keyboards, and/or guitar, to adding vocal harmonies, singing lead, contributing as a songwriter, to producing entire albums, as he did with the Meat Loaf VH-1 Storytellers CD, released in 1999. There is little Kasim has not done in his 25+ years in the music industry. 

Kasim is currently touring with Meat Loaf supporting Meat’s new record “Couldn’t Have Said It Better” (USA single release 8/15/03, album in September). Kasim plays bass, sings backing vocals, and is Meat Loaf’s Music Director. Kasim also opens the show, with a short set of his own stuff, when Cyndi Lauper does not. I saw the show last year as a non-Meat fan, but was converted by Meat Loaf’s sheer entertainment value and the talent/tightness of the band. Kasim says the show is possibly the best that Mr. Loaf has put together in years (and incidentally may be his last World tour). I suggest you check it out, no matter what your food group preference, because you will be entertained, to say the least. 

For additional information regarding Kasim Sulton and Quid Pro Quo, got to: kasimsulton.com and/or kasiminfo.com 

The Quid Pro Quo CD can be purchased online at SphereSound OR at any upcoming Kasim Sulton performances, including all Meat Loaf shows. 

note: The tracks “Where Is My Soul” and “Remember” are covers but all production, performance, and engineering was performed by Kasim Sulton. Additional instrumentation was performed by Jordan Berliant (electric rhythm guitar on “We The People”) and Doug Kennedy (lead guitar on “We The People”). 

One more thing… A portion of the proceeds from this CD will be donated to Kids Against Cancer. This is a cool thing!

Quid Pro Quo – The Players

Quid Pro Quo is undoubtedly a Kasim Sulton album but others have made a contribution to getting it released too. 

Inside the cover Kasim thanks a number of music people for their bases, amplifiers, advice on recording and so on. 
It also says “All instruments and vocals by Kasim except Electric rhythm guitar on We The People by Jordan Berliant and Lead Guitar on We The People by Doug Kennedy” and “Executive Producer Scott R. Van Dusen”.
I’ve been able to find out little about Jordan Berliant but I have managed to discover more about Doug Kennedy and Scott Van Dusen.
Doug Kennedy

33 year old Doug Kennedy has played at several of Kasim's solo gigs and was delighted to be asked to play on the track We The People on Quid Pro Quo as he describes himself as a big Utopia / Kasim fan.

 

Doug first became a fan back in 1984 when he heard the song Crybaby 
and immediately ran out and bought Utopia's Oblivion album! To this day it's still his favorite album and he clearly recalls his first ever meeting with Kasim "I first met him at a Price/Sulton show at The Lone Star Cafe' in NYC. It was 1987 and my friends and I drove three hours from our college in central PA to see the show. I remember seeing Kas hanging out before he went on. I walked up to him and told him I thought he was great and to have a great show. I probably used the word "great " about a dozen times! Hey, I'm  a big fan.....!"

 

Doug hadn't managed to see any of Kasim's solo gigs before he played with him in Philadelphia in 2001 but he had seen him over the years with Utopia, Todd Rundgren, Joan Jett, and Hall and Oates.

 

Doug describes his contribution to Quid Pro Quo as "Kas graciously invited me to play on a song entitled "We The People".  It was co-written by Kasim and Boy Meets Girl.  It's a beautiful, soaring, uplifting song which I can see as a real showcase piece on the CD. It's a very uplifting song that shifts from different moods and textures in a dreamy sort of way that reminds me of the type of arrangements Utopia was so good at."

 

As well as being an expert guitar player, Doug also plays bass, keyboards and drums. He started playing guitar at the age of 12. Aside from some cover bands in high school and college, Doug's first and only significant band was The Greenhouse (formed in 1989) which in 1994 turned into The Isle Of Q. Doug co-founded the band in 1989 with two college friends and the three of them stuck together (with 6 different drummers along the way!) until December 2002 when their lead vocalist David Ringler left the band. The Isle Of Q have since played a number of acoustic shows while they are auditioning singers. Doug now also works for Sony Records.

 

Doug's Recording Credits:

The Greenhouse- Demos 1990 (Independent release)
The Badlees- Diamonds In The Coal 1991 (Right-Off Records) 
Isle Of Q - 1994 (Basement Records)
Isle Of Q- 2000 (Universal Records)
Kasim Sulton, Quid Pro Quo- 2002 (Sphere Sound Records)

Scott Van Dusen
Scott Van Dusen studied at Rochester Institute Of Technology, Ithaca 
College, and holds a Bachelor of Arts from St John Fisher College, 
Rochester, NY. Perhaps best known as the former Rochester, NY, veteran WCMF Radio personality, Scott Van Dusen has forged a music industry career that spans almost three decades.

Working as an independent promoter, producer and engineer, Van Dusen resurrected the defunct 1960's rhythm and blues label, Sphere Sound® Records in 1999.


Sphere Sound Records, which included such legendary releases as “The 
Sky Is Crying”, by Elmore James, and the self titled “Lightnin' Hopkins”, is now home to the critically acclaimed “Tyler, Texas Session” by the late, great, Louisiana bluesman, John Campbell. 

In Fall 2002, Sphere Sound Records released Quid Pro Quo, by Kasim Sulton.  “Releasing Kasim Sulton's solo recording was a great achievement”, “I consider Sulton to be one of the unsung heroes in the music world, and his musical prowess is inspiring”... “He is one of the finest vocalists I have ever heard”...

In 2004, Van Dusen plans to launch Gold and Rose® Records, a subsidiary of Sphere Sound Records... “Don't ask me what's coming next...I have to take it one project at a time, that way I can devote the love and attention the recording will need...”

Sphere Sound Records is also a field recording company, which is Van Dusen's passion. “The symphony of life is all around us, and we take for granted so many of the beautiful sounds”...

Scott Van Dusen resides with his wife Rosary, in Upstate NY and he has been a NY Football Giants fan since 1966, and is also a NY Knickerbockers season ticket holder...

Sometimes controversial, sometimes amusing, sometimes sycophantic, sometimes critical but  always a topic of conversation......this is the (subjective) series of essays about Kasim Sulton.
 

The Kasim Sulton Essay
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One year on, has Quid Pro Quo been a success or a failure? 

My own personal opinion is that it hasn’t been the success that I had hoped it would be. 
One year on and Kasim is still playing second fiddle (well bass!) to Meat Loaf and isn’t a successful recording star / songwriter in his own right. Of course some Meat Loaf fans reading this will disagree with me and feel that playing with Meat Loaf should be counted as the pinnacle of his career but I know that Kasim deserves and is worthy of far more than that.

Of course there are different degrees of success and failure….

Before the album was released, a friend said that she thought he’d be lucky if he sold 50 copies! I know he has sold far more than that. (I’ve even sold more than that myself at gigs!)

Before the album was released, Kasim set himself a target that he hoped it would sell. I’m not revealing the number but to me it seemed a bit on the low side. It’s only Kasim and the record company that know how many have actually been sold but Kasim did say in one chat that he was “disappointed” with the sales at that point (I think that this was earlier this year). 

Whatever the sales of the album, I don’t think you can ever sell too many but personally I think the album hasn’t been promoted well enough on a number of fronts. 

Reviews

Personally I’ve been very disappointed at how few critics’ reviews there have been of the album. As I state at the bottom of each of these essays, I am only an accountant so I don’t know if having loads of reviews does actually help the album sales or not but certainly it looks good in a press kit and gives one more choice of quotes.

To date there have been only 5 reviews posted online. Of those one was uncomplimentary and another was basically just a rehash of a previous review by the same person. In comparison the Pushing Red Buttons CD which was only released on 1st May this year has been reviewed on 22 sites.

As I said before, I’m not sure if there is a direct correlation between reviews and album sales or whether they have opted for quality over quantity in regards to album reviews for Quid Pro Quo but personally I like reading about Kasim and his album (both bad and good) so I would have preferred to have seen more reviews.

Advertising

I run my own business so I know how expensive advertising is. Other than for product awareness (good for a household product but not suitable for an album), it’s pointless spending thousands of dollars promoting a product if you’re only going to sell £100 worth of the unit. Advertising is good but only if your ROI (Return On Investment) is more than the initial outlay.

Sphere Sound Records placed adverts in both Goldmine and Ice magazine. I don’t know how many sales the adverts produced but I do know that “my contacts” in the music business all said that their choices of magazines for the adverts were good ones.

Sphere Sound also had a radio advert on their site. When I asked where and when it was going to be aired I was told that it would be to certain stations in key areas. I don’t recall anyone posting that they ever heard the advert and I must admit that I haven’t asked Sphere since where it was actually aired but I do know (from personal experience in business) that radio is VERY expensive. 

For the right product radio can produce high ROIs but the key is hitting the right market at the right time and repeatedly so that consumers become used to hearing the advert and intrigued enough to buy it. A print advert like the Goldmine one can list all of Kasim’s bio but nothing will sell the album like hearing it which can best be achieved by a radio advert. 

(My personal opinion about the Quid Pro Quo advert was that they didn’t chose the best songs for the advert and that it was too long but possibly in America the advert length has to be 30 seconds – in Britain most adverts are only 20 seconds in length.)

Once again I don’t know how many sales the adverts produced (or even if it was ever played) but certainly Scott Van Dusen’s radio adverts for Kasim’s gig at The Little Theatre in Rochester, NY in August 2001 was very effective as that show was packed! 

The third option for advertising is Internet advertising. I don’t think that Sphere Sound Records have paid for any banner advertising on other sites but certainly they have used the existing websites and E-Bay well. 

When I first heard that Kasim’s record company would be using E-Bay to sell more copies of Quid Pro Quo, I was very sceptical but in fact it appears to have been quite a success. My original opinion is that surely people would go to KasimSulton.com or a Todd mailing list and discover that Kasim has released a new solo album and buy it via those links but most times Sphere have held Dutch auctions of 5 or more copies with the highest bidder winning a signed copy of the album and for the majority of these at least one (if not more) copies have been sold, sometimes for as much as $21! 

Another way that I think that sales may have been increased would have been to have made better use of MP3.com. Kasim already has a section of the site set up for him. The only song listed there is “I Wanna Be Who I Am” which has received 160 plays in the past 2 years or so but that song is hardly representative of his music in the 21st century. As Sacrifice is freely available to download off KasimInfo.com, KasimSulton.com and SphereSound.com, wouldn’t it be a good idea to add it to the play list at MP3.com too?

Live Shows

For anybody who has read my site (KasimInfo.com) it’s no secret that my main complaint for about 95% of Kasim’s solo gigs was that they were VERY badly promoted and consequently there were low audience numbers.

This was emphasised even more to me for the 8 gigs (unlike Kasim, I’m counting the Van Dyke show as one!) to promote Quid Pro Quo. I attended all these gigs and for me Kasim was playing the best sets of his recent solo career and yet, through no fault of his own, he was pulling the lowest audiences numbers!

Most artists when they release a new CD will have one big CD Release Party or alternatively maybe two or three in certain key areas.  For Quid Pro Quo only The Abbey Pub in Chicago listed the gig as a “CD Release” gig although the posters at all or most of the gigs showed that. 

For most music journalists a CD Release gig is a big event (an extra angle for an article) and is well worth interviewing or even re-interviewing an artist but very few articles were obtained for Kasim for this round of shows. 

Of course low ticket sales means less people at the venue who could buy the album so this lack of promotion must have hit Kasim’s pocket and Quid Pro Quo album sales very hard for these shows. 

Kasim has also been playing short opening sets at the Meat Loaf concerts and copies of Quid Pro Quo have been available at the venues. Again we don’t know how many copies of the album have been sold at these shows but certainly somebody posted in a review during the Winter Meat Loaf concerts that the most CDs he had sold at any concert (at that point) was only 12. This year Kasim has only opened the show on 3 occasions to date so it seems likely that the sales will have been lower.

The other point is to consider is about how much of a success or a failure was Quid Pro Quo aside from financially? Someone said to me recently that surely it’s better to sell 100 copies of an album to people that really appreciate the music than to sell 1,000 copies just for financial gain. The accountant in me would have to disagree with that point but I would concede that having something bigger emerge from the album would be really great for Kasim and his career.

What about the future?

Currently Sphere Sound Records are selling their remaining stock of albums at a “buy one get the second at half price” discount. All along Sphere Sound have said that they have a limited stock of the album and that the current format with Love Reunion as a “hidden” track and the current artwork will not be repeated once this quota has been sold.

It’s possible that Kasim could find another record company to issue a different edition of the album or maybe even issue it himself as other bands do. There are sometimes comments that re-issuing an album with just a different cover or maybe one extra song is ripping off fans but fans do frequently want all the different versions of an album and nowadays this is becoming an acceptable selling point. For example look at Meat Loaf’s album Couldn’t Have Said It Better which is being brought out all over the world but with different color album covers (and in some cases additional tracks or videos).

Whatever Kasim decides there are obviously still sales of the existing album to be made and the interest that the album creates may well be quite decisive in Kasim’s decision about what to do in the future.
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Over For Now…..
Hopefully you have enjoyed this sixth edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine – the Quid Pro Quo Special!

If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. The next edition will be issued on Tuesday 22nd September.
I’m not giving up with this! I STILL Need your help!

For a future feature on both KasimInfo.com and in this magazine, I am looking for anyone who has worked with Kasim Sulton. Whether it was as part of a band, in a recording session or just at venues where he has performed, please could you contact SueW@KasimInfo.com.

KASIM HAS BEEN IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS FOR OVER 25 YEARS, SURELY SOMEONE KNOWS SOMEONE WHO HAS PLAYED WITH HIM?!!!!
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