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Kasim’s latest CD Quid Pro Quo is available via the Sphere Sound Records website at http://www.SphereSound.com

----------------------------
On Stage
Kasim’s concerts (all with Meat Loaf) for the next 2 weeks are:

Wednesday 27th - Jones Beach Theater, Wantagh, NY

Friday 29th - Champlain Valley Exposition, Essex Junction, VT

Saturday 30th - PNC Bank Arts Center, Holmdel, NJ
Wednesday 3rd - Mohegan Sun Casino, Uncasville, CT

Unfortunately the only concert that Kasim could possibly open is the one in Wantagh, NY.
http://www.KasimInfo.com/2003 has links to venues and ticketing. Tickets are still available for all the concerts. 

	Welcome to the Kasim Sulton Magazine (by KasimInfo.com). The magazine is issued every other week to all members of the Yahoo Kasim Sulton mailing list who have signed up for the magazine.

The idea of the magazine is that it will be a fully printable (and therefore permanent) record containing news, photos, reviews, articles, interviews and so on. If you would like to contribute anything to future copies please send them to SueW@KasimInfo.com
----------------------------
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Editorial / Intro

When I first became a fan of Kasim (in the early 90s) and heard about Kasim’s solo albums I tried SO hard to get hold of a copy of any of them! I knew that “Kasim” was released on EMI so I wrote several letters to their London and New York offices asking how to purchase one or if it was a deleted item – I never received a single reply! I went to my local library and found the telephone numbers of about 50 record stores in the New York area and rang them all from UK (at great expense!) asking if they stocked the albums….other than being constantly told what a “lovely accent” I had, none of them had them!

That’s why I was so amazed when Meat Loaf told me (a bit of name-dropping there!) about E-Bay and how you could buy out of print records and memorabilia on the site!

Nowadays most weeks I’ll check E-Bay to see which Kasim Sulton related items are available so I thought that I’d do a brief article on which items you may see on the site and how much you can typically expect to pay for them. (Pages 6 - 9)

For the majority of the past two weeks, Kasim and the band have been off the road after completing the first leg of the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour. They started the second leg on Saturday so let’s hope that this section of the tour will go ahead as planned.

I’ve taken the break in the tour to have a mini vacation myself from updating KasimInfo.com as often as I usually do (however it still has been updated about 15 times!). Thankfully KasimSulton.com has been updated several times, most noticeably with a professional looking photo gallery that has a great sort feature too. Possibly to compliment the professional look, it appears that unfortunately most of the fans’ photos have been removed from the site (but the majority of them are available on KasimInfo.com anyway).
 

Versions of the interview I had with Kasim were recently added to both Harmody.com and the UK site Panhandle.co.uk. I was very aware when I put the interview onto KasimInfo.com that although my site usually has over 1,000 hits a day, it would only reach a very small audience (of the “already converted”!) so I hoped that by getting extracts from the interview added to other music sites, it would increase the reach. There was also an advert / interview by the makers of Soundscape of Kasim posted last week at Sydec.be too.

The other big event these past two weeks has been the release of the new old Utopia DVD: Live in Columbus 1980. More details about this release are on pages 10 and 11 of this magazine.

It’s hard to believe that it’s almost a year since Quid Pro Quo was released! To celebrate that event, the next edition of this magazine will be a bumper sized copy and will be issued five days early on Thursday 4th September. 
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My Year
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews, articles or reviews from earlier days.
On Saturday 30th September 2000 Kasim Sulton played a gig as part of Sister Mitchell at the Go Girls Music Fest 2000. This is a reproduction of a flyer which was used to promote the gig:
	GoGirlsMusic.com, VAMusic411.com & USGIGTV.net are proud to present the 

GoGirlsMusicFest2000

to benefit the Equinox Domestic
Violence Programs

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 30th at Valentine's 
(17 New Scotland Ave. Albany, NY)

6 fantastic local and regional bands including:: Iridesense, Wake Up Jonny, Ariana Daner, Regan, Jenny Bruce and Central NY's hottest band,
SISTER MITCHELL

will be headlining this high profile event with world reknowned 
producer/musician/recording artist, KASIM SULTON! Known for his continuing 
work with other legendary artists such as Meatloaf and Todd Rundgren (Utopia), to 
name a few, Kasim will be performing bass guitar for this impressive, up and 
coming band! 

~ Doors open at 4:00 pm, 1st performance at 5pm ~
3 DAY/2 NIGHT ACCOMMODATIONS GIVEAWAY AT THE END OF THE NIGHT! 

Tickets: $10
Available at the door, at all Ticketmaster locations or by 
calling Ticketmaster at 315-472-0700. 

Attention NY bands! Call 315-858-5730 for a chance to obtain
FREE International exposure with USGIGTV! 




This is an excerpt from a press release about the GoGirlsMusicFest2000 that featured Kasim Sulton playing with Sister Mitchell:-
"The September 30th GoGirlsFest2000 is an opportunity for NY State bands to see USGIGTV in action while they film performances and interview each artist, to be aired on USGIGTV at a later date. Attending the event will also give artists top priority when submitting their press kits for consideration of future USGIGTV events (press kits must include a demo CD/tape with at least 3 original songs). Last, but not least, they will be supporting a great cause. A portion of the proceeds from the Albany fest will benefit the Equinox Domestic Violence Programs in Albany, NY. "Benefiting Charities Locally, Rocking Nationally!" is the motto of the annual tour. Ticket holders will enjoy a day of talented entertainment beginning at 5:00 p.m. Saturday, September 30th and will continue until closing (doors open at 4pm. and close at 4am.) The line up will consist of 6 local and regional bands including, Wake Up Jonny, Iridesense, Regan, Ariana Daner, Jenny Bruce and headlining act, Sister Mitchell, who’s bassist will be world reknowned, Kasim Sulton. With his worldwide fan base and outstanding accomplishments, one may know this producer/musician/recording artist, from his work with other legendary artists such as Meatloaf, Utopia and Todd Rundgren, to name a few. At the end of the night, one lucky ticket holder will be awarded a 3 day/2 night accommodations package for 2, donated by www.time2join.bigsmart.com, the Internet’s fastest growing shopping mall. (Must be present to win.)"

[image: image4.jpg]



Kasim Sulton playing with Sister Mitchell
Kasim Sulton on E-Bay
There are often lots of bargains to be had on E-Bay (and other auction sites) and frequently unexpected Kasim Sulton items are placed too. This article will cover some of items available.
Kasim
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One of the more frequent Kasim Sulton related items available on E-Bay is his first solo album “Kasim” which was released on the EMI label back in the early 1980s.  Copies are available usually on either vinyl or cassette and sometimes the Japanese version of the album is placed too. The price varies considerably but recently copies of both formats were sold for a mere $5.99 with only one bid on each.
Lights On
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This is an album that isn’t so frequently available as “Kasim” but still turns up sometimes – several times I’ve seen it as part of a bulk purchase (amongst maybe 20 1980’s albums). I’ve seen this album for as little as $3.99 but it also one famously sold for $51!
The Basement Tapes
[image: image8.jpg]



Although I’ve seen The Basement Tapes on E-Bay maybe once or twice, it certainly is a rare event if it is placed.  I don’t know the figures but possibly not many copies of the CD were sold or possibly those of us that paid out $49.99 for the CD in 1998 are holding tight to our copies! Even rarer still on E-Bay is the original The Bassment Tapes cassette. As copies of both of these occur so infrequently, I’m not even sure of the ending bid prices! 
Quid Pro Quo
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Quid Pro Quo is one of the more frequent placed Kasim related items on E-Bay.  The fast majority of the copies are placed by Sphere Sound Records themselves (partly as a cheap yet effective way of advertising the album) and the price then is always $16 (including post and packing) in a Dutch auction. Often however they will offer a signed copy of the album for the highest bidder so sometimes copies have been sold for as much as $21. (Sphere Sound also always include a nice blurb about Kasim and three great photos of him!) 
Occasionally other people will place copies of Quid Pro Quo onto E-Bay too. Auctions selling off promo copies are very quickly removed but recent copies of the album have only reached about the $6 mark – although it is a bargain for the purchaser, personally I find it a bit insulting to Kasim!
Other Albums
A search on “Kasim Sulton” (or “Kasim Sultan”) will produce auctions for a number of other albums too. Depending on whether the sellers list all the musicians Kasim can be listed on albums by several different artists, the most frequent being Utopia / Todd Rundgren albums, and Meat Loaf ones. Other albums frequently listed are “TRB II” by the Tom Robinson Band, “Safety Love” by David Drew and “Tall Stores” by Johnny Hates Jazz, plus the two Glen Burtnik albums. 
The only officially released DVD currently ever listed is “Allnighter” starring Susannah Hoffs  but often videos taped from the television of “Todd Rundgren Power Trio Power Lunch RARE” are listed….so rare that I’ve seen at least 20 copies of it!
Guitar Pics
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Guitar pics are another good earner on E-Bay. They are usually thrown into the audience at most concerts by Kasim (other than at his solo shows!) and then placed on E-Bay for up to $14.99! Sometimes they will be placed as a set (e.g. combined with a Meat Loaf pic) or often they will be single ones. 
The most common (and therefore least valuable) Kasim guitar pic is the mauve Meat Loaf one (shown above) with “Meat Loaf” printed on one side and Kasim’s signature on the other.  Lesser seen (and therefore more valuable) are the Tikki and Change Of Seasons pics (shown below).
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Guitars
A couple of years ago Kasim himself put one of his guitars up for auction on E-Bay. Although this was a private auction, a disgruntled ex-employee of his ensured that it was soon made public knowledge. This had the advantage that the bidding went higher than originally was anticipated (although this may or may not have been helped by some of Kasim’s fans too!). Later however there were rumors that the buyer never completed the sale.
Last December an auction by Sphere Sound Records for a copy of Quid Pro Quo allowed the person with the highest bid to also win a Kasim Sulton Autographed 2002 Jet Black Bison Bass Guitar which was worth $799 (pictured below)! The winning bid was $510.
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Other Items
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Other Kasim Sulton related items are occasionally available for auction on E-Bay. Sometimes (but not often) Kasim T-shirts are placed like the one above which is from his first ever solo tour back in the ‘80s and was snatched up by an eager fan (me!) for only $7.99! However to date I’ve never spotted T-shirts for either Kasim’s “Solo Acoustic” nor his “Have Guitar, Will Travel” tours. 
Other items that can quite often be found are Utopia posters or tour books (usually around the $10 - $20 price range) or even Meat Loaf tour books. Signed copies usually obtain higher prices than unsigned ones but one recent auction for a Utopia vinyl SINGLE that was signed by 3 out of the 4 members not surprisingly failed to reach its $30 reserve price!
Utopia Live in Columbus Ohio 1980
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Released recently on Sanctuary Records this long awaited DVD contains the following tracks:
1. The Road to Utopia
2. Back on the Street
3. Caravan
4. The Very Last Time
5. Set Me Free
6. Love of the Common Man
7. Gangrene
8. The Last Ride
9. Trapped
10. Love In Action
11. Rock Love
12. The Sands of Arrakis
13. Love Alone
14. Don't Hold Me Back
15. You Make Me Crazy
16. Maybe Tonight
17. It Wouldn't Have Made Any Difference
18. Medley - Hello It's Me
19. Medley - Can We Still Be Friends
20. Bag Lady
21. Cliche
22. Overure/Communion With The Sun
23. The Seven Rays
24. Singing and the Class Guitar
25. Initiation
26. Utopia
27. Couldn't You Just Tell Me
28. Love Is The Answer
29. Just One Victory
There is also a 30 minute interview with Todd included which was recorded earlier this year. 

The description of the album is:

 “Recorded live in 1980, this live set from Todd Rundgren and Utopia is largely culled from the albums "Adventures in Utopia," "Oops! Wrong Planet," "Hermit of Mink Hollow," "Back to the Bars," "Something/Anything," "A Wizard, A True Star," and "RA." In total 29 songs are featured, displaying the band's awesome power.
Utopia, comprised of Roger Powell (keyboards, vocals), Kasim Sultan (bass, vocals) John "Willie" Wilcox (drums, vocals), and Todd Rundgren (guitar, vocals), perform a blistering concert, encompassing three sets of material from different stages in their career. The first set draws heavily from the 1980 album Adventures in Utopia, and the proceeding 1977 Utopia album Oops! Wrong Planet. In the same set, Todd performs a live rendition of the emotional rock anthem ballad, The Last Ride, which originally appeared on the 1974 self-titled solo album, Todd. Also included is a live rendition of Love of the Common Man (which originally appeared on Todd's 1976 solo album, Faithful). 

The second set kicks off with the high energy Utopia rock anthem, Rock Love, while the rest of the set kicks off with more songs from Adventures In Utopia, as well as memorable songs from Todd's solo albums - Hermit Of Mink Hollow, the double live album Back To The Bars. The set also includes a superb medley comprising It Wouldn't Have Made Any Difference (from the Something/Anything? album), Can We Still Be Friends (from Hermit album) and the hit single Hello It's Me (Something/Anything?). Roger Powell performs Sands of Arrakis, while Kasim Sulton contributes Don't Hold Me Back. 

The third set features music from Todd's cornerstone albums Something/Anything? and A Wizard, A True Star, plus songs from Utopia's Egyptological prog-metal-pop concept album RA, and Adventures in Utopia. The DVD reaches its grand finale with stunning live renditions of the power ballad Love is the Answer (from the Oops! Wrong Planet album) and the crowd pleaser Just One Victory (which appeared 30 years ago as the closing live track, recorded in Central Park, New York City, on 1973's A Wizard, A True Star).”

Although there have been some complaints about the quality of the DVD, several fans have especially remarked on Kasim’s “stonking” guitar playing on the DVD!
The DVD is available online at Amazon.com, CDUniverse.com and TRBazaar.com as well as in some stores. The DVD will play in all regions.
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Photos!
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Sometimes controversial, sometimes amusing, sometimes sycophantic, sometimes critical but  always a topic of conversation......this is the (subjective) series of essays about Kasim Sulton.
 

The Kasim Sulton Essay
[image: image26.jpg]



Kasim’s Solo Opening Sets
As I write this it’s been a disappointing start to the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour as far as Kasim’s solo sets have been concerned. From what should have been 24 concerts into the tour, they actually only played 18 and Kasim has only opened at two of those! 

Admittedly Cyndi Lauper opened at a lot of the concerts but there have also been several excuses (um, reasons!) why Kasim hasn’t opened at the others from having to keep the concert short to catch a flight to horse races over-running to no reasons being given! 

As I’ve mentioned before, on the two occasions that Kasim has opened, nobody who posts regularly on the Internet attended in order to report on his set! We do know that he opened on Tuesday 15th July in Atlanta, GA and on Sunday 20th July in Prior Lake, MN (at this venue Kasim was only told that he was opening as he was getting ready to go on stage!) and that at both he played Don’t Hold Me Back, Before She Was Gone and Sacrifice. 

Last year on both the Summer and Winter “Friends” tours Kasim opened more often. Again it wasn’t at every concert as sometimes his set was dropped if there were time restrictions or at some of the music festivals that they played.

Is Kasim likely to open at many more of the concerts?

The second leg of the tour started on Saturday and (barring cancellations or additional concerts being added) consists of 16 concerts. Of these Cyndi Lauper is booked to open at 5 of the shows and Kasim didn’t open on Saturday so that leaves a possible 10 opening slots that he may be allowed to play.

In October the tour moves to Germany where it has already been announced that the British group The Darkness will be opening and presumably Meat Loaf will take the opportunity to make some more money when the tour moves to UK in November and December by getting another band to open for him at those concerts too. However that is not to say that Kasim won’t be opening too at those concerts – as Kasim’s set is classed as part of Meat Loaf’s section of the concert, it’s an easy way for Meat Loaf to be able to say that his “set” lasted for 15 minutes longer than he himself was on stage for.

Which songs can Kasim sing in his solo set?

After four solo albums and with the covers that he’s sung on stage, Kasim probably has about 45 songs to choose from – even more with the new songs that he’s been working on recently! To date he has only sang Don’t Hold Me Back, Before She Was Gone, Sacrifice, The One Sure Thing and Across The Universe. At the concerts last year, John Miceli played drums and Mark Alexander played the piano on Before She Was Gone but they haven’t joined in yet this year.

Other guitar based songs that Kasim could contemplate singing are Set Me Free, Afraid Himself To Be, Sometimes Love Is A Dangerous Thing, Cliché, This Must Be Love, Back On The Street and It Wouldn’t Have Made Any Difference. However, as from Kasim’s viewpoint, one of the main objectives of him playing an opening set is to play his music to a wider difference (and hopefully for them to purchase copies of Quid Pro Quo too) then it makes more sense to stay with three out of the Don’t Hold Me Back / Before She Was Gone / Sacrifice / The One Sure Thing set which is what he has been playing since the first concert in June 2002! (One common story that has been passed around Kasim’s fanbase is that Kasim only started performing Sacrifice after the Council Bluffs concert but in fact he sang it in his opening set several times before that show.)

Is playing an opening set likely to provide Kasim’s “big break”?

Only time will tell. It’s not beyond the realms of possibility that someone in one of the audiences somewhere will spot Kasim’s incredible talent which will launch Kasim into the next big step in his career. 

However realistically it’s more likely that Kasim’s opening set will lead to more people deciding to either buy a copy of Quid Pro Quo or to take a greater interest in Kasim’s career and it will be a gradual climb from there – “little steps” as is one of Kasim’s favourite sayings!

Alternatively it’s possible that Kasim has already played “THE” opening set that will prove in time to have changed his career!
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(Please note that the author of this article is purely a fan of Kasim and just an accountant and is no way associated with the music business.)

Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 
The next edition will be issued 5 days early on 4th September as it will be a Quid Pro Quo First Anniversary special! A bumper edition of the magazine!
I’m not giving up with this! I STILL Need your help!
For a future feature on both KasimInfo.com and in this magazine, I am looking for anyone who has worked with Kasim Sulton. Whether it was as part of a band, in a recording session or just at venues where he has performed, please could you contact SueW@KasimInfo.com.
KASIM HAS BEEN IN THE MUSIC BUSINESS FOR OVER 25 YEARS, SURELY SOMEONE KNOWS SOMEONE WHO HAS PLAYED WITH HIM?!!!!
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