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Kasim’s latest CD Quid Pro Quo is available via the Sphere Sound Records website at http://www.SphereSound.com

----------------------------
On Stage
Kasim’s concerts (all with Meat Loaf) for the next 2 weeks are:

Tuesday 29th – Dodge Theatre, Phoenix, AZ

Thursday 31st – City Center Pavilion, Reno, NV

Saturday 2nd – Konocti Field Ampitheater, Kelseyville, CA
Monday 4th – Performing Arts Center, Lancaster, CA
Tuesday 5th – The Grove at Anaheim, Anaheim, CA
Friday 8th – National Auditorium, Mexico City, Mexico
Saturday 9th – National Auditorium, Mexico City, Mexico

Unfortunately it looks likely that the only concerts that Kasim may open are the Lancaster and Anaheim ones.
http://www.KasimInfo.com/2003 has links to venues and ticketing. Tickets are still available for all these concerts

	Welcome to the Kasim Sulton Magazine (by KasimInfo.com). The magazine is issued every other week to all members of the Yahoo Kasim Sulton mailing list.

The idea of the magazine is that it will be a fully printable (and therefore permanent) record containing news, photos, reviews, articles, interviews and so on. If you would like to contribute anything to future copies please send them to SueW@KasimInfo.com
----------------------------
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Wendy Carson’s fascinating interview with Kasim from 1980 is now available online (as the link is too long to post here, see the link on KasimInfo.com).
All items are correct at the time of release. Please note that due to the nature of the business all appearances are liable to change or cancellation at short notice. 

Please send any submissions, comments and views to SueW@KasimInfo.com.
KasimInfo.com is not an official site but all items are confirmed as far as possible.
Kasim Sulton’s official website is KasimSulton.com.


Editorial / Intro

Since the second edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine was issued Kasim Sulton has played concerts (with Meat Loaf) in Atlanta, GA, Robinsonville, MS, Monticello, IA, Prior Lake, MN, Denver, CO, Universal City, CA and Las Vegas, NV – 7 concerts in 7 different states in the past 14 days!
Unfortunately I think we’ve all been disappointed by the lack of opening sets that he’s been allowed / able to play at these concerts. To date he has only opened in Atlanta and Prior Lake – even more unfortunate is the fact all but one who posts on the Internet was at either of these concerts (and he wasn’t too flattering about Kasim!) We do know though that he played Don’t Hold Me Back, Before She Was Gone and Sacrifice at both concerts.

Generally there have been very few reviews (both critic or fans) about any of the concerts but all those that have emerged have remarked on how great the band sound which is all down to Kasim’s hard work.

For anybody my side of the Atlantic there was a nice surprise last week as Kasim was shown a few times on a TV show and even spoke to camera – a very rare event on UK television as anyone who saw my excited posts on the KasimInfo.com messageboard will be able to testify! The occasion was the show “Can Russell Watson Cut It?” which was a documentary about the opera singer Russell Watson attempting to learn how to sing rock songs with Meat Loaf. The programme itself gave an interesting insight into the singing lessons but sadly was totally misleading as it lead viewers to believe that it was set in Los Angeles, whereas all of Kasim’s part was filmed on Long Island, NY!

Published on KasimInfo.com in the past two weeks was my interview (or was it an interrogation?) with Kasim. In the interview Kasim was kind enough to answer all sorts of questions from whether he believes if Utopia will ever get back together again to how he recorded the songs on Quid Pro Quo to the story about his tattoo! 
Unfortunately there have been no more updates to Kasim’s Tour Diary on KasimSulton.com but we have been promised some new music on the site, originally by 1st August, now moved to “the first week of August” so hopefully we only have somewhere between 3 and 10 days to wait for the first new Kasim Sulton music since March 2002!
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My Year
(A print off and keep Kasim Sulton calendar)
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Rock and Roll

As this magazine is issued, Kasim has played eleven concerts on the Meat Loaf Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour. Considering the thousands of people who have seen these concerts there have been relatively few reviews or even comments posted onto the Internet about the shows.
There are a few full reviews of concerts posted on websites like KasimInfo.com and The Mirror Of The Soul and more will be forthcoming over the next few months. 

Until then, I thought that I would gather together some of the comments posted so far…….
“Concert was great. We were in track seating and everyone there was standing from the moment it started. IA loved it and all the new songs. Huge crowd, don't know what paid seating was, but it was sold out, many others watched it from outside sitting on hillsides around the track.” 

“It was the highlight of our summer for sure. Now back to reality. You will love the show - and looking forward to it is almost as much fun!”

“The band was tight, ML even said at the end of the band members' intros...”this is the best Rock and Roll band I've ever had behind me...I'm up front, but I'm nothing without them.” I suspect a lot of the credit goes to the music director, that Kas guy? I can't imagine integrating 3 new members and doing 6 new songs and having it turn out this tight. WOW!”
“I can't say enough about the tightness and energy this band line up portrays. All in all a great show, fantastic band and a very happy audience!”
[image: image4.jpg]



 “Kasim was just brilliant as always! His voice sounded really good tonight (which made it even more of a shame that he didn’t play an opening set) and he seemed quite relaxed on but very alert….he was looking all around the rest of the band a lot. Kasim also seemed to have loads of energy tonight and he was also all over the stage quite a lot.”

“Meat Loaf delivered a crack band with two outstanding guitarists and plenty of strong voices.”

 “There were obvious moments where the band had to know which version of the song they were playing – I would see Kasim head to the center of the stage in front of John’s drum riser and make a big motion to cut off the chord or hold up so many fingers to let the band know which version to switch to in their heads.  As always, it was fascinating to watch him take this crazy thing called a Meat Loaf show and keep it running like clockwork.“
“The opening chords to Love You Out Loud were like nothing else – I know why it’s Kasim’s favorite song to play live (according to one of our recent chats with him).  The way it all fits together and the harmonies and the beat and the lighting… just everything about it is magical.”
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews or reviews from earlier days.
The interview this week first appeared on the Official International Meat Loaf Fan Club website and was conducted with Kasim via e-mail in October 1998.
THE OFFICIAL INTERNATIONAL MEAT LOAF FAN CLUB'S MINI-INTERVIEW WITH KASIM SULTON
Fan Club Staff were lucky enough to have a mini-interview with Kasim during a short break before the US promo's and tour begins. Here is what he had to say..
Fan Club Staff: Hello Kasim! Thank you for being part
of this mini-interview!
Kasim Sulton: You're welcome. Hope this helps!!

Fan Club Staff: Let's get right to the questions! What kind of set do you think Meat will do for the upcoming tour? Will we see him in the "football locker room" again, as he was on VH-1's "Storyteller's"?
Kasim Sulton: As far as the set goes, I have no idea what Meat has in mind ...... I'm guessing casual though.
Fan Club Staff: How are the new band members settling into the Neverland Express?
Kasim Sulton: New band members? Well it's already been almost a year since they joined the band...... They have settled in nicely. Each with 
his own foibles and quirkiness.
Fan Club Staff: Tom?
Kasim Sulton: Tom's the quiet one ...... Great musician , no task too great. If it can be heard, it can be played.
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Fan Club Staff: Damon?
Kasim Sulton: Damon ... Part time Vegan, full time asker of
unimportant questions ..... a very good guitarist though and that makes up for any deficiency in protein he might have from not eating 
enough cooked food.
Fan Club Staff: Ray?
Kasim Sulton: Raymond's a real nice guy ....... he has come a long
way since he first started with Meat ..... ever accommodating and a team player.
Fan Club Staff: What are you doing these days, before the US tour begins?
Kasim Sulton: I'm in the middle of mixing the Storytellers DVD 5.1 surround sound. !!!!!!!!!
Fan Club Staff: How different is it being musical director of the NE, rather than just a band member?
Kasim Sulton: The amount of responsibility is the difference...it's enormous!
Fan Club Staff: What differences can we expect to see with you as musical director?
Kasim Sulton: You'll have to come to the shows to hear this answer!
Fan Club Staff: In the movie "Roadie" you played Alice Cooper's
bass player. Have you ever really been a member of Alice's band? Did you
enjoy your work with Joan Jett and the Blackhearts?
Kasim Sulton: I was Alice's bass player in "Roadie" only. Playing with 
Joan Jett was an unforgettable experience
Fan Club Staff: Are you looking forward to the smaller venues for this tour, or will you miss the big ones?
Kasim Sulton: There are no small venues, only small musicians!
Fan Club Staff: What type of guitars do you play now? What is your favorite?
Kasim Sulton: I don't really have a favorite guitar ..... I love all my guitars equally.
Kasim was absolutely fabulous, giving us this interview
in spite of his incredibly busy schedule. He asked that
we send his best to all the fans!!!

Thanks, Kasim!!!!

Many thanks to Vee from the OIFC for permission to reproduce this interview with Kasim.
[image: image7.jpg]



Photos!
	[image: image8.jpg]OUR GHOW |
s Al St row,

c
A
Al ' THURS. 16 JULY 81
N —

@
A
N
4




	[image: image9.jpg]




	[image: image10.jpg]



	[image: image11.jpg]




	[image: image12.jpg]



	[image: image13.jpg]




	[image: image14.jpg]



	[image: image15.jpg]




	[image: image16.jpg]



	[image: image17.jpg]





Sometimes controversial, sometimes amusing, sometimes sycophantic, sometimes critical but  always a topic of conversation......this is the (subjective) series of essays about Kasim Sulton.
 

The Kasim Sulton Essay
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Is this Kasim’s Last World Tour?

Yes, you read that correctly – will it be Kasim’s last World tour?

Hopefully not but it must be crossing people’s minds as Meat Loaf is declaring that this is his last World tour, so will it be Kasim’s too? Will the people outside of the US ever see Kasim on stage again?

Firstly, will it actually be Meat Loaf’s last World tour?

Meat Loaf has said that this will be his last World tour, the tickets and posters are announcing that it will be his last World tour but Meat has also said that he will play some concerts in a few cities to promote Bat Out Of Hell III. 

The tour kicked off in Plymouth on 5th July and now they are playing a “sheds and casinos tour” in America for about 3 months. Time and time again, fans have remarked on how good the band are for this tour but people have also expressed disappointment at the set list, saying that it basically appears to just be the third leg of the “Meat Loaf and Friends Just Makin’ Money Tours” of last year. The fact that they are playing outside the area of Meat Loaf’s core fanbase leads credence to this theory too. They appear to be playing just where the money is during the Summer months in America - in the casinos and at the state fairs (rather like playing at the rock festivals that are so popular during the Summer months in Germany and UK).

Meat Loaf announced on stage this past week that his album Couldn’t Have Said It Better will be released on 23rd September. He also said that he had problems getting a record company to release the album. Assuming that the US leg of the tour was arranged when he thought that the album would be released back in June, why then was just a “sheds and casinos tour” arranged and not a proper tour in the areas that Meat Loaf is the most popular? The answer appears to be that possibly all along the idea was that the full proper tour of America will be in 2004.

If you compare this tour schedule with the routing of his full tours of 1994, 1996 and 1999 you will notice that he is either not touching his main fanbase areas or he is only playing one state fair in those areas. His main fanbase is located in the East Coast cities like New York, Philadelphia and Washington, as well as pockets like Florida, Chicago, Pittsburgh and Detroit. Meat Loaf is known as not having much of a fanbase on the West Coast and yet he’s played at a few resorts on this tour in California.

There has been talk for quite a while that this “last World tour” will continue until Fall 2004 so the smart money now appears to be on the proper tour (with a full, newer set list and total stage production) starting on the European leg of the tour, continuing into the UK before Christmas and then onto Australia, back to Europe and then returning to the US in 2004.

Or is this all just a marketing ploy anyway to sell more tickets? How many final concerts did Frank Sinatra play? How many come-back concerts have numerous artists played? A recent article in a Philadelphia newspaper even declared that this year appears to be the “final tour” season for many big-names!

But what after this “final” tour?

Bat Out Of Hell was released in 1977 and Bat Out Of Hell II in 1993. Almost as soon as the latter record was released, reporters started asking Meat Loaf about the final album of the trilogy. It is well documented that Meat Loaf and Jim Steinman had a big falling out after the original album (the rumors are that it was due to Meat Loaf getting more publicity over the album than Steinman) which is why it took so long for the second album to be written.

After Bat Out Of Hell II, Jim Steinman was involved with bringing the musical The Dance Of The Vampires to Broadway but after that closed earlier this year, apparently the duo got together and decided to work on Bat Out Of Hell III. It has been confirmed that Kasim will be playing bass and singing background vocals on the album – hopefully Todd Rundgren will be involved too.

Meat Loaf mentioned the album is a certainty during an interview in the early part of this year which has resulted in the majority of his subsequent interviews asking about it which may well be partly why he is saying that he’ll only play a series of concerts in a few select cities rather than embarking on another World tour.

A Meat Loaf / Jim Steinman collaboration album is notoriously slow in the making so it is quite likely that the album will not be released until 2005, 2006 or even later. By this stage Meat Loaf will be nearing his 60th birthday so a full World tour appears less and less likely.

So where does that leave Kasim?

As stated above, Kasim will be involved with Bat Out Of Hell III and presumably also with any concerts or tour that follow it. Assuming that this is not a full World tour, who else could Kasim play on a World Tour with?

Basically ….anyone!

Throughout Kasim’s career he has played with dozens of different artists (you all know the list!) and anyone of these or anybody new could easily snap up Kasim to tour with them. Certainly the prestige of being Meat Loaf’s Musical Director will only have enhanced his marketability.

What are Kasim’s other options?

As far as I can tell he has three other options beside touring with another artist – his own solo career, session work or producing. A mixture of all of these would be possible too.

I’m sure there’s not a person reading this who would not in an ideal world prefer to see Kasim focus all his time on his own solo career. Unfortunately Kasim is in the music business (with the emphasis on the word business) so it is possible this may not be a viable option (this will be discussed in a later essay).

It’s well known that I don’t like it when Kasim is dismissed as a session musician or when his bio or an article leads off with the expression  “legendary session man” but it is a fact that Kasim is known and respected as a session musician and it is a possibility that he could devote more of his time to that aspect of the music business. However, with the introduction of computer studios and a high percentage of artists having their own studios in their basements, there is less and less session work around, even for someone as experienced and talented as Kasim.

Finally there is the option for Kasim to focus on producing. To date Kasim has produced several tracks for Meat Loaf (most noticeably the StoryTellers album and the single Is Nothing Sacred), as well as demos for several different fledgling artists. 

Kasim learnt a lot of the craft of record production from Todd Rundgren and from his days in Utopia but even Todd produces less and less now so Kasim’s opportunities in this field will be more limited. (Being selfish, personally I hope that Kasim doesn’t follow this career path too much as I think that not having Kasim play on stage nor sing on albums will be a total waste!)

In conclusion, unless someone has a crystal ball, nobody knows what the future holds for Kasim or whether this will in fact be his last World Tour too. Meat Loaf may continue to tour the World or Kasim may tour the World with another artist or with his own band or Kasim may concentrate more on either session work or producing….nobody knows.

But whatever the future does hold, we can be sure that Kasim will put his usual 110% effort into it and personally I certainly hope that he does continue to leave the borders of America regularly!
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(Please note that the author of this article is purely a fan of Kasim and just an accountant and is no way associated with the music business.)

Over For Now…..
That’s all folks! Another edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine compiled, printed and read! If you have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com. 
I’m trying to keep this magazine at about 14 pages - 24 hours ago it stretched to 20 pages which I thought was far too big for people to print so items like Part 2 of Kasim’s Solo Career will be included in future editions.
The next edition will be sent to the Kasim Sulton mailing list at Yahoo on Tuesday 12th August. The first edition for September will be issued 5 days early on 4th September as it will be a Quid Pro Quo First Anniversary special!
I STILL Need your help!
For a future feature on both KasimInfo.com and in this magazine, I am looking for anyone who has worked with Kasim Sulton. Whether it was as part of a band, in a recording session or just at venues where he has performed, please could you contact SueW@KasimInfo.com.
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