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Kasim’s latest CD Quid Pro Quo is available via the Sphere Sound Records website at http://www.SphereSound.com
----------------------------
Latest News
Kasim’s concerts (all with Meat Loaf) for the next 2 weeks are:

Tuesday 15th – The Tabernacle, Atlanta, GA
Thursday 17th – Horseshoe Casino, Robinsonville, MS

Saturday 19th – Great Jones County Fair, Monticello, IA
Sunday 20th – Mystic Lake Celebrity Palace, Prior Lake, MN

Wednesday 23rd – City Lights Pavilion, Denver, CO

Friday 25th – Universal Amphitheatre, Universal City, CA

Saturday 26th – Mandalay Bay Beach Resort, Las Vegas, NV

http://www.KasimInfo.com/2003 has links to venues and ticketing. Tickets are still available for all these concerts
	Welcome to the second Kasim Sulton Magazine (by KasimInfo.com). The magazine is issued every other week to all members of the Yahoo Kasim Sulton mailing list.

The idea of the magazine is that it will be a fully printable (and therefore permanent) record containing news, photos, reviews, articles, interviews and so on. If you would like to contribute anything to future copies please send them to SueW@KasimInfo.com
----------------------------
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Editorial / Intro

48 hours ago this second edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine had a very different look to it! A lot of it was based around an interview with Kasim that took place a couple of weeks ago. Unfortunately yesterday morning there was a lot of panic and gnashing of teeth as I realized that I didn’t have the final nod yet from Kasim to print the interview so rather having than huge gaps of white paper in the magazine(!), I decided to clobber together a Kasim Sulton’s 10 Years With The Neverland Express Special!

“Clobber together” is certainly the apt phrase as I’m afraid that this edition of the magazine is nowhere near as good as I had hoped but it’s the best that I could accomplish in 24 hours. A full refund is available – just e-mail Kasim!

It’s been a busy two weeks for Kasim Sulton since the first edition of this magazine was published. Two TV shows, five concerts, one online chat, an interview, two flights plus hours in various tour buses and limos, not to mention packing and unpacking several times! And he’s started writing new music too!
When the last magazine was published, Kasim was in London, UK but the following day he flew to Belfast, Northern Ireland with Meat Loaf and Patti Russo to record The Patrick Kielty Show for BBC (UK television). Unfortunately Kasim’s contribution to that show was limited to just playing the piano – there were no close-ups of him and he wasn’t even give a microphone to pretend to sing into!

On Thursday he kindly consented to being interviewed (or was it interrogated?!) by yours truly. It was probably one of the longest interviews he’s ever had and it will (hopefully) be able to be read on KasimInfo.com in the future. 

The next day, Kasim travelled down to Plymouth in the south west of England to play the first concert by the new band the following evening. Straight after the show it was back onto a (small) plane to fly back to London for Party In The Park on the Sunday. At this event (in front of 100,000 people on live on national television) they were one of the few acts to play live three songs.

Next was a flight back to US to start the first US leg of Meat Loaf’s Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour in the Michigan, Wisconsin and Missouri area. Unfortunately as this goes to print Kasim has not been able to play his opening set at any of the concerts yet…….maybe the people tonight in Atlanta will be lucky?

On Sunday evening Kasim arranged an online chat. About 30-40 people attended and Kasim stayed for 83 minutes. The main news is that there is no news, at least about his solo career, other than he is starting to write again and hopes to have some new music up on KasimSulton.com by the first week of August!
Kasim has also started a Tour Diary on KasimSulton.com. To date only one instalment has been added (dated 7/5) but with 5 shows under his belt now, hopefully there will be more time for him to add regular updates to it.
Kasim Sulton celebrates 10 years as part of The Neverland Express!
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Last month (June 2003) marked the tenth anniversary of Kasim Sulton playing as a part of Meat Loaf and The Neverland Express – the longest that Kasim has ever played in a band! Although Kasim has played with some other artists during this period (most noticeably he’s played on three Todd Rundgren tours and re-launched his own solo career) Kasim’s progression in The Neverland Express from “Utility guy” to the Musical Director and bass player has been dramatic and has shown Kasim’s ability to turn his hand to almost any job required within the band….he’s truly Meat Loaf’s right hand man!

Kasim’s association with Meat Loaf started back in 1976 when he played bass and sang background vocals on the epic Bat Out Of Hell album. 21 year old Kasim had just joined Utopia at the time and he, Roger and Willie played as session musicians on the album that was being produced by Todd Rundgren. On the earliest pressings on the album none of the band receive any printed recognition but the later pressings list their names…..with Kasim’s surname being spelt “Sultan” in some issues of the album!

During 1992 when Kasim was on tour with Hall and Oates in Sydney, Australia he happened to see Meat Loaf in the hotel where they were both staying. During a conversation, Meat Loaf mentioned that they were considering using Todd Rundgren for the background vocals on Bat Out Of Hell II and that lead to Kasim being included in the project.

The next year Kasim received an unexpected call from Meat Loaf asking if he was interested in playing in his touring band The Neverland Express. As Kasim had no permanent position in any band at the time, he is reported as saying “I would love to do it….let me check my schedule, yeah I’m free”! 
The position that Meat Loaf was looking to fill was that of “the utility guy” - to play keyboards, some guitar and to sing background vocals. Kasim auditioned and, of course, was offered the job! Although for the majority of his career Kasim has played bass, his first professional job was playing keyboards with Cherry Vanilla and even a critic has described Kasim as having “the voice of a happy angel”!

When Kasim joined the band the line-up was Steve Buslowe (bass), Pat Thrall (guitar), John Miceli (drums) and Mark Alexander (piano). 

Steve Buslowe had played with Meat Loaf for almost 20 years and Meat Loaf often called him his “right hand man” on stage. Steve was the Musical Director of the band and had even written songs with Meat Loaf.

Pat Thrall had played with Asia for over a year as well as playing on Pat Travers’ biggest hit “Boom Boom” and the soundtrack to Whitney Houston’s film “The Bodyguard”. 

John Miceli had played with The Blue Oyster Cult and Richie Blackmore's Rainbow as well as teaching drumming between tours on Long Island.

Mark Alexander is a classically trained musician who has played with Meat Loaf since 1989. He’s done a lot of session work over the years including also playing on the soundtrack of the movie “The Body Guard”.

When Kasim joined the band they did not have a female singer but an advertisement was placed in a music industry paper which resulted in the infamous audition experience of Patti Russo reportedly kicking a New York bus when she believed that she had given a bad performance.

A matter of weeks later Patti Russo was standing onstage alongside Kasim Sulton for their first gig with Meat Loaf in a small club in Providence. Kasim recently described the show as “the club had a very low ceiling and it was about 110 degrees in there. I was playing the keyboards and the guitar and I was REALLY nervous. That was the gig that when we came off stage Meat Loaf collapsed and I was convinced that it was all over! I’m freaking out backstage saying that someone had better get a paramedic or some oxygen and everyone else was stepping over him saying “Good show Meat - see you tomorrow”!”

Thankfully Meat Loaf survived and Kasim got over his nerves so the seven of them set out on a three year tour to promote Bat Out Of Hell II (called The Everything Louder Tour) that took them all over the world several times! They also appeared on numerous television shows in all different countries and met such dignitaries as Prince Charles and Bill Clinton (Kasim being photographed with both). Singles were released from the album (including the massive hit Anything For Love) which involved more criss-crossing of the globe for television appearances.

Kasim’s energy and stage presence that he took to the utility role impressed Meat Loaf fans both old and new – in some concerts his acoustic guitar playing at the start of Two Outta Three Ain’t Bad was spotlighted by Meat Loaf. One Meat Loaf fan wrote recently that she was “so impressed with Kas during those tours…..one minutes he was at the keyboards and next he was playing guitar…..all the time he was checking and improving the sound levels and looked like he really enjoyed himself on stage. Meat has a favorite musician on each tour and Kas was definitely his back then, even on the ’96 too tour.”

Despite being the mid 90s the stage outfits for this tour were based on 80s style fashions so Kasim often wore shirts with frills and waistcoats, plus tight pants or leggings (a real crowd pleaser for the women in the audience!).

Meat Loaf’s next album was Welcome To The Neighborhood and Kasim took a more prominent role in the recording of the album because, as well as playing guitar on it, he also sang and arranged the background vocals. The first release from this album was the Diane Warren song I’d Lie For You (And That’s The Truth) which was a hit in UK and Europe so October 1995 until February 1996 was spent promoting this single and the follow-up Not A Dry Eye In The House (a lesser hit).
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Monday 1st April 1996 at WestPoint in Exeter, England was the premiere of the world tour to promote the album (called the Born To Rock Tour). This was the tour that famously started with about 20 minutes of old movie clips at the beginning (which were later shortened to about five minutes thankfully!) and had Patti Russo wearing a Madonna sized cone shaped bra and cracking a leather whip! 

The tour consisted of 18 concerts in UK and Ireland during April followed by 17 in Europe (Belgium, Holland, Germany, Switzerland, Spain and France), culminating in a rock festival in Denmark on 1st June. On 28th June the US leg of the tour kicked off in Kansas City. There were 32 concerts on this leg of the tour which ended in mid August and included three sell-out dates at the Radio City Music Hall in New York. In September they were back on the road again playing 9 concerts in Australia, two in New Zealand, one in the United Arab Emirates and six in South Africa finishing on 26th October!

The touring band were the same as for the Bat II Tour other than Meat Loaf’s adopted daughter Pearl Aday joined halfway through the German part of the tour. She watched the first show from the wings before being allowed on stage at the next (but the rumors are that her microphone was not connected!).

Whether a style of clothes for the whole band was agreed upon is debateable but Kasim certainly usually wore a brown pin stripped suit which was unfortunate on the UK leg of the tour as the previous month on the widely successful satirical show “Have I Got News For You” a running joke was that brown suits are “a really bad fashion statement”!

Kasim next played on Todd Rundgren’s With A Twist Tour for four months but played five festivals in Germany with Meat Loaf in July 1997. The set list and clothing were similar to the 1996 concerts.

In November 1997 Kasim Sulton was interviewed for the VH-1 special on Meat Loaf called Behind The Music. Due to the success of this show VH-1 decided to feature Meat Loaf in one of their StoryTellers specials. For reasons that have never been publicly clarified Meat Loaf decided not to have Steve Buslowe in the band any more so Kasim was promoted to Musical Director and switched over to playing bass. Pat Thrall and Mark Alexander were both already working for other people (in the case of Mark he toured extensively with Enrique Iglesias) so it was left to Kasim to find a lead guitarist, pianist and someone for the utility role. He and Meat Loaf opted for Damon La Scot, Tom Brislin and Ray Andersen respectively.

Prior to working with Meat Loaf Damon had mainly played with a New York based band called Redbelly. During downtime in his Meat Loaf career he also played with the Trans-Siberian Orchestra.

Tom Brislin was another classically trained pianist who had mainly played in his own band You Were Spiralling (later Spiralling) in the New Jersey area. He had also played in Kasim’s friend Glen Burtnik’s band too. Spiralling often opened shows for They Might Be Giants and Tom is quoted as saying that one week he was travelling and sleeping in the back of their band van down in Florida and the next week he was rehearsing with The Neverland Express with five star travel beckoning!

Ray Andersen had played in numerous New Jersey based bands, most especially Blue Van Gogh with his wife and co-writer Patti. He also played a lot of shows as Mr Ray (a children’s entertainer) and released an album under that name which was featured on several nationally syndicated television shows.

Rehearsals began with the new band in September 1998 with Patti Russo and Kasim sharing vocal duties until Meat Loaf joined them just before the taping of StoryTellers on 5th October in Manhattan. Also in that Fall Virgin Records released The Very Best Of Meat Loaf album in UK and Europe so a transatlantic trip was made for television promotion in the November of that year. 

In February 1999 a decision was made to release the single Is Nothing Sacred from the album and Kasim was asked to produce it. This resulted in him, Patti Russo and Meat Loaf having to leave directly from the recording studio for a flight to London in time to record The National Lottery Show (and his less than satisfactory meeting with Britney Spears!).
The next month was spent in promotion and tour rehearsals In UK and Europe until 16th March when The Very Best Of Meat Loaf Tour premiered in Aberdeen, Scotland. Everything went well for the first two weeks of the tour (with the band scarcely playing a note wrong under Kasim’s leadership) until Meat Loaf was taken ill just before the second Wembley concert. This then resulted in the remainder of the UK leg of the tour being rescheduled until after they had been to Europe (the initial plan was for them to return to UK after Europe just for a few concerts).

On 13th April the tour resumed in Leuven, Belgium but it was a more subdued set with the acoustic part near the end becoming longer and longer as Meat Loaf conserved his energy. This was a bonus for Kasim Sulton fans though as frequently they played two tracks with Kasim singing lead, Honky Tonk Woman and Last Train To Clarksville. The tour ended at Wembley Arena on 14th May.

After another tour with Todd Rundgren during the Summer, plus Kasim spending a spell in the studio mixing the StoryTellers taping to make The StoryTellers CD, it was soon back to rehearsals for Kasim as Musical Director in The Neverland Express with a 120 song set list to learn! 
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This was in preparation of the Meat Loaf StoryTellers Tour which was based on the VH-1 show format of Meat Loaf answering questions from the audience and the audience choosing the songs that they would sing so that each of the concerts had a different set list. They had a songbook of the 120 songs that Meat Loaf had recorded at that point and in theory the audience could ask a question about any one of those songs and the band would play it!

In practice most audiences just wanted songs from Bat Out Of Hell so probably only about 30 different songs were actually played over the course of the tour. Meat Loaf also became an expert at answering a question about an obscure song and moving onto a question about another song that he was more comfortable singing! Also, as Meat loves to talk, probably only a quarter of the time that they were on stage was actually spent playing music!
However there is no doubt that when a different song was going to be played, Kasim came into his own! His first job was to dash off stage to ensure that a tape of the song was found and played into the band’s earpieces so they knew how it sounded. He then ensured that the band knew their parts (as well as they could given that they only had two minutes notice!), he then had to not only play his bass and sing the background vocals but he also had to keep Meat Loaf on track within the song as he constantly started with the wrong verse or line!

The tour started on 30th October in Albany, NY and played throughout the Mid West and the East Coast and included an amazing $250 a ticket Millennium Concert at The Beacon Theatre in New York, before ending with a weeks worth of concerts in Florida.

Meat Loaf next had quite a break from music (he filmed some movies) so Kasim Sulton kept himself busy with another Todd Rundgren Tour and to the delight of his ever growing army of fans, re-launching his own solo career.

However in May 2001, Kasim was contacted again by Meat Loaf about playing The Night Of The Proms Tour in Europe that Fall! The original Promenade Concerts were instigated by Henry Wood back in the 1800s and are a series of classical music concerts that are played at The Royal Albert Hall in London, England. The European version of The Night Of The Proms Tour are a mixture of classical and pop music that are held every year in Belgium, Holland and Germany. They started a few years earlier when a couple of guys decided to mix the two genres of music – they are now both millionaires! 

The 2001 tour consisted of a 50 piece orchestra and about a 30 piece choir with acts like John Miles, Chris de Burgh and Martin Fry playing their most famous songs. Meat Loaf was the headliner for the tour. They played 47 concerts (including 3 corporate ones) from October to 22nd December in front of an estimated three quarters of a million people, plus several concerts were televised.

Prior to them setting off for Belgium, Meat Loaf agreed to play two concerts at Caesars in Atlantic City in September. The set list was similar to on The Greatest Hits Tour but Tom Brislin was playing some Summer concerts with the rock band Yes so Mark Alexander returned to the band.

As they had a large orchestra behind them, Meat Loaf opted to only take Kasim, John Miceli on drums, Pearl Aday and Patti Russo with him but, as Tom decided to stay with Yes, Mark Alexander was drafted back to being a permanent member of the band much to the delight of most fans.

On this tour most nights they played five concerts a week but, as it was only a 45 minute set (at most), it left a lot of free time so famously Kasim went out busking once in Antwerp and covered Rob Di Nise’s vocals (totally in Flemish) in rehearsals by learning the song phonetically! He was also frequently used by the producers of Night Of The Proms to mix the sound for various radio broadcasts.

Thankfully the Spring of 2002 was devoted once again to Kasim’s solo career before getting the call from Meat Loaf to play a tour during the Summer – officially known as Meat Loaf and Friends Just Havin’ Fun In The Summer Tour but often known as Meat Loaf Just Makin’ Money in The Summer Tour as there was no album to promote nor reason to tour!
However this tour did have an added bonus for fans of Kasim Sulton as Kasim played a three song opening set at the majority of the concerts! How this occurred was that on KasimInfo.com all Meat Loaf tour dates are listed as “starring Kasim Sulton” and consequently PollStar (the tour dates website) picked this up so they cited the Meat Loaf concerts on Kasim’s listing on the site. In turn one of the venues ran an article saying that Kasim was opening! Next Meat Loaf (ever keen to save money!) decided that Patti Russo should play an opening set (there were rumors at the time that she wanted to leave Meat Loaf and this was one way of keeping her in the band) and ultimately he decided that Kasim SHOULD play an opening set too!

Rehearsals began for the tour in New York in May but Ray Andersen dropped a bombshell as he had decided not to continue in the band because he wanted to concentrate on his Mr Ray activities. Kasim had played several gigs as part of Tommy James and The Shondells in which John Golden also played. John had played with Meat Loaf back in the 80s so he was drafted in as the new utility guy.

The Summer Tour premiered on 19th June in Orillia, Canada and was mainly what they call a “sheds and casinos tour”, playing summer festivals and casinos (basically where the money is in the Summer in US). They also made a brief visit to UK and Ireland during the tour for 4 indoor and 1 indoor festivals in The Route Of Kings series of concerts. 

Meat Loaf then decided to play a Winter leg of the tour with the same format. This ran from late November until 3rd January 2003 with the same band and set list and Kasim playing an opening set again at most of the venues.

During the past eighteen months Kasim had been involved in playing bass and singing background vocals for Meat Loaf’s next album. Originally it was called Funhouse which was then changed to Testify until Phil Collins released an album of the same name so it was changed once again to Couldn’t Have Said It Better. Meat Loaf had had some problems getting a record deal (subsequently tracks were recorded, re-recorded, added, changed and removed!) but Polydor (Mercury in UK) and their parent company Universal signed him and the album was marked for a Spring 2003 release. Germany was the guinea pig country with the first single Did I Say That? being released there in January 2003 which resulted in a week long promotional visit that month including a promotional concert in Cologne. 

However before that lead guitarist Damon La Scott and had decided to leave the band. Former Anthrax guitarist Paul Crook was a fast replacement for Damon but one that has already proved to be very popular with the fans. Once again, this resulted in Kasim having to supervise some hurried intense rehearsals! 
At the beginning of April Kasim was asked (at only a couple of days notice) to fly to Germany to mix the Cologne concert for radio. Eventually he stayed in Europe for about three weeks making television and radio promotional appearances in Germany, Ireland, UK and Switzerland, as well as playing on the open top of a bus around the streets of London in the rain! They also played another promotional concert in Amsterdam on 23rd April.
By this stage backing singer Pearl Aday had also quit the band so Kasim brought in a Glaswegian singer called Sarah Douglas (that Kasim had been helping with her solo work) for the later promotional appearances and the concert so that was another band member (albeit a temporary one) that Kasim had to rehearse!
At the beginning of May John Golden was fired from the band and Randy Flowers was auditioned to replace him. Randy was from Nashville and is an excellent keyboardist and guitar player. Apparently the final decision as to who was to replace Pearl was harder but Renee Cologne was chosen, an added bonus is that she also plays guitar on some tracks on stage.

Paul Crook posted on the MLUKFC board that they wanted this version of the band to be the best ever and this certainly appears to be the case if the first few concerts of the tour are any indication. Just this week a review appeared in a St Louis newspaper and described them as “a crack band with two outstanding guitarists and plenty of strong voices”. 

Meat Loaf and The Neverland Express premiered the Couldn’t Have Said It Better World Tour in Plymouth, England on Saturday 5th July. The next day they played three tracks at Party In The Park in front of 100,000 people on a show that was broadcast live on television too. There now follows approximately another years worth of concerts all over US, UK, Europe and Australasia. Although this is reportedly Meat Loaf’s last World tour, after that Kasim has already been asked to both play bass and sing background vocals on his next album Bat Out Of Hell III which is currently being written by Jim Steinman.

In the 10 years that Kasim has played as part of The Neverland Express,  he has visibly grown from the utility guy who looked nervous and hesitant on stage at times to Musical Director and truly Meat Loaf’s right hand man. Who else could take on teaching several new band members their parts, being on hand to supplement Meat Loaf’s vocals at any stage and go on the road with a 120 song set list? Couple that with producing and mixing most of Meat Loaf’s recent television and radio shows and it’s hard to imagine Meat Loaf being musically so competent without Kasim Sulton beside him!
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Kasim’s section in the Born To Rock Tourbook
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Recipe for Meat Loaf:


6 band members
50 crew and tech personnel
25 tons of staging, sound & lights
85,000 frequent flier miles
3 years in Europe, U.S., England, Canada and Australia
12 - 15 songs an evening
38,000 albums worldwide
A dash of truck stops
Combine ingredients in large arena, alternate between sitting and standing for 2-3 hours. You'll know when it's done...
The Greatest Show on Earth
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Remember…..
This is the section of the magazine which recalls interviews or reviews from earlier days.
(Unfortunately, due to technical reasons, the promised article of an interview during Kasim’s Joan Jett days will have to be included in a later issue of the magazine.)
The following article appeared on the site “Kasim Sulton – A Fan’s View” and explores Kasim’s contribution to the VH-1 Behind The Music special on Meat Loaf.
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In November 1997 Kasim recorded (according to rumors in Todd Rundgren’s house) an interview for the episode of VH-1's Behind The Music about Meat Loaf. Other interviewees on the show were Meat Loaf, Todd Rundgren, Patti Russo and Pearl Aday. The program has been screened frequently on both VH-1 and VH-1 Europe, plus in New Zealand. 

Kasim appears near the beginning of the program and again at the end, as well as during the opening credits. 

An excerpt of the latter part of Kasim’s interview is shown during the opening credits. Talking about Bat Out of Hell II, Kasim says, "If someone had told me that it was gonna be this big successful record, I probably would have said you’re crazy, there’s no way!”. 

Near the beginning of Behind The Music the voiceover is talking about how exhausted Meat Loaf used to become after a concert and “Roadies even used to keep an oxygen tank backstage to revive him”. Kasim then says “The rest of the band had played with him before so they knew what to expect, but I hadn’t. And he was laying behind stage like gasping for air. And everybody else in the band kinda just stepped over him and went to the dressing room “Oh Meat, good show Meat, yeah see you later” and I’m like “What is this?! Should we get an ambulance, is there a paramedic around? This guy needs help!” “Nah, he does it everynight! Don’t worry about it” ” 
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Towards the end of Behind The Music they are discussing the success of Bat Out of Hell II and the voiceover says, “Few friends, let alone critics believed that Meat could make it back to the top”. Kasim then says, “Never in a million years! If someone had told me that it was gonna be this big successful record, I probably would have said you’re crazy, there’s no way! There’s no possible way. It’s been too long….you know, the timings not right….who cares about that kind of music anymore? It’s about rap, hiphop and dance music and techo and acid and house and everything else that is NOT what Meat is!”
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Over For Now…..
Hopefully you have enjoyed this second edition of the Kasim Sulton Magazine. Once again I apologize for the “clobbered together” nature of the magazine. 
The first edition of the magazine was mailed to 129 people – 2 people wrote to say that they couldn’t read it (they didn’t have Word!), 5 wrote to say that they liked it and 1 person wrote with a complaint! If you do happen to have any comments about the magazine, suggestions about how it can be improved, any reviews or photos to submit for future editions or just comments about it in general, please e-mail SueW@KasimInfo.com.
The next edition will be sent to the Kasim Sulton mailing list at Yahoo on Tuesday 29th July. Included in that edition will (hopefully!) be an exclusive interview with Kasim Sulton and reviews of some of the first concerts of the tour, as well as the usual contents of the magazine including an article about Kasim from his first solo career days.
Need your help

For a future feature on both KasimInfo.com and in this magazine, I am looking for anyone who has worked with Kasim Sulton. Whether it was as part of a band, in a recording session or just at venues where he has performed, please could you contact SueW@KasimInfo.com.
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